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The purpose of this study is to examine the foundations of ethics from the
perspective of Khwaja Shams al-Din Muhammad Hafez Shirazi. Undoubtedly,
Hafez is one of the greatest literary thinkers of Iran, who, in addition to being a
talented poet, has a book that holds a special place among Iranians. His book is so
revered that, after the Quran, it is considered the most inspiring text in Iranian
households. On the other hand, ethics appears to be the missing link for humanity
in the current era. Although humanity has made significant advancements in
technology and communications, it has simultaneously become more depressed and
desperate, as there is a dire need for a spiritual and ethical life. Therefore, the
necessity and importance of examining this topic are more evident than ever. The
primary question of this article is: What are the ethical foundations from Hafez’s

Keywords perspective? In this study, an introduction is first provided, followed by a discussion
Individual Ethics, Social Ethics, | Of theoretical concepts and relevant terminology. The philosophical foundations of
Islamic Ethics, Political Ethics, Hafezian ethics and the functional foundations of ethics from Hafez's viewpoint are
Mystical Ethics then discussed and analyzed. The findings reveal that ethics, from Hafez’s

perspective, encompasses six domains: (1) individual ethics, (2) social ethics, (3)
divine or servitude ethics, (4) Islamic ethics, (5) political ethics, and (6) mystical or
Sufi ethics. Additionally, each of these domains is examined with precise and
practical criteria, and specific and detailed standards are derived for each area.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The literary contributions of Khwaja Shams al-Din Muhammad Hafez Shirazi stand
as a pillar of Persian culture, with profound implications for the understanding of ethics in
the modern world. His collection of poetry, the Divan of Hafez, is revered not just for its
aesthetic and linguistic brilliance but for its philosophical insights, deeply intertwined with
Islamic and mystical thought. The present study explores these ethical dimensions within
Hafez’s work, illuminating their relevance in addressing contemporary existential and
moral crises. In today’s technologically advanced yet spiritually desolate era, where
societal depression and anxiety are on the rise, Hafez’s teachings provide a moral and
spiritual compass (1). This analysis focuses on Hafez’s comprehensive ethical framework,
spanning individual, social, divine, Islamic, political, and mystical ethics.

Hafez’s ethical teachings emerge from his philosophical perspective, drawing
heavily from Islamic and Sufi traditions. His poetry often reflects a dialectical approach,
emphasizing human fallibility while aspiring toward divine virtues. For instance, Hafez
criticizes rigid religious dogmatism, favoring a more inclusive and compassionate
spirituality. This rejection of outward religiosity is apparent in his verse, “In the Magian
cloister, | see the light of God; what wonder, what a light shines forth from where” (3).
Here, he emphasizes an authentic, heartfelt faith over mere ritualistic adherence. By
examining the roots of Hafez’s ethical philosophy, we discover an ethical model that
balances spiritual devotion and practical moral behavior, countering modern societal issues
of isolation and spiritual void (2).

From an individual ethics standpoint, Hafez promotes virtues like patience, humility,
and self-reliance, while denouncing arrogance, envy, and hypocrisy. His call for humility
is particularly notable: “In the assembly of those wise, arrogance is shame; humility, a
crown of honor” (4). Through his poetic wisdom, Hafez highlights the transformative
power of personal virtues, emphasizing the significance of inner moral development as a
precursor to outer societal harmony. The emphasis on self-improvement reflects Islamic
teachings, where self-purification is essential for ethical living (6). These principles are
crucial in modern contexts, where the emphasis on self-promotion and materialism has led
to a collective moral decline.

On a social level, Hafez’s ethics encourage a balance between justice and mercy. He
preaches the virtues of kindness and generosity while advocating for societal unity and the
rejection of divisive behaviors. His famous verse, “Sow the seed of friendship, and pluck

the fruits of goodwill” (3), captures his vision of a harmonious society built on mutual
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respect and understanding. Hafez’s emphasis on social ethics is a response to the communal
aspects of Islamic thought, where the well-being of society is a shared responsibility. This
perspective is especially relevant today, as communities face challenges of polarization and
societal fragmentation. The poet's wisdom suggests that nurturing communal bonds is
essential for social cohesion and peace.

Hafez’s divine or servitude ethics delve into humanity’s relationship with God,
focusing on themes like divine love, spiritual humility, and unwavering faith. His Sufi-
influenced beliefs highlight the importance of seeing God’s presence in all things and living
a life of devotion and surrender. He writes, “The melody of the soul is the echo of God’s
love,” emphasizing that true happiness stems from spiritual alignment (2). These teachings
underscore a deep-seated monotheism and God-consciousness, which inspire followers to
act ethically, with an awareness of divine presence. In our era, characterized by material
pursuits and spiritual neglect, Hafez's call for divine remembrance offers a path to inner
peace and fulfillment.

Political ethics in Hafez’s work revolve around justice, wisdom, and the
condemnation of tyranny. His critique of corrupt rulers and societal injustices, encapsulated
in his line “The oppressors’ night is dark as the longest winter,” demonstrates his
commitment to social equity (8). Hafez argues for a politics grounded in moral values,
where leaders should serve the people with humility and fairness. His disdain for political
hypocrisy and manipulation remains strikingly relevant in the current global political
climate, where the abuse of power continues to erode public trust. By advocating for ethical
governance, Hafez’s work calls for accountability and the prioritization of human dignity.

Finally, Hafez’s mystical or Sufi ethics advocate for a life free from worldly
attachments, emphasizing love, divine intoxication, and spiritual liberation. His philosophy
of rendi—a mystical worldview characterized by spontaneity, love, and humility—offers
a counter-narrative to the rigid asceticism of conventional religious practices (4). This
mystical path teaches the transcendence of ego and the embracing of divine love, as
captured in the verse, “Break the chains of worldly desire and set your soul free” (5).
Hafez’s mysticism provides an antidote to today’s consumerist culture, advocating for
spiritual fulfillment over material gain.

In conclusion, Hafez’s ethical framework remains profoundly relevant, offering
timeless guidance for personal and societal well-being. His teachings bridge the gap
between spiritual and moral realms, presenting a comprehensive ethical philosophy that
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addresses the complexities of modern life. By promoting virtues like love, humility, and
justice, Hafez inspires individuals and societies to cultivate a more compassionate and
harmonious world. As humanity grapples with crises of meaning and moral decay, Hafez’s
vision provides a beacon of hope, urging a return to spiritual and ethical living rooted in
love and respect for all. The integration of his wisdom into modern ethical discourse
underscores the enduring legacy of his poetic and philosophical genius.
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