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ABSTRACT

The aim of the present study is to examine the components of Quranic literacy
Accepted: 09 Sep 2024 (familiarity with recitation rules, ability to read the Quran, understanding the
Available Online: 20 Sep 2024 meanings of phrases and verses, engagement with the Quran, and contemplation of
the Quran) and their prioritization for lifelong learning planning for students and
faculty members at Payame Noor University. This study is applied in terms of its
goal, causal-comparative in nature, and conducted in a survey format. The statistical
population consists of all faculty members from the Department of Educational
Sciences at Payame Noor University and e-learning students at the university for
the 2023-2024 academic year, with a stratified random sample of 358 students and
84 faculty members selected. Following a literature review, a researcher-made
questionnaire assessing Quranic literacy, which had confirmed validity and
reliability, was distributed among the sample. The results of the independent t-test
indicated a significant difference between students and faculty members concerning
the components of understanding the meanings of phrases and verses, engagement
Familiarity with recitation rules, | with the Quran, and contemplation of the Quran. However, no significant difference
ability to read the Quran, was found between students and faculty members regarding familiarity with
recitation rules and the ability to read the Quran. Additionally, the results of the
Friedman test for ranking the Quranic literacy components showed that both
groups, students and faculty members, jointly prioritized understanding the
with the Quran, contemplation of i meanings of phrases and verses as their top choice. Faculty members then ranked
the Quran, students, faculty the ability to read the Quran, engagement with the Quran, and familiarity with
recitation rules in subsequent order, while students followed the same sequence.
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Both groups commonly chose contemplation of the Quran as their lowest priority.
Given the importance of education in fostering Quranic literacy, specialized Quran
education courses should be designed as part of a comprehensive curriculum
focusing on Quranic literacy components for both students and faculty members.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

In the contemporary world, marked by rapid scientific and technological
advancements, Quran education, as one of the most foundational religious texts for
Muslims, holds undeniable significance (1). Institutions of higher learning, especially
universities, play a crucial role in shaping the cultural and religious identity of young
generations. The Quran, offering a comprehensive life program, requires deep
understanding and reflection, which are vital for the intellectual and spiritual development
of both students and faculty (2). The concept of Quranic literacy encompasses the ability
to understand, interpret, and implement the teachings of the Quran and is fundamental to
Islamic education (3). Components of Quranic literacy include familiarity with recitation
rules, the ability to read, comprehension of meanings, engagement, and contemplation of
the Quran. Prioritizing these components is critical to address the gaps and needs in
Quranic education (4).

The growing concern is that insufficient Quranic literacy among university faculty
and students may lead to a lack of profound understanding of religious concepts,
misconceptions, and reduced spiritual connection (5). This situation can weaken cultural
and religious identities and affect critical thinking skills (6). To address this issue,
comprehensive Quranic education programs are necessary to enhance understanding and
encourage the integration of Quranic teachings into modern life contexts (8).

The aim of the present study is to examine the components of Quranic literacy
(familiarity with recitation rules, ability to read the Quran, understanding the meanings of
phrases and verses, engagement with the Quran, and contemplation of the Quran) and their
prioritization for lifelong learning planning for students and faculty members at Payame
Noor University.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study aimed to explore and prioritize components of Quranic literacy to develop
lifelong learning programs for students and faculty members at Payame Noor University.
It employed an applied, causal-comparative design using a survey method. The study's
population comprised all faculty members in the Department of Educational Sciences and
e-learning students at Payame Noor University for the academic year 2023-2024. A
stratified random sample of 358 students and 84 faculty members was selected. A
researcher-made questionnaire, confirmed for validity and reliability, assessed Quranic
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literacy across five dimensions: familiarity with recitation rules, the ability to read,
comprehension of meanings, engagement, and contemplation. Data were analyzed using
SPSS, employing descriptive and inferential statistics, including independent t-tests and
Friedman tests.

FINDINGS

The study’s results highlighted significant differences between students and faculty
members in the components of comprehension, engagement, and contemplation of the
Quran. The independent t-test showed no significant differences between the two groups
regarding familiarity with recitation rules and the ability to read. The average scores for
comprehension, engagement, and contemplation were higher for faculty members than for
students. The Friedman test for component ranking revealed that both groups prioritized
comprehension of the meanings of Quranic verses. Faculty members subsequently ranked
the ability to read, engagement, and familiarity with recitation rules, while students
mirrored this sequence. Contemplation of the Quran was ranked lowest by both groups.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The study underscores the significant role of universities as cultural and academic
hubs in developing Quranic literacy in the current era. It aimed to explore and prioritize
components of Quranic literacy, including familiarity with recitation rules, reading ability,
comprehension of meanings, engagement, and contemplation, among faculty and e-
learning students at Payame Noor University.

Results from the independent t-tests indicated no significant differences between
students and faculty members in familiarity with recitation rules and reading ability. This
consistency suggests that comprehensive and widespread Quranic education from a young
age in Islamic societies has equalized these skills among both groups (9). The education
system’s structured approach, starting in schools and religious centers, has made the basic
skills of Quran recitation widely accessible. Additionally, shared educational resources,
like textbooks, audio materials, and videos, contribute to uniform learning outcomes (12,
15). In the Islamic culture, there is a longstanding emphasis on correct Quran recitation,
which further explains the absence of significant differences between the groups (9).

However, the study found significant differences in comprehension of meanings,
engagement, and contemplation of the Quran. Faculty members outperformed students in
understanding meanings, a result that aligns with findings from Hatika and colleagues
(2021) and Allah Karami and colleagues (1396) (13, 15). This difference is attributed to
faculty members' age, greater experience, and possibly specialized training in religious
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studies, enabling them to access and utilize advanced interpretive resources and analysis
techniques. Their analytical skills, honed through years of practice and education, allow
for a more in-depth understanding of Quranic concepts (13).

Regarding engagement, there was no significant difference between students and
faculty members. This finding contrasts with prior research by Hatika et al. (2021), which
showed faculty members had a stronger engagement (13). Engagement with the Quran
involves practices like regular recitation, memorization, and participating in Quranic
sessions. Both groups’ similar levels of engagement could be due to shared cultural and
religious commitments, as well as participation in educational programs organized by
mosques and community centers, which equally impact both students and faculty (6).

In contemplation, faculty members demonstrated significantly greater depth,
reflecting on and analyzing Quranic verses more than students. This result is supported by
studies such as those by Maisarah and colleagues (2023) and Bukhari Muslim et al. (2024)
(3, 11). The contemplation process requires not only familiarity with Quranic text but also
the ability to interpret its deeper meanings, often facilitated by specialized skills developed
over time. Faculty members' advanced interpretive abilities, gained through their education
and professional experience, enable them to engage in more meaningful reflection (15).

Finally, both groups ranked comprehension of meanings as the highest priority and
contemplation as the lowest. While the top and bottom priorities were consistent, the
ranking of other components varied, indicating different educational needs between
students and faculty (9). These insights suggest that comprehensive educational strategies,
incorporating modern technology and tailored content, should be developed to address
these differences and enhance Quranic literacy effectively (8).
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