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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify the components of a skill-based homework model
based on play in the Persian language curriculum of the first grade of elementary
school. The research employed a qualitative method using thematic analysis. The
statistical population included existing documents available in credible databases
and websites within the time frame of 2009 to 2023. The sampling method was
purposive, and data collection was conducted using an exploratory inductive
approach through note-taking. The collected data were analyzed using a three-stage
coding method. The results indicated that the components of the skill-based
homework model based on play in the Persian language curriculum of the first
grade of elementary school include skill development, empowerment, social
development, goal-oriented individual development, thinking development,
practical learning development, spiritual and emotional development, cognitive
development, planning, groundwork, learning environment, teacher's role, textbook
content, homework content, individual factors, motivational strategies,
participatory strategies, creativity-based strategies, activity-based strategies, play-
based strategies, research-based strategies, continuous assessment, oral assessment,
and written assessment.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Homework has long been recognized as a critical component of education, playing
a fundamental role in students' learning and skill development. The effectiveness of
homework assignments, however, is largely influenced by the way they are designed and
integrated into the curriculum (1). In recent years, there has been a shift from traditional
rote-learning assignments to skill-based homework models that emphasize active learning
and engagement (2-4). This transformation has been driven by the need to foster creativity,
problem-solving skills, and student motivation.

The Persian language curriculum in Iran holds a distinctive place within the
education system, not only as a medium of instruction but also as a tool for enhancing
students’ linguistic, cognitive, and critical thinking abilities. Given the crucial role of the
Persian language in students’ overall educational development, integrating skill-based
approaches into its curriculum has been emphasized as a means to promote deeper learning
(7, 8). Previous studies suggest that well-structured homework models aligned with
students' needs and learning styles can significantly enhance engagement, retention, and
application of knowledge (5, 6).

One of the most effective approaches to skill-based homework is integrating play-
based strategies, which leverage students’ natural inclination toward exploration and
creativity (9). Play-based learning has been found to support the development of cognitive
and social competencies, encourage collaboration, and create meaningful educational
experiences (10). Research indicates that the implementation of play in homework
assignments can reduce student anxiety, increase motivation, and improve academic
performance (11-14).

Despite the documented benefits of skill-based homework models, their
implementation in structured curricula requires a systematic approach. In this context, the
present study aims to identify the key components of a skill-based homework model based
on play within the Persian language curriculum of first-grade elementary students. By
identifying core elements that contribute to the effectiveness of these assignments, this
study seeks to provide insights into how educational practices can be enhanced through
skill-based learning strategies.

METHODS AND MATERIALS



This study employed a qualitative research design using thematic analysis to identify
the components of a skill-based homework model. The study's statistical population
consisted of existing documents and academic sources available in credible databases from
2009 to 2023. A purposive sampling method was used to select relevant sources, and data
collection was conducted using an exploratory inductive approach through note-taking.

The collected data were analyzed using a three-stage coding method, including open
coding, axial coding, and selective coding. Thematic analysis was conducted based on the
Attride-Stirling (2001) framework, where initial codes were categorized into organizing
themes and overarching global themes. The analysis focused on extracting meaningful
patterns and concepts related to skill-based homework assignments within the Persian
language curriculum.

FINDINGS

The study identified multiple components essential to an effective skill-based
homework model based on play. These components were categorized into several themes:

1. Skill Development: Homework assignments should emphasize reading
comprehension, writing proficiency, problem-solving skills, and creative thinking.

2. Empowerment: Assignments should foster independence, self-regulation, and
accountability in students.

3. Social Development: Homework should encourage collaborative learning, peer
interactions, and communication skills.

4. Goal-Oriented Individual Development: The assignments should be designed to
cater to students' individual learning goals and personal growth.

5. Thinking Development: Cognitive skills such as critical thinking, logical
reasoning, and reflective learning should be embedded in homework.

6. Practical Learning Development: Homework should incorporate real-life
applications of knowledge to enhance experiential learning.

7. Spiritual and Emotional Development: Assignments should include elements that
promote emotional intelligence, self-awareness, and resilience.

8. Cognitive Development: Homework should reinforce memory, comprehension,
and analytical skills.

9. Planning and Groundwork: Assignments should be well-structured, goal-oriented,
and aligned with curriculum objectives.

10.Learning Environment: The role of the teacher, classroom setting, and available

resources should support interactive and meaningful learning experiences.
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11.Motivational Strategies: Play-based elements should be incorporated to maintain
student engagement and enjoyment.

12.Participatory Strategies: Students should actively contribute to their learning
process through discussions, group projects, and cooperative tasks.

13.Creativity-Based Strategies: Assignments should encourage originality,
imagination, and innovative thinking.

14.Activity-Based Strategies: Homework should be hands-on and interactive, using
tools such as storytelling, role-playing, and artistic expression.

15.Play-Based Strategies: Play should be integrated into homework activities to
facilitate experiential learning.

16.Research-Based Strategies: Assignments should encourage inquiry-based
learning, problem-solving, and critical analysis.

17.Assessment Methods: Continuous assessment through oral, written, and peer
evaluations should be employed to track progress.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings of this study highlight the significance of skill-based homework models
in enhancing students' learning experiences. By integrating play-based strategies,
homework assignments become more engaging and effective in fostering essential skills
such as problem-solving, critical thinking, and collaboration. The study underscores the
need for structured homework models that align with students' developmental needs and
learning preferences.

One of the key takeaways from this research is the role of motivation in student
engagement. When homework is designed with elements of play and creativity, students
are more likely to approach learning with enthusiasm and curiosity. This approach not only
reduces the stress and monotony associated with traditional assignments but also nurtures
a deeper connection to the subject matter.

Additionally, the study emphasizes the importance of teacher involvement in
implementing skill-based homework models. Teachers play a crucial role in designing,
facilitating, and assessing homework assignments that align with educational goals.
Providing educators with professional development opportunities and training in play-
based learning strategies can enhance their ability to create meaningful and effective

homework experiences.



The study also highlights the significance of assessment and feedback in reinforcing
skill development. Traditional evaluation methods may not fully capture students' progress
in skill-based assignments. Instead, continuous assessment techniques such as peer
feedback, oral evaluations, and project-based assessments should be employed to measure
students' learning outcomes effectively.

Despite its contributions, this study has several limitations. The research relied on
document analysis rather than empirical classroom observations, which may limit the
generalizability of the findings. Future research should explore the implementation of skill-
based homework models in real classroom settings to assess their practical effectiveness.
Additionally, examining the long-term impact of play-based assignments on students’
academic performance and personal development would provide valuable insights.

In conclusion, skill-based homework models grounded in play-based learning have
the potential to transform traditional educational practices. By emphasizing creativity,
engagement, and experiential learning, these assignments can foster a deeper and more
meaningful learning experience for students. The findings of this study serve as a
foundation for future research and educational policy discussions aimed at improving

homework practices in the Persian language curriculum and beyond.
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