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ABSTRACT
Received: 05 Jul 2024 The concept of human development emphasizes qualitative aspects over the mere
Accepted: 28 Aug 2024 guantitative aspects of growth. The core of this concept is that development must go beyond
Available Online: 20 Sep 2024 increasing income and wealth. In the framework of human development, women’s

participation in economic, social, and political life, as well as eliminating gender
inequalities, holds significant importance. Accordingly, the objective of this study is to
analyze the relationship between the levels of human and geographical development with
the degree of deprivation and empowerment in gender-related indices. The research
methodology is based on a documentary-statistical approach. The data sources include the
results of the 2006 and 2016 censuses. The statistical population of this study encompasses
all provinces of the country, analyzed comprehensively based on the census results of 2006

Keywords and 2016. Data analysis was conducted using SPSS software (version 19) and EViews

Human development level, software. The findings indicate that the indices constituting the levels of development in

geographical factors, degree of Iranian provinces (human development levels, distance from and proximity to Tehran,

deprivation, gender population density [human capital], and the type of geographical settlements [urban and

empowerment. rural areas]) have a positive and significant relationship with the degree of gender-related
deprivation and empowerment. Additionally, the indices representing the levels of
development in Iranian provinces can explain the variance in the degree of gender-related
deprivation and empowerment.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Gender inequality remains one of the most challenging societal issues, manifesting
as disparities in economic, social, and political domains (1). Women's participation in these
areas is often constrained by systemic biases and unequal access to resources, which
ultimately hinders human development (2). Despite global initiatives aimed at addressing
these inequalities, significant gaps persist, especially in developing regions (3). This study
examines the relationship between development indicators and gender-related deprivation
and empowerment across lranian provinces over a decade.

The concept of human development, introduced in the 1990s by the United Nations,
emphasizes the importance of improving individuals' capabilities and access to
opportunities beyond economic growth (4). This framework highlights gender equality as
a cornerstone for sustainable development, advocating for the elimination of disparities in
education, employment, and political participation (Mahmoudi & Samimi Far, 2019). In
Iran, where women constitute nearly half of the population, neglecting gender
empowerment impedes national progress (5).

This study utilizes comprehensive data from the 2006 and 2016 censuses to analyze
the impact of human and geographical development on gender empowerment and
deprivation indices. It investigates whether proximity to urban centers, population density,
and other development indicators influence gender disparities.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study employed a documentary-statistical research method, leveraging
secondary data from the 2006 and 2016 Iranian censuses. The research comprehensively
analyzed all Iranian provinces using SPSS (version 19) and EViews software for statistical
analysis.

Key development indicators examined included human development index (HDI),
population density, proximity to Tehran, and type of geographical settlement (urban vs.
rural). Gender deprivation and empowerment were measured using indices such as
education levels, income disparities, and participation rates in economic and political
sectors. A multiple regression analysis was conducted to determine the explanatory power
of these variables on gender-related outcomes.

FINDINGS
The analysis revealed significant variations in development and gender
empowerment across Iranian provinces. The primary findings are summarized as follows:
1. Human Development and Gender Empowerment: Provinces with higher human
development levels, such as Tehran and Isfahan, exhibited lower gender deprivation
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and higher empowerment scores. In contrast, regions like Sistan and Baluchestan

had the lowest development and highest gender disparities.

2. Population Density: High population density correlated negatively with gender
empowerment. Provinces with concentrated populations, such as Tehran, faced
reduced access to opportunities due to resource constraints.

3. Proximity to Tehran: Proximity to the capital was positively associated with gender
empowerment. Urban provinces near Tehran benefited from better infrastructure and
policy implementation, reducing gender disparities.

4. Geographical Settlement Type: Urban areas consistently showed higher gender
empowerment than rural regions. Rural provinces faced significant challenges in
education access and economic participation for women.

The regression analysis indicated that these development indices collectively
explained a significant proportion of the variance in gender deprivation and empowerment
across provinces. The findings underscore the interconnectedness of socio-economic and
geographical factors in shaping gender outcomes.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The results highlight stark inequalities in gender empowerment across lranian
provinces, driven by disparities in human development, geographical proximity to Tehran,
and settlement types. These findings align with previous studies emphasizing the critical
role of development in addressing gender disparities (4).

Urban areas near Tehran demonstrate higher gender empowerment due to better
access to education, healthcare, and employment opportunities. Conversely, rural and
remote provinces face systemic barriers that perpetuate gender deprivation. Addressing
these inequalities requires targeted interventions that prioritize infrastructure development,
education access, and economic inclusion in underdeveloped regions.

The study contributes to the discourse on gender equality by demonstrating the
pivotal role of human development in reducing gender disparities. Policymakers should
adopt inclusive strategies that address the unique challenges faced by rural and
disadvantaged provinces. Expanding educational opportunities, implementing gender-
sensitive policies, and enhancing economic participation for women are essential steps
toward achieving equitable development.

In conclusion, this study underscores the necessity of integrating gender equality
into national development agendas. By bridging the gaps in human development and
addressing geographical disparities, Iran can foster a more inclusive and sustainable
society.
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