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ABSTRACT
Received: 13 Apr 2024 The primary aim of this study is to identify the dimensions and components of global
Accepted: 03 Jun 2024 citizenship education in first-year secondary schools using the thematic analysis technique.
Available Online: 20 Jun 2024 The research method is mixed (qualitative-quantitative). In addition to document analysis,

the study employs thematic analysis using MAXQDAZ12 software to identify factors and
components. The statistical population includes all faculty members with assistant professor
rank or higher in the fields of educational management, higher education management, and
educational technology, as well as principals and teachers of first-year secondary schools.
Theoretical saturation was achieved after conducting 14 interviews. Ultimately, basic,
organizing, and overarching themes were extracted. In the quantitative phase, structural
equation modeling was used to determine the impact and rank of dimensions and
components. Based on the semi-structured interviews, eight dimensions (ethical citizenship
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Global Citizenship Education for global competence, education for scientific and practical knowledge, and student

technology literacy) and 53 components (organizing themes) for global citizenship
education in first-year secondary schools were identified. Subsequently, a researcher-
developed questionnaire revealed the following ranking of priorities: education for global
identity (coefficient = 0.942), education for global competence (coefficient = 0.937),
education for peace and reconciliation (coefficient = 0.928), environmental citizenship
education (coefficient = 0.921), education for civic engagement and responsibility
(coefficient = 0.871), ethical citizenship education (coefficient = 0.862), education for
scientific and practical knowledge (coefficient = 0.827), and student technology literacy
(coefficient = 0.795).
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, globalization has reshaped social and educational paradigms,
leading to an increased emphasis on global citizenship education (GCE). This approach
equips learners with the competencies to navigate a complex, interconnected world. GCE
transcends traditional education by fostering an awareness of global issues, promoting
ethical behavior, and nurturing skills such as empathy, cross-cultural communication, and
environmental stewardship. International organizations such as UNESCO and UNICEF
advocate for GCE as a vehicle for achieving global equity and sustainable development (1,
4).

Educational institutions play a pivotal role in cultivating global citizens. Schools are
not merely places of instruction but also spaces for practicing democratic values and
responsibilities (2). The curriculum should provide opportunities to examine diverse
perspectives, enabling students to appreciate their roles in local and global contexts. The
holistic goal of GCE is to nurture informed, active, and empathetic citizens who can
contribute to a more equitable and harmonious world (s, 16).

However, the integration of GCE in educational systems varies across cultural and
national contexts. In Iran, the need for tailored GCE frameworks that align with local
values and global imperatives is increasingly recognized (8). The present study seeks to
identify the dimensions and components of GCE specifically for first-year secondary
school students, employing a mixed-methods approach to develop a comprehensive and
culturally relevant model.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This mixed-methods study utilized qualitative and quantitative approaches to
explore and validate the dimensions of GCE. In the qualitative phase, thematic analysis
was conducted using MAXQDA12 software. Participants included faculty members,
school principals, and teachers with relevant expertise in education and technology.
Fourteen semi-structured interviews were conducted until theoretical saturation was
reached. Data from these interviews were coded, categorized, and synthesized into
overarching themes.

In the quantitative phase, a researcher-developed questionnaire was distributed to
202 secondary school teachers from ten educational districts in Tehran. Structural equation
modeling (SEM) was employed to analyze the data and rank the identified dimensions and

YAY



YAD

components of GCE. The study adhered to ethical guidelines, ensuring participant consent
and data confidentiality.
FINDINGS
The study identified eight primary dimensions and 53 components of GCE in first-
year secondary schools:
1. Ethical Citizenship Education: Includes fostering respect, promoting social
justice, and encouraging peaceful conflict resolution.
2. Civic Engagement and Responsibility: Emphasizes awareness of local and global
responsibilities, participation in civic organizations, and advocacy for human rights.
3. Education for Peace and Reconciliation: Focuses on human rights education,
sensitivity to global injustices, and commitment to peacebuilding.
4. Environmental Citizenship Education: Addresses sustainable practices,
environmental advocacy, and global ecological awareness.
5. Global Identity: Cultivates cultural tolerance, global responsibility, and skills for
intercultural communication.
6. Global Competence: Involves critical thinking, problem-solving, and readiness to
address global challenges.
7. Scientific and Practical Knowledge: Encourages inquiry-based learning, scientific
literacy, and technological adaptability.
8. Student Technology Literacy: Highlights media and digital literacy, awareness of
emerging technologies, and the use of Al in education.
Quantitative results revealed significant gaps between current and desired states of
GCE implementation, with "Education for Global Identity" ranked as the highest priority
(coefficient = 0.942), followed by "Global Competence" (coefficient = 0.937) and
"Education for Peace and Reconciliation” (coefficient = 0.928). Paired sample t-tests
confirmed statistically significant differences between the existing and optimal conditions
across all dimensions.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The findings underscore the multifaceted nature of GCE and its critical role in
shaping proactive, globally minded citizens. The eight dimensions identified in this study
align with global trends in GCE while incorporating culturally specific elements relevant
to the Iranian context. For example, the emphasis on ethical citizenship reflects societal
values of justice and mutual respect.
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The significant gaps between the current and desired states of GCE in lIranian
secondary schools highlight the need for systemic reforms. Addressing these gaps requires
curriculum innovation, teacher training, and policy support. The priority rankings offer a
roadmap for targeted interventions, with an initial focus on enhancing students’ global
identity and competence.

This study contributes to the literature by proposing a culturally sensitive GCE
framework tailored to the Iranian education system. Future research could expand the scope
to include longitudinal evaluations of GCE interventions and explore their impact on
student outcomes. Ultimately, the integration of GCE into national curricula can foster a
generation of learners equipped to tackle global challenges with empathy, resilience, and
innovation.
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