Journal of

Study and Innovation in Education and Development Volume 6, Issue 1 (2025): 1-28

Experiences of Farhangian University Faculty Members Regarding
Philosophical Prospects and Challenges in Teacher Education: A
Qualitative Study

Fatemeh Mardan Arbat!*®, Maryam Marandi Heydarloo!
1. Department of Educational Sciences, Farhangian University, P.O. Box 889-14665, Tehran, Iran

ABSTRACT

Teacher education, as one of the fundamental pillars of the educational system, plays a
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First Available: 04 Oct 2025 various philosophical prospects and challenges. The present study aimed to examine the
Final Publication: 21 Mar 2026 experiences of faculty members at Farhangian University regarding the application of and

engagement with philosophical prospects and challenges in the teacher education process.
This research employed a qualitative design with an interpretative phenomenological
analysis (IPA) approach. The study population comprised all faculty members of
Farhangian University in East Azerbaijan Province, selected through purposive criterion
sampling. Sampling continued until data saturation was reached, and ultimately 15
challenges, teacher education, participants took part in the study. Data were collected through semi-structured, in-depth
philosophy of education interviews and analyzed using Smith’s six-stage protocol. The findings led to the extraction
of nine main themes: (1) enhancing the teacher education process through philosophical
perspectives, (2) aligning philosophical views in teacher education with the practical and
real needs of school teaching, (3) the influence of social and cultural transformations on the
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philosophy of teacher education, (4) the role of technology and innovation in teacher
education from a philosophical standpoint, (5) the importance of critical thinking and
philosophy in teacher education, (6) philosophical evaluation of teacher education curricula,
(7) the role of philosophical research in developing teacher education, (8) interaction
between educational philosophies and educational policies, and (9) philosophical challenges
in teacher education: barriers and solutions. Based on these findings, strengthening critical
thinking, leveraging technological innovations, and fostering philosophical responsibility
among teachers are of great significance. The results indicate that employing philosophical
perspectives can improve the teacher education process and enhance the overall quality of
education within the national educational system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Teacher education is widely recognized as one of the most fundamental components
of educational systems across the world. The quality of teacher preparation directly
determines the efficiency and equity of the learning process in schools and subsequently
shapes broader social and cultural development (1). In this regard, philosophy of education
has always played a critical role in clarifying the aims of education, guiding instructional
practice, and framing the professional identity of teachers (3). As societies undergo rapid
changes due to globalization, cultural diversification, and technological innovation,
philosophical perspectives in teacher education require continuous reflection and
adaptation (2).

Among various philosophical currents, pragmatism—rooted in John Dewey’s
theories—emphasizes experiential learning, problem-solving, and the dynamic interaction
between theory and practice, which is highly relevant for teacher preparation in
contemporary contexts (4). Similarly, humanistic approaches highlight personal growth,
intrinsic motivation, and the centrality of the learner, requiring teachers to go beyond
knowledge transmission and nurture holistic development (5). Constructivism also remains
essential, as it underscores the active role of learners in building knowledge and meaning
through social interaction (6). Each of these philosophical paradigms provides essential
orientations for designing teacher education programs that are responsive to the demands
of today’s classrooms.

Nevertheless, teacher education often suffers from a persistent gap between
theoretical discourses and practical school realities (7). Many preservice teachers are well-
versed in abstract theories but struggle to translate these into effective classroom practices,
particularly in diverse and resource-constrained contexts (8). The challenge of aligning
philosophical ideals with authentic teaching experiences remains a pressing issue
worldwide (9).

Cultural and social transformations further complicate this landscape. Increasing
migration and multiculturalism have created classrooms with students from heterogeneous
cultural, linguistic, and socio-economic backgrounds (10). In such contexts, the need for
culturally responsive pedagogy and multicultural teacher training is more urgent than ever
(11). Concepts such as culturally sustaining pedagogy (12) and educational justice are

central to empowering marginalized groups and fostering inclusive learning. Furthermore,



institutional policies and teacher identity formation often create tensions that influence
teachers’ autonomy and agency (13, 21).

Technological advancement also poses both opportunities and philosophical
challenges. Frameworks such as Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACK)
highlight the need for teachers to meaningfully integrate technology with pedagogy and
content knowledge (15). Yet, scholars caution that technology should not overshadow the
humanistic and ethical dimensions of teaching (16). Teacher education must therefore
prepare candidates to critically and responsibly employ technology in ways that enhance,
rather than diminish, human interaction and ethical responsibility (9).

Another cornerstone of effective teacher preparation is critical thinking. Research
has consistently demonstrated that explicit strategies for teaching critical thinking
significantly improve students’ ability to evaluate assumptions, reason logically, and make
evidence-based decisions (17). Teacher education programs are thus called upon to model
and cultivate these skills, enabling future teachers to foster critical inquiry in their
classrooms (18). Approaches such as problem-based learning (19), philosophical dialogue
(20), and reflective thematic analysis (25) provide promising pathways for embedding
critical thinking into teacher training.

