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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to examine and critique the current state of general education from
the perspective of education experts and curriculum planners. Due to the nature and
characteristics of the subject, the qualitative research method based on the grounded
theory paradigm model was employed. The participants included articles related to
the research topic published between 2011 and 2021, as well as curriculum and
education specialists. The sample size, determined by theoretical saturation,
consisted of 21 cases (4 articles and 17 participants). The sampling method was
snowball sampling, and semi-structured interviews were used as the research tool.
To ensure research validity, four criteria—credibility, transferability,
confirmability, and dependability—were applied. Additionally, inter-coder
agreement was used to assess reliability, yielding a value of 0.84. The findings
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Keywords indicated that the paradigmatic model for general education, as perceived by
General education, education, education experts and curriculum planners, is influenced by 19 main categories, 49
curriculum planning subcategories, and 262 open codes. Based on the results, it is recommended that

managers move away from stereotypical and superficial thinking. Instead of using
predefined frameworks, they should develop new frameworks for general education
tailored to the needs of the modern world. Furthermore, a participatory approach
(utilizing the views and opinions of actors involved in the education system) should
be employed in policy formulation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Education is recognized globally as a pivotal public service contributing to personal,
social, and political development in every nation. It is considered a fundamental human
right, playing a critical role in ensuring countries maintain their competitiveness in rapidly
evolving technological and economic landscapes (1, 2). General education, encompassing
primary and secondary levels, is instrumental in equipping individuals with essential skills
and preparing them for effective societal participation. Its significance is underscored in
modern frameworks, as it serves as a foundation for shaping informed citizens and
fostering cultural heritage (3).

Despite its recognized importance, general education systems face challenges,
including rigid curricula, inadequate teacher training, and misaligned policy objectives.
These issues hinder achieving educational goals, particularly in developing contexts, where
resources and systemic issues exacerbate inefficiencies (5, 6). Consequently, the need to
reform and innovate educational paradigms has never been more critical. This study
examines and critiques the state of general education through the lens of educational
experts and curriculum planners, aiming to propose a paradigmatic model to address these
challenges (4, 10). This study aimed to examine and critique the current state of general
education from the perspective of education experts and curriculum planners.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The research employed a qualitative methodology rooted in the grounded theory
paradigm. The participants consisted of 21 cases, including four relevant articles published
between 2011 and 2021 and 17 curriculum and education specialists with relevant
expertise. A snowball sampling method ensured the inclusion of diverse insights, and semi-
structured interviews were conducted to gather data. These interviews ranged from 30 to
60 minutes, recorded, and transcribed verbatim.

Data analysis involved three stages of coding: open, axial, and selective coding. This
iterative process identified 262 open codes, categorized into 49 subcategories and 19 main
categories, culminating in the development of a paradigmatic model. The research
maintained validity through credibility, transferability, confirmability, and dependability.
Reliability was verified via an inter-coder agreement of 0.84.



FINDINGS

The findings revealed that general education, as viewed by experts, is shaped by 19
main categories and 49 subcategories, structured within a paradigmatic framework. Two
primary components, "General Education™ and "Educational Space," emerged as pivotal.
These components are supported by four subcategories: organized and planned education,
education through media, family and schools, infrastructural development, and educational
transformation.

The analysis further identified causal factors, including micro, macro, and super-
macro environments, each contributing to the quality and implementation of general
education. These environments encompass teacher training methods, strategic educational
frameworks, and societal commitment to education.

Intervening factors, such as centralized management, policy ambiguity, and
traditional assessment methods, were identified as barriers to effective education. For
instance, overcrowded classrooms and outdated curricula detract from personalized
learning experiences. The study also highlighted the implications of educational
shortcomings, emphasizing the necessity for systemic reforms to foster academic and
societal success.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The primary goal of this study was to develop a paradigmatic model for general
education based on the perspectives of education experts. The findings highlighted that the
current state of general education is shaped by 19 main categories, 49 subcategories, and
262 concepts. These results align with previous studies (14, 15, 18), emphasizing two central
themes: "General Education” and "Educational Space," supported by organized programs,
education via media and family, infrastructure development, and transformative practices.

The study identified causal factors categorized as micro, macro, and super-macro
environments. These include teacher training quality, strategic planning, and societal
commitment. Key challenges in education were attributed to management deficiencies,
policy ambiguities, and outdated teaching and assessment methods. For instance,
overcrowded classrooms and overemphasis on quantitative evaluations hinder personalized
learning and effective teaching.

Management issues, such as a lack of systemic thinking and innovative leadership,
exacerbate these challenges. Moreover, unclear and top-down policymaking impedes
adaptive educational reforms. Addressing these issues requires transparent, well-defined
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policies at all levels (micro, macro, and super-macro) to foster cohesive, context-sensitive
strategies.

The findings also shed light on structural problems, including traditional assessment
practices and high student-to-teacher ratios, which compromise educational quality.
Additionally, the prevalence of degree-centric hiring undermines the value of skills and
innovation in professional environments, necessitating a shift towards skill-based
education.

The study acknowledges limitations, such as reliance on interviews and limited
qualitative research on the topic, making data comparison challenging. Future
recommendations include adopting a systemic management perspective, empowering
teachers, and embracing modern educational methods to enhance student and societal
outcomes. Prioritizing teacher status and social recognition is also essential for advancing
general education practices.
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