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ABSTRACT
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Available Online: 10 Nov 2024 related to aesthetics and beauty in religious education have been largely overlooked.
This is despite the fact that the presence of beauty, in both its tangible and abstract
forms, is clearly evident as an inseparable element in religious teachings and the
daily lives of Muslims throughout various historical periods. From this perspective,
the history of Islam is replete with the creation of sensory beauty in arts such as
calligraphy, painting, tilework, and architecture, as well as abstract beauty in the
daily activities of Muslims and their interactions with other communities. Muslim
philosophers, following the introduction of Greek philosophical works into Islamic
territories, developed notable theories on Islamic aesthetics as part of their
philosophical systems. Despite these details, Islamic aesthetics has not been
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Beauty, as a concept deeply rooted in aesthetics, significantly influences various
aspects of human understanding and cultural expression. Despite its omnipresence in
Islamic teachings and historical manifestations, little academic focus has been directed
toward integrating abstract beauty into educational frameworks. This oversight is
particularly pronounced in religious education, where aesthetic considerations are often
treated superficially or overlooked altogether. Addressing this gap, research has
highlighted the integral role of beauty—both tangible and intangible—in shaping Muslim
cultural and philosophical traditions (1). The following abstract explores the philosophical
dimensions of abstract beauty in education, with a particular emphasis on Islamic
perspectives and their implications for contemporary pedagogical practices.

The role of beauty in education has profound implications, especially when viewed
through the lens of religious and cultural heritage. Islamic philosophers, influenced by
Greek philosophy, developed unique perspectives on aesthetics that were interwoven into
their broader metaphysical systems. However, the philosophical tenets of Islamic
aesthetics, particularly those derived from Quranic teachings, have not been adequately
incorporated into educational paradigms. This omission is paradoxical, given the rich
aesthetic traditions within Islamic culture, which manifest in art forms such as calligraphy,
architecture, and tilework. As emphasized by Balkhari Qahi (2016), the Quran provides a
nuanced understanding of beauty, one that transcends mere sensory experience and
encompasses deeper ethical and spiritual dimensions (7).

To examine the intersection of beauty and education, researchers have adopted a
multidisciplinary approach that draws from theology, philosophy, and educational
psychology. The work of Hosseinzadeh (2021) provides a model for aesthetic education
based on the Quran’s principles, suggesting that beauty in education should extend beyond
physical appearances to embrace virtues like wisdom, coherence, and intentionality (1).
Similarly, Ayazi (2013) underscores the Quran’s influence on aesthetic thought, arguing
for a comprehensive appreciation of beauty that informs educational content and pedagogy
(3). This methodological synthesis has enabled scholars to articulate frameworks that are
both culturally resonant and pedagogically sound.

Research findings indicate that the educational implications of abstract beauty are
multifaceted. Concepts like fairness, integrity, and generosity, which are aesthetically
significant in the Quran, shape moral and ethical education. For instance, Bagheri (2008)
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and Behrouz (2008) have explored how these aesthetic values influence curriculum design
and classroom practices (5, 8). The alignment of educational materials with Quranic
aesthetics fosters an environment where learning is not only about knowledge acquisition
but also about cultivating a sense of spiritual and ethical refinement. This approach also
addresses the aesthetic needs of learners, making educational content more engaging and
meaningful.

The discourse on beauty in education raises important questions about the role of
cultural and spiritual values in pedagogical practices. From a Quranic perspective, beauty
Is linked to concepts like balance, purpose, and truthfulness. Muzafar et al. (2016) elaborate
on the different levels of beauty, highlighting how these gradations affect perception and
appreciation (9). The study suggests that a holistic integration of beauty into education can
enhance students’ critical thinking and moral reasoning. It also calls for educators to be
mindful of aesthetic principles when designing curricula, ensuring that educational
experiences are enriching and aligned with cultural values.

The integration of abstract beauty into education has the potential to transform
pedagogical practices, making them more culturally and spiritually relevant. The Quranic
emphasis on beauty as a means of achieving harmony and understanding underscores the
need for educators to embrace aesthetic values in their teaching. Sharifi and Rezazade
(2014) emphasize the interconnectedness of beauty with ethical and intellectual virtues, a
connection that is often overlooked in modern educational systems (10). Moving forward,
scholars and educators must collaborate to develop curricula that reflect the aesthetic and
ethical richness of Islamic teachings, thereby fostering a deeper appreciation of beauty in
both thought and practice.
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