Finally, the intersection of philosophy and educational policy remains crucial.
Policymakers frequently prioritize standardized outcomes, accountability, and technical
competencies, sometimes at the expense of ethical, cultural, and philosophical dimensions
(23). This disconnect risks producing teachers who are technically competent but
philosophically disengaged. Research suggests that involving teacher educators and
practitioners in policymaking can bridge this gap and ensure that curricula reflect both local
cultural values and global educational standards (2).

In sum, the literature underscores that philosophical perspectives are not abstract
ideals but practical tools for navigating the complexities of contemporary education. From
multicultural justice (14) to intercultural communication (22), from reflective research
methodologies (24) to interdisciplinary models of professional development (26-28), the
future of teacher education depends on balancing philosophy, practice, technology, and
policy in a coherent and context-sensitive manner. The present study aims to explore how
faculty members at Farhangian University, as a key teacher education institution in Iran,
perceive and experience these philosophical prospects and challenges in their professional
context.

METHODS AND MATERIALS
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This study adopted a qualitative design with an interpretative phenomenological
analysis (IPA) approach. The population consisted of all faculty members of Farhangian
University in East Azerbaijan Province. Using purposive criterion sampling, participants
were selected until data saturation was reached. In total, 15 faculty members participated.
Data were collected through in-depth, semi-structured interviews. The six-step analytic
protocol introduced by Smith was applied for coding, thematic analysis, and interpretation
of the data. Ethical considerations such as confidentiality, informed consent, and voluntary
participation were carefully observed.

FINDINGS

The thematic analysis resulted in nine overarching themes:

1. Enhancing teacher education through philosophical perspectives. Faculty
members emphasized that incorporating philosophical insights, such as pragmatism
and humanism, enriches teacher training and broadens the reflective capacity of
preservice teachers.

2. Alignment between philosophical views and practical school needs. Participants
highlighted that philosophical discourses often remain abstract unless integrated into
real classroom experiences, indicating a need for stronger school-based practicum
components.

3. The impact of socio-cultural transformations. Faculty members observed that
growing multiculturalism, gender role shifts, and family structure changes demand
new competencies from teachers, including cultural sensitivity and adaptability.

4. Technology and innovation from a philosophical lens. While technology was
recognized as a powerful tool for improving learning, participants raised concerns
about ethical issues, loss of interpersonal interaction, and the need for balanced
integration.

5. Critical thinking and philosophy in teacher education. Faculty agreed that
cultivating critical thinking is essential, with strategies such as problem-based
learning and reflective dialogue considered effective.

6. Philosophical evaluation of teacher education curricula. The necessity of
systematically embedding philosophical evaluation criteria into curriculum design
and review processes was emphasized.

7. The role of philosophical research in teacher education development.
Participants noted that philosophical inquiry contributes to bridging theory-practice

gaps and guiding innovative reforms in teacher training programs.



8. Interaction between educational philosophies and policies. A recurring theme
was the disconnection between philosophical values and centralized educational
policies, often limiting teachers’ agency and identity.

9. Philosophical challenges: barriers and solutions. Faculty identified barriers such
as rigid policies, limited resources, and superficial approaches to philosophy, but
also suggested solutions like collaborative committees, reflective practice, and
intercultural training.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings confirm that philosophical perspectives remain indispensable in teacher
education, not as abstract theories but as frameworks guiding practice, innovation, and
professional identity. By identifying nine thematic domains, the study demonstrates how
faculty members experience both the empowering and challenging dimensions of
philosophy in teacher preparation.

The emphasis on pragmatism, humanism, and constructivism illustrates that
philosophical diversity is necessary to prepare teachers for dynamic classrooms. Aligning
these philosophies with school realities underscores the importance of experiential,
practice-based components in preservice teacher programs. Moreover, socio-cultural
transformations highlight the urgency of multicultural and intercultural education,
positioning philosophy as a means to advance equity and justice.

The dual role of technology—as both an opportunity and a challenge—further
confirms that philosophical responsibility is vital in guiding its educational use. Similarly,
the strong focus on critical thinking demonstrates that teacher education must cultivate
reflective and analytical capacities to enable both teachers and students to question
assumptions and engage in meaningful inquiry.

The study also sheds light on the structural disconnection between philosophy and
educational policy, which risks marginalizing philosophical insights in favor of technical
compliance. Addressing this gap requires participatory governance, in which teacher
educators and practitioners have a stronger voice. Finally, by recognizing barriers while
also identifying solutions, faculty members demonstrate that philosophical challenges are
not insurmountable but require sustained collaboration, reflective practice, and policy
reform.

In conclusion, this study reinforces the notion that philosophy is not peripheral but
central to teacher education. Embedding philosophical perspectives into curricula,

research, and practice can enhance teacher professionalism, educational justice, and
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adaptability in the face of global and local transformations. The experiences of faculty
members at Farhangian University reveal that by integrating philosophy, technology,
critical thinking, and policy, teacher education can become more responsive, reflective,

and resilient.
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