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ABSTRACT

Received: 12 May 2024 The purpose of this study is to present a model of political education from the perspective
Accepted: 03 Aug 2024 of both Muslim and non-Muslim thinkers, emphasizing the philosophical views of Martyr
Available Online: 07 Nov 2024 Morteza Motahari and John Dewey concerning political education. The research method is

qualitative, employing deductive content analysis. Using a descriptive-interpretive
approach, the study analyzes the philosophical foundations of political education. The
statistical population of this research includes the content analysis of all books and resources
written on the topic of political education. The sampling method is purposive sampling. To
examine validity, the criterion of credibility was used, and for reliability, the criterion of
dependability was employed. The results of open or initial coding of the political education
ideas of Muslim philosophers indicate that 38 initial concepts were extracted through open
coding. After determining the open codes and axial categories, selective coding was
Keywords performed. The findings revealed that the ideas of Islamic philosophers regarding political
Political Education, Social education are based on epistemological political education, participatory orientation,
Sharia-oriented education, justice-centeredness, and unity-centeredness. Furthermore, the
results of open or initial coding of the political education ideas of non-Muslim philosophers
show that 43 initial concepts were obtained through open coding. After identifying the open
codes and axial categories, selective coding was conducted, demonstrating that the political
education thoughts of non-Muslim philosophers are based on awareness-raising,
voluntarism, and social orientation. Overall, referencing these results can serve as a
significant and effective step in explaining a model of political education within the
education system so that students are educated with a focus on political values.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Political education, viewed as a socio-cultural initiative, necessitates appropriate
conditions that empower individuals and society to engage actively, thereby deriving
corresponding benefits (1). Political education has long attracted the attention of theorists,
particularly political philosophers. Plato, in The Republic, emphasized the significance of
instilling desirable political values and civic responsibilities in children and youth from an
early age. His intricate educational methodology catered to the different societal classes,
aiming at their holistic development, including physical education, to ensure that citizens
contribute positively to the state (2). Aristotle, on the other hand, was a pioneer in exploring
the relationship between governance structures and value systems, highlighting the
potential dangers of unchecked individual influence on the state (3).

The Renaissance ushered in a power-centric approach to political education,
exemplified by Machiavelli's teachings, where education served the rulers' ambitions. As
societies evolved, the essence of political education expanded to encompass values like
social justice, democratic participation, and religious adherence. In the Islamic perspective,
political education holds both spiritual and civic dimensions. The Quran explicitly
discourages blind adherence, emphasizing human will and informed choice, which shape
all individual and societal aspects (3). This study examines the political education model
through the lenses of two key philosophers: Martyr Morteza Motahari and John Dewey,
exploring their foundational philosophies and their implications for educational practices.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The study employed a qualitative research design based on deductive content
analysis. Using a descriptive-interpretive approach, the research analyzed the philosophical
foundations of political education from both Islamic and non-Islamic perspectives. The
content analysis was drawn from primary and secondary resources, including books,
articles, and academic papers authored by or about Motahari and Dewey. Purposive
sampling was utilized, ensuring a focus on texts that directly addressed political education.
The data collection process involved meticulous reading and open coding to extract initial
concepts. Axial and selective coding followed, where the researchers grouped similar ideas
into broader categories. The credibility and dependability of the research were ensured
through rigorous validation methods, including peer debriefing and triangulation of data
Sources.
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FINDINGS

The open coding of Islamic philosophers' views on political education yielded 38
initial concepts, which were categorized into five main themes: epistemological political
education, participatory orientation, Sharia-compliant education, justice-centeredness, and
unity-oriented education. These themes encapsulate Motahari's emphasis on human nature,
free will, and the spiritual and societal responsibilities of individuals. For instance,
Motahari posited that human nature, driven by an intrinsic God-seeking tendency, requires
nurturing through a political education that promotes collective well-being and ethical
governance. Furthermore, his model advocates for a governance structure that is
inseparable from religious principles, emphasizing the unity between faith and politics,
with a preference for an Islamic Republic framework. The concepts of independence,
justice, and social harmony were highlighted as critical elements in shaping a politically
aware and active society.

The analysis of non-lIslamic philosophers, primarily Dewey, identified 43 initial
concepts, organized into themes of awareness-raising, voluntarism, and social orientation.
Dewey's model emphasizes democratic engagement, where individuals develop their
potential through active participation in societal affairs. He championed the application of
scientific reasoning to ethical dilemmas, advocating for a pragmatic and experience-based
approach to values. Dewey's emphasis on social adaptability, respect for diversity, and
collaborative problem-solving aligns with his vision of a society that evolves through
collective learning and shared experiences. He argued that political education should
empower individuals to think critically and act in ways that strengthen democratic
institutions.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The study's findings underscore the philosophical differences and commonalities
between Motahari and Dewey. Motahari's perspective is deeply rooted in religious values,
advocating for a God-centered approach to political education that aligns individual actions
with divine will and social justice (20). His emphasis on spiritual freedom and moral
responsibility highlights the role of religious institutions in shaping civic consciousness.
Conversely, Dewey's approach is grounded in pragmatism and democratic ideals,
emphasizing the importance of experiential learning and the continuous evolution of
societal norms. He viewed democracy not merely as a political system but as a way of life
that fosters mutual respect, cooperation, and the development of human potential.



A

Despite their philosophical divergences, both thinkers emphasize the transformative
potential of political education. Motahari's model promotes the integration of faith and
governance, ensuring that civic duties are imbued with ethical and spiritual significance
(21). Dewey, on the other hand, advocates for a secular yet morally grounded approach,
where individuals are encouraged to engage in social and political processes critically and
responsibly. This alignment in promoting active citizenship, albeit through different
means, offers valuable insights for educational policymakers.

The study concludes that incorporating the principles of both Motahari and Dewey
into educational curricula can foster a well-rounded approach to political education. By
balancing religious and secular values, educators can prepare students to navigate the
complexities of contemporary society while upholding ethical standards and promoting
democratic engagement. Future research should explore the practical applications of this
integrated model in diverse educational settings, contributing to the development of
politically conscious and socially responsible citizens.
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