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development of various societal sectors. The aim of the present study was to validate an
educational corruption model in universities. This research was a quantitative-survey study
and, in terms of its purpose, was applied. The statistical population included 384 employees
of universities and higher education institutions, selected through random sampling. The
research tool was a researcher-developed questionnaire based on qualitative findings and
the literature review. Structural equation modeling with PLS Smart software was used for
data analysis. The results indicated that in the quantitative evaluation of the model, all
values were significant, greater than 1.96, and the standardized coefficients were greater

than 0.4, confirming the model. Given that the goodness of fit index was 0.626, the final
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corruption, educational model was confirmed. Accordingly, the impact coefficient of strategies on outcomes (0.90
corruption, higher education, and t-value of 1.07), the impact of contextual conditions on strategies (24.6 and t-value of
validation 4.7), the impact of intervening conditions on strategies (0.85 and t-value of 1.46), the impact

