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ABSTRACT

The aim of the study is to design a model for the development of creativity in
primary school students in Tehran. The research method is applied in terms of its
objective, qualitative in terms of data type, and a systematic grounded theory
(paradigmatic) approach in nature. The target population of the study includes
experts in the fields of educational sciences and psychology. Using a purposive
sampling method of the theoretical type and based on theoretical saturation, 15
experts were selected for interviews. The research instrument was a semi-structured
interview, during which the dimensions, components, and indicators of the model
for developing creativity in Tehran’s primary school students were outlined.
Initially, in-depth interviews with the experts were conducted to develop the
interview form. Subsequently, open coding was used to extract the indicators,
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Keywords which were categorized into components and indicators using axial coding. The
Creativity, Causal Factors, identified components and indicators were then sent to 15 experts for further
Intervening Conditions, analysis through selective coding, interviews, and brainstorming sessions.

Contextual Conditions, Strategies, | COnsequently, the model was finalized with 5 dimensions, 16 components, and 102
indicators for fostering creativity in primary school students. After final validation
and prioritization by the experts, the dimensions, components, and structural
indicators of the model were drawn and revalidated by the experts.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

The pace of societal changes today is unparalleled, influencing various sectors,
especially education. As societies evolve, the need for creative and adaptive thinking skills
in education becomes crucial (1). The integration of technology and rapidly growing
information demands an educational system capable of nurturing flexible and precise
thought processes. It is widely accepted that creativity, as an essential skill, can be
cultivated through well-structured educational interventions, emphasizing the role of
educational policymakers, school administrators, teachers, and even parents (2). The
foundational role of education in shaping human capital and sustainable national
development necessitates a comprehensive scientific consideration of all its facets. As the
backbone of society, educational institutions must adapt to societal transformations to
fulfill their role in nurturing aware and efficient individuals (3).

Creativity encompasses various psychological and social dimensions and cannot be
confined to a single attribute. It is a multidimensional phenomenon, involving personal
traits, environmental factors, processes, and products (5). Creativity can be fostered through
education, as theorists suggest it involves the generation of new and valuable ideas, a skill
that can be developed (6). Historical studies, like those by Torrance at the University of
Minnesota, highlight the significant impact of the learning environment on creative
thinking (7).

Educators hold a critical position in either fostering or stifling students' creativity.
Despite numerous studies, there remains a gap in comprehensive models addressing
creativity cultivation, particularly in elementary education (8). Research confirms that
everyone has innate creative potential, although it may manifest differently. Thus, fostering
creativity is not limited to highly intelligent individuals but is accessible to all with the
right support (9). Recent studies emphasize the importance of fostering supportive
environments both at home and in schools to enhance creativity (14). The aim of the study
Is to design a model for the development of creativity in primary school students in Tehran.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The study employed a systematic grounded theory approach to design a model for
creativity development among primary school students in Tehran. The target population
consisted of 15 educational experts selected through theoretical sampling. Data collection
involved semi-structured interviews, and data analysis was conducted using open, axial,
and selective coding. In the first phase, open coding identified initial concepts, which were



Mehrang et al. Study and Innovation in Education and Development, Vol. 4, [ssue 3: 2024

grouped into components using axial coding. Selective coding refined these categories into
a final model consisting of dimensions, components, and indicators. The research
emphasized rigorous validation and refinement processes through expert consultations and
brainstorming sessions. The model was confirmed through expert feedback and prioritized
accordingly.

FINDINGS

The final model comprises five dimensions, 16 components, and 102 indicators.
These dimensions include causal, contextual, intervening, strategic, and outcome factors.
The causal dimension encompasses elements such as transformative policies, family
influence, and media, highlighting their foundational role in shaping students' creative
abilities. For instance, experts identified family support and flexibility in household rules
as crucial factors in fostering emotional independence and creativity.

The contextual dimension includes organizational culture, structure, and economic
factors, influencing how strategies are implemented. Organizational culture and reduced
formalities in school structures emerged as essential components. Additionally, economic
support was found to be a significant enabler for effective educational practices.

Intervening conditions, such as educational leadership, teachers' roles, technology
integration, and the educational environment, were identified as critical facilitators or
barriers. Effective school administrators and innovative teachers were recognized for their
significant impact on nurturing creativity. Technology was highlighted as a crucial element
in promoting collaborative and interactive learning experiences.

Strategic factors covered planning, curriculum content, teaching methods, and
evaluation techniques. The findings stressed the importance of coherent and flexible
educational planning and the need for engaging and motivational teaching content. Active
and student-centered teaching methods were recommended to foster creative problem-
solving and innovation.

Lastly, the outcome dimension focused on individual and social capabilities
developed through the model. Individual outcomes included improved cognitive abilities
and emotional well-being, while social outcomes emphasized enhanced collaboration and
adaptability. Experts noted that fostering creativity helps students navigate complex future
challenges and contribute positively to society.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
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The study proposes a robust and comprehensive model for developing creativity in
elementary students, emphasizing the multidimensional nature of creativity. The findings
reveal that nurturing creativity requires a supportive family environment, adaptable school
policies, and the integration of modern technologies. Teachers play a pivotal role in this
process, necessitating continuous professional development to remain effective.

Educational leadership should prioritize fostering a creative culture and reducing
bureaucratic constraints. The integration of technology in classrooms can provide new
avenues for student engagement and collaboration. The proposed strategies, such as active
learning methods and formative assessments, align with global best practices in education.

The outcome of this research highlights the significant impact of a well-rounded
approach to creativity development. By focusing on both individual and societal benefits,
the model addresses the needs of a rapidly changing world. Further research could explore
the implementation of this model on a larger scale and its adaptability across different
cultural contexts.

In conclusion, the research underscores the critical need for a systematic and
validated approach to fostering creativity in primary education, offering practical insights
for educators and policymakers. The findings provide a roadmap for enhancing creativity,
ultimately contributing to the holistic development of future generations.
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