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The present study aimed to design and validate an educational equity model for the
education system of Iraq. This research, based on its objective, is categorized as
applied research and is descriptive-survey in terms of data collection methodology.
The statistical population consisted of all schoolteachers in Irag, totaling 1,122,345
individuals. From this population, based on Krejcie and Morgan's table (1970), a
sample size of 384 participants was selected. The sampling method employed was
cluster sampling. A researcher-designed questionnaire was utilized as the data
collection tool. To examine the validity of the measurement tool, two methods were
used: content validity (face validity) and construct validity (confirmatory factor
analysis approach). Data analysis was performed using the confirmatory factor
analysis approach with Amos software. The findings revealed that confirmatory

Keywords factor analysis of the equity category in the domains of students, parents, teachers,
Education, Education System of | and administrators indicated that the primary concept of "students” had a path
Iraq, Educational Equity coefficient of 0.98, "teachers™ had a path coefficient of 0.52, "administrators" had

a path coefficient of 0.35, and "parents” had a path coefficient of 0.92. These
concepts exhibited strong correlations with the factor "equity in human resources,"
making them strong indicators for measuring this factor. Additionally, the p-values
for all primary concepts within this factor were less than 0.05, signifying a
significant relationship between each category and its higher-order factor. It can be
concluded that addressing the indicators and variables discussed in this study is
essential for achieving social equity, and planners must pay serious attention to
them.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Educational equity has been a cornerstone of societal advancement, recognized for
its potential to mitigate disparities and foster social cohesion. The quest for justice within
education transcends mere accessibility, extending to equitable allocation of resources and
opportunities that cater to diverse learner needs. Historical literature underscores the
integral role of education in combating inequality, emphasizing that equitable education
systems enhance societal welfare and national progress (1, 2).

Educational equity does not imply uniformity but necessitates adjustments that
reflect the varied needs of learners. Brighouse (2010) posits that equity involves resource
distribution tailored to individual requirements, thus ensuring meaningful learning
experiences (4). Similarly, Papastephanou (2022) highlights the alignment of curricula with
justice-oriented pedagogies to address social disparities (3). The educational landscape in
Iraq, marred by prolonged conflicts, exemplifies the urgent need for structural reforms to
promote equity. This study aims to validate a comprehensive educational equity model for
Iraq’s education system, bridging theoretical underpinnings with practical applications.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The research is applied in nature and follows a descriptive-survey methodology. The
statistical population comprises 1,122,345 schoolteachers in Iraq, from which a
representative sample of 384 participants was selected via cluster sampling. Data collection
involved a researcher-designed questionnaire, developed based on concepts identified
during the qualitative phase. The questionnaire employed a five-point Likert scale and
underwent rigorous validation through content and construct validity measures, including
confirmatory factor analysis (CFA). Reliability was ensured using Cronbach's alpha
coefficients.

Sampling included teachers from Baghdad, Al-Muthanna, Kirkuk, Wasit, and
Karbala, representing diverse geographical and socio-political contexts. Data were
analyzed using CFA in Amos software, with metrics such as path coefficients and
significance levels used to interpret relationships between variables and their overarching
factors.

FINDINGS

The CFA revealed significant relationships across four domains: students, teachers,
administrators, and parents. Path coefficients indicated strong correlations, with students



.

(0.98), parents (0.92), teachers (0.52), and administrators (0.35) strongly linked to the
overarching factor of equity in human resources. The p-values for these relationships were
less than 0.05, underscoring their statistical significance. Descriptive statistics further
highlighted demographic trends among respondents, with balanced representation across
gender, age groups, and years of service.

The analysis also delineated sub-dimensions within educational equity. For instance,
fairness in student treatment, equitable teacher development opportunities, and inclusive
parental involvement emerged as critical indicators. The model's fit indices, including IFI
(0.921), CFI (0.935), and RMSEA (0.097), affirmed its robustness, meeting or exceeding
recommended thresholds.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings underscore the pivotal role of equity in fostering educational excellence
and social stability in Irag. The study identifies actionable pathways, such as tailored
resource allocation and inclusive governance, to enhance equity across educational
stakeholders. By prioritizing equitable treatment and resource distribution, the education
system can address historical injustices and pave the way for sustainable development.

In particular, the study highlights the transformative impact of equitable practices
on student well-being, teacher performance, and parental engagement. Students benefit
from environments that respect their individual needs, fostering academic and personal
growth. Teachers gain from professional development opportunities that enhance their
capabilities and job satisfaction. Parents, empowered through participatory mechanisms,
contribute meaningfully to their children's education.

The validated model offers a strategic framework for policymakers, emphasizing
equity as a cornerstone for educational reforms. While the study’s scope is geographically
limited, its implications resonate globally, offering insights for other conflict-affected
regions. Future research could explore longitudinal impacts of implementing such equity
models and expand the demographic scope to include non-teaching staff and policymakers.

In conclusion, achieving educational equity is not merely an ethical imperative but
a pragmatic strategy to ensure societal resilience and progress. By adopting inclusive
practices, Iraq’s education system can transform into a catalyst for national cohesion and
global competitiveness.
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