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Considering the issue of development in education and the phenomenon of
generational gap, as well as the necessity of adopting educational methods
compatible with new generations, the present study, using the method of textual
analysis and data description and interpretation, investigates narratives aligned with
this issue. It maximally utilizes the implications of the narrative "Do not impose
your manners on your children" and the statements concerning the punishments of
Hell to address the contradiction between the meanings of these two methods. The
study reaches the conclusion that in explaining Hellfire punishments to students,
one should initially employ the missionary and reward-oriented aspects, as well as
the merciful language of religion. Once the merciful dimension is well-established

Keywords in the student's mind, then, employing a blended method of authoritative-soft
Generational gap, education, approach and according to the temporal, spatial, and audience-related conditions,
Hellfire punishment, the phrase the punishments of Hell and the coercive aspect of religion should be
"Do not impose your manners," communicated. Additionally, when articulating these punishments—despite their
narratives. diversity and multiplicity—there should be a hierarchical order, from mild to

severe, so that the new generation can engage with the language of threat regarding
Hellfire. Both the missionary and the threatening aspects can be considered as
contributing to their path toward happiness and well-being, and they should not
view these statements with a dismissive or even anti-religious perspective.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The upbringing of individuals and the application of appropriate educational
methods and styles have been perennial concerns across various eras, with the
contemporary relevance amplified by the prevalent generation gap. This study delves into
the critical issue of generational divide, emphasizing the significance of fostering
individuals grounded in belief in the Hereafter. The research posits that educational
approaches lacking this foundational belief are inherently incomplete or counterproductive.
Drawing upon Quranic and prophetic teachings, the study identifies two primary
methodological axes in general upbringing and specifically in generational education: one
advocating for encouragement and incentive towards eternal rewards and paradise, and the
other relying on admonition and threats of hellish punishments. Utilizing an analytical text-
research methodology, the study scrutinizes the admonition-based approach within
traditional narrative frameworks to explore how the threat of hellfire aligns with narratives
discouraging the imposition of parental customs on children. The central inquiry examines
the compatibility of these two educational paradigms and the resultant implications for
addressing the generation gap.

The concept of the generation gap, first introduced by sociologists in the 1960s,
remains pertinent, signifying divergent beliefs and behaviors between parents and their
children. This divergence often leads parents to fear a loss of influence over their offspring
(1). The study focuses on this intergenerational distance, particularly how differing
temporal contexts between parents and children necessitate adaptive parenting strategies.
The term "generation gap" encapsulates changes over time that can result in significant
physical, emotional, and psychological differences between generations, thereby impacting
educational practices and familial relationships. By narrowing the research scope to the
domain of Hadith studies and specifically examining the narration "La tagsiru" ("Do not
impose your customs upon your children"), the study aims to elucidate the interplay
between punitive and nurturing methods in contemporary upbringing practices (15).

A comprehensive examination of the narration "La taqsiru" reveals its diverse
attributions across historical and scholarly sources. Early references trace the phrase to
Greek philosophers like Socrates and Plato, as noted by Shahrestani and Ibn Hamdun (10-
12). Subsequent Islamic scholars, including Ibn Abi al-Hadid and Sheikh Baha’i, have
attributed the saying to Imam Ali (a.s.), though often without explicit chains of

transmission (9, 22, 23). The analysis underscores that "La tagsiru" has been transmitted



through various sources, suggesting its foundational role in Islamic pedagogical thought.
However, the lack of reliable chains indicates the need for cautious interpretation,
emphasizing its metaphorical rather than literal application in contemporary parenting (6,
8).

Linguistic and semantic analysis of the phrase "La tagsiru" reveals nuanced
interpretations that extend beyond mere prohibition of imposing parental customs. The
term "tagsiru" is rooted in the Arabic word "q-s-r," connoting coercion and force (32).
Scholars like Farahidi and Sajjadi emphasize that the prohibition implies an ethical stance
against authoritarianism in parenting, advocating instead for methods that respect the
child's individuality and temporal context. Furthermore, the study distinguishes between
"adab" (manners/etiquette) and "akhlaq" (morals), arguing that the former pertains to
socially and culturally specific behaviors, while the latter encompasses more universal
ethical principles (17, 19). This distinction is pivotal in interpreting "La tagsiru" as a
directive towards culturally sensitive and morally grounded parenting practices (33).

The study proposes a reconciliation of the seemingly contradictory approaches of
admonition and gentle encouragement within the framework of addressing the generation
gap. It suggests that while explicit threats of punishment may serve as immediate
deterrents, they often fail to resonate with younger generations who perceive these methods
as outdated or irrelevant (13, 14). Instead, a hybrid approach that combines firm guidance
with empathetic understanding is advocated. This method leverages the strengths of both
authoritative and permissive styles, ensuring that moral and ethical teachings are
internalized rather than imposed. By aligning pedagogical methods with the evolving
cultural and social landscapes, parents can effectively bridge the generational divide and
foster a harmonious familial environment (16, 23).

Furthermore, the research emphasizes the importance of contextualizing religious
teachings within contemporary societal norms to enhance their applicability and
acceptance among younger generations. Drawing on the example of prophetic traditions
that balance mercy with justice, the study illustrates how compassionate communication
can coexist with the acknowledgment of divine justice. For instance, the Prophet
Muhammad’s (s.a.w.) narration about a woman’s love for her child, juxtaposed with the
concept of hellfire punishment, exemplifies the integration of empathetic examples with
stern warnings (55). This duality ensures that the message of moral rectitude is both
relatable and compelling, thereby mitigating resistance and fostering genuine adherence to

ethical principles (56-58).
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In conclusion, the study highlights that the narration "La tagsiru" serves as a
foundational guideline for contemporary parenting practices, advocating for a balanced
approach that respects the individuality of children while maintaining moral and ethical
integrity. By adopting a method that harmonizes gentle encouragement with appropriate
admonition, parents can effectively address the challenges posed by the generation gap.
This approach not only preserves the core values and teachings of Islam but also adapts to
the dynamic socio-cultural contexts of modern society, ensuring that the upbringing of the

next generation is both spiritually grounded and culturally relevant.
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