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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to create checklists for discovering, designing, and
developing activities and games related to visual art and music talent in children
aged 4-6 years, based on Piirto's Talent Development Pyramid. This research is
gualitative in nature, and the method used for analysis was thematic analysis as
described by Braun and Clarke (2006). After reviewing the literature and extracting
codes and analyzing them for each area of visual art and music talent in children,
two themes were selected: discovery and development of talent. The themes related
to visual art talent development in children included 35 main themes and 96 sub-
themes, while those related to music talent development included 20 main themes
and 68 sub-themes. The development of visual art and music talent, based on
Piirto's Talent Development Pyramid, in preschool children, provides practical
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Pyramid, preschool children identifying and developing specific abilities but also promotes the overall growth

of their social skills, creativity, and self-confidence. This process aids children in
entering the world of art and music naturally and with enjoyment, laying the
foundation for their talent development in later stages of life. Therefore, it is
recommended that this package be used by parents and educators in training centers
to identify and nurture children's visual art talents.
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INTRODUCTION

The development of a child's innate abilities and talents is deeply influenced by their
environment (1). While some abilities may be inherited, if children are placed in unsuitable
environments or lack proper guidance, they may never realize their potential. It is crucial
for parents to view their children as unique individuals and allow them the freedom to find
their own path (2). Overly strict goal-setting without considering a child's inherent traits
can hinder their development, potentially leading to success that may not align with
personal satisfaction (3). Talent is a combination of natural and acquired abilities that can
be used to seize learning opportunities and advance. Talent development is about creating
opportunities for discovery, identification, nurturing, and guiding children's abilities (4).

One area of talent that has gained significant attention is children’s artistic abilities,
especially in visual arts and music. Visual arts talent in children refers to their innate ability
and interest in creating, observing, and understanding visual elements like shapes, colors,
textures, and spatial relationships (5, 6). These children typically enjoy exploring their
environment visually and often possess strong creativity and imagination, which helps
them create unique combinations of shapes and colors. Artistic talent is not just about
practical ability in creating visual works but also involves skills in visual analysis, such as
distinguishing shapes, colors, and spatial relationships (8). With proper guidance and
support from parents and educators, these children can develop their skills into a serious
artistic career (9). Similarly, musical talent refers to a child's innate ability to perceive,
create, or reproduce sounds and rhythms (10). Children with musical talent often exhibit a
strong interest in music from a young age, learning instruments quickly and even recreating
melodies with little formal instruction (5, 6).

This study focuses on the identification and development of visual art (painting) and
musical talents in children. The Pyramid of Talent Growth by Piirto provides a useful
framework for this exploration, incorporating factors such as genetics, emotional traits,
cognitive abilities, and environmental influences (11). Piirto emphasizes that talent
development is a multifaceted process involving both individual and environmental
factors. His model identifies several key aspects, including the role of a positive home
environment, community culture, and enriched schooling in nurturing talents. In particular,
Piirto highlights the importance of visual arts in children's development, recognizing
behaviors such as early interest, concentration, and creativity as indicators of artistic talent
(5, 6). The aim of this study was to create checklists for discovering, designing, and
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developing activities and games related to visual art and music talent in children aged 4-6
years, based on Piirto's Talent Development Pyramid.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study was conducted using a qualitative approach and the thematic analysis
method of Braun and Clarke (2006). Data were collected through text analysis and semi-
structured interviews. For text analysis, relevant written sources on discovering and
developing visual arts and music talents in children aged 4 to 6 based on Piirto’s Talent
Development Pyramid were gathered from domestic databases, continuing until data
saturation was reached. In the interview phase, parents and specialized educators were
interviewed to explore their perspectives and experiences. The interviews were transcribed
and analyzed using MAXQDA software, where open coding and thematic analysis were
applied. Thematic analysis involved identifying and extracting key themes from the data,
which was carried out through several stages, including initial coding, grouping codes into
larger themes, reviewing and refining themes, and defining each theme clearly. Finally, the
results of the analysis were presented in a final report, with main themes and textual
examples provided for better understanding.

