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ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify the educational and developmental realm and determine
Accepted: 19 Dec 2024 its educational components based on the model of tolerance and forbearance
Available Online: 30 Dec 2024 derived from the Quran and Nahj al-Balagha. The study was conducted using a
qualitative approach, employing the grounded theory methodology for model
design. The research domain included all verses of the Quran and sections of Nahj
al-Balagha, including letters, sermons, proverbs, and more. The analysis of the
research domain was carried out gradually based on keywords and recurring words
related to the topic, with a focus on appropriate Persian and Arabic keywords such
as tasahul (tolerance), tasamuh (forbearance), sahla (ease), samha (leniency), al-
tasir (facilitation), al-tasahul (tolerance), al-suhiilah (simplicity), asni (ease), ‘afw
(forgiveness), /in (gentleness), mudara (tact), and soft-heartedness. This process
continued until theoretical saturation was reached. For reviewing theoretical and
research backgrounds, a library-based method and note-taking tool were employed,
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Keywords ensuring the fulfillment of alternative validity and reliability criteria based on
Quran, Nahj al-Balagha, trustworthiness, credibility, and dependability. Data analysis was conducted using
Tolerance and Forbearance, the Glaserian method (open, selective, and theoretical coding). The findings

presented the model of tolerance and forbearance in the educational and
developmental realm, incorporating four educational domains: faith and worship,
education and development, social relations, and individual ethics, all aimed at the
nurturing and development of humanity. Based on the findings, the educational and
developmental components of this model include: advice with a focus on tolerance,
gentle counsel through storytelling, flexibility in educational methods, nurturing
the educational environment, introducing a model of gentleness, and teaching with
love. These components can serve as a new guide to transform schools into beloved
places, fostering an atmosphere of affection.
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INTRODUCTION

Islam is considered the perfect and comprehensive version of divine religions,
encompassing both the revealed knowledge of the heavens and the complete intellect and
consciousness of the earth. It is beyond doubt that such a religion offers a contemporary
and well-rounded program to address the material and spiritual needs of individuals, in
both personal and societal dimensions. This program includes aspects of belief, worship,
ethics, social and political relations, economics, and professional life, all of which provide
a framework for the cultivation of a balanced, effective, and competent human being in the
Muslim community. It is through this divine approach that Islam shapes the life of its
followers in a way that they become able to play a meaningful and harmonious role in
society, reflecting the essence of a true Muslim lifestyle (1, 3).

For the development of individuals within this framework, Islamic education and
training systems must align with the divine teachings of the Qur'an and other sacred
sources, offering a model that emphasizes tolerance, understanding, and coexistence. These
principles are reflected in the religious and philosophical traditions of Islam, where a
profound emphasis on values such as "tolerance" and "forbearance" serves as a key element
in the development of a morally upright society. These teachings not only provide guidance
for individual conduct but also address the societal relations between Muslims and others,
reinforcing the importance of peaceful coexistence, mutual respect, and the pursuit of
justice.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study utilized a qualitative approach to explore the role of tolerance and
forbearance in Islamic educational systems. The research design involved a thorough
review of Islamic texts, including the Qur'an and the Nahj al-Balagha, to extract principles
related to the cultivation of tolerance and understanding. In-depth interviews were
conducted with scholars and religious educators who specialize in Islamic philosophy,
ethics, and education. These interviews provided insights into how Islamic teachings on
tolerance can be incorporated into contemporary educational models, particularly those
related to moral and social development.

Data collection was carried out using semi-structured interviews, with participants
drawn from various Islamic institutions, religious centers, and universities. The
interviewees were selected based on their expertise in Islamic studies, particularly in areas
related to moral education and social ethics. The data analysis followed a thematic
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approach, focusing on the identification of key themes related to tolerance, forbearance,
and their application in modern educational practices.

FINDINGS

The findings of the study revealed several key insights into the concept of tolerance
in Islamic teachings and its educational implications:

1. Conceptual Understanding: Both "tasahul" (tolerance) and "tasamuh"
(forbearance) are central to Islamic ethics. These terms, while often used
interchangeably, carry nuanced meanings. "Tasahul" refers to easing one's approach
and being lenient, while "tasamuh” is associated with magnanimity, forgiveness, and
generosity. Both concepts encourage soft-heartedness, patience, and the willingness
to forgive and tolerate differences.

2. Theological and Educational Significance: Islamic teachings emphasize the
importance of these virtues in both personal and social contexts. The Qur'an
advocates for patience in the face of ignorance, advising believers to respond to harm
with peace and kindness. Prophetic traditions and sayings from Nahj al-Balagha
further elaborate on the value of tolerance in resolving conflicts and fostering
peaceful social relationships.

3. Educational Implications: The study identified that incorporating these principles
into educational practices would help cultivate a generation of individuals who not
only understand the value of tolerance but actively practice it in their interactions.
Educational systems that emphasize the importance of patience, understanding, and
forgiveness can better prepare students to navigate societal challenges and contribute
to a more harmonious community.

4. Challenges and Criticisms: Some studies critiqued the application of these
concepts in modern Islamic education, arguing that Western frameworks of
tolerance often overlook the spiritual and moral dimensions that are inherent in the
Islamic understanding of these virtues. The research also highlighted a gap in some
existing studies that fail to integrate the religious and cultural contexts of tolerance
within their analysis.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The study highlights that Islamic teachings provide a rich framework for fostering
tolerance and forbearance, which are crucial in the cultivation of moral and socially
responsible individuals. These values are deeply embedded in the Qur'an and the Hadiths,
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forming a cornerstone of Islamic educational philosophy. The teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and the guidance found in Nahj al-Balagha underscore the importance
of responding to adversity with gentleness and kindness, and these qualities are essential
for building a peaceful and just society.

Incorporating these values into contemporary educational practices can bridge the
gap between traditional Islamic teachings and modern educational needs. However, there
Is a need for further research to explore how these concepts can be effectively integrated
into modern curricula and teaching methods, particularly in multicultural and pluralistic
societies. While some scholars have critiqued the adaptation of Western concepts of
tolerance in Islamic contexts, the integration of Islamic principles of tolerance offers a
more holistic approach to addressing societal challenges (1, 16).

Furthermore, the research calls for greater emphasis on the spiritual dimensions of
tolerance and forbearance, which are often neglected in secular educational systems. In an
era of increasing polarization and social division, Islamic teachings offer valuable lessons
on the importance of patience, understanding, and peaceful coexistence, which are essential
for building a more just and compassionate world.

In conclusion, Islamic educational models that emphasize tolerance and forbearance
can play a pivotal role in promoting peaceful coexistence, enhancing social harmony, and
fostering moral development. These values, when applied in the context of modern
education, can contribute to the development of a more tolerant and understanding society,
both within the Muslim world and beyond. The study encourages further exploration of
these themes in Islamic educational research, with a focus on practical applications and
methodologies that integrate both spiritual and educational dimensions.
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