FINDINGS

Talent development is a continuous process that includes groundwork, discovery,
nurturing, and guidance. These components progress simultaneously, influencing each
other. After reviewing the literature, extracting codes, and analyzing them, two main
themes were selected: discovery and development of visual arts and music talents. The
themes related to the development of visual arts talent (discovery) included 13 main themes
and 50 sub-themes: The main themes included: 1) Detail orientation, 2) Familiarity with
painting techniques and tools, 3) Physical skills, strength, and balance, 4) Mastery of color
theory and color blending, 5) Deep understanding of visual compositions, 6) Creativity and
innovation, 7) Ability to design and draw, 8) Observation skills, 9) Patience and
persistence, 10) Emotions, 11) Visualization and imagination, 12) Communication, 13)
Artistic flair. The development of visual arts talent included 22 main themes and 46 sub-
themes: The main themes included: 1) Interest, 2) Drawing beautiful and professional
paintings, 3) Detail-oriented, 4) Visual memory, 5) Long-term practice with various tools
and materials, 6) Creating new shapes with lines and shapes, 7) Paying attention to
meaningless designs in space, 8) Drawing like adults, 9) Having ideas, 10) Interest in
listening to various stories, 11) Strong imagination, 12) Enjoying nature, 13) Creating
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artworks, 14) Skill in fine and gross motor movements, 15) Focus on artistic activity, 16)
Using painting to express a specific idea or theme, 17) Recognizing different colors, 18)
Resilience, 19) Creativity, 20) Adventurousness. Furthermore, the discovery of musical
talent included 10 main themes and 38 sub-themes, including: rhythm, melody, form, song,
harmony, motor skills, auditory skills, attention and concentration, creativity, and interest.
The development of musical talent included 10 main themes and 30 sub-themes: The main
themes included: listening, music education, participating in concerts, musical games,
creativity and music creation, introducing music, storytelling and music, memory and
music, encouragement to participate in competitions, and combining music with other arts.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The growth of talent is an invaluable resource for children, serving as a powerful
tool for enhancing quality of life in the 21st century. The rapid development of advanced
technologies and the improvement of civil societies make the discovery and nurturing of
children's talents essential in both home and educational environments (33). Based on
Braun and Clarke’s (2006) thematic analysis, this study identified methods for discovering
and nurturing the artistic talents of children aged 4-6, utilizing the Perito Talent Growth
Pyramid. Findings revealed two main areas: discovering and nurturing visual art talent.
Discovery of visual art talent included 13 primary and 50 sub-themes, such as attention to
detail, familiarity with painting techniques, creativity, and the ability to design and observe.
Nurturing visual art talent encompassed 22 primary and 46 sub-themes, including interest,
drawing professionally, and resilience. These findings align with prior studies (29, 34, 36)
which emphasize the role of creativity, attention to detail, and imagination in the artistic
development of children.

Furthermore, the study revealed that the discovery of musical talent also involved
10 primary and 38 sub-themes, including rhythm, melody, form, harmony, movement
skills, and creativity. The nurturing process in music talent development involved 10
primary and 30 sub-themes. Studies (33, 45) emphasized the importance of melody
recognition and auditory skills in identifying musical talent, which aligns with the present
study’s findings. Additionally, creativity in music helps children think beyond
conventional patterns, enabling them to create new musical ideas (46).

This research contributes to understanding the multifaceted nature of talent
discovery, suggesting that both visual art and music talent require a combination of
elements such as creativity, observation, and auditory skills. It highlights the importance
of a supportive environment, appropriate education, and opportunities for free expression
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In nurturing these talents. However, the study acknowledges that defining and evaluating
artistic talent is complex and dynamic, requiring continuous observation and adaptation.
Therefore, professionals, parents, and educators are encouraged to adopt a comprehensive
approach that includes identification, development, and guidance for children's artistic

growth.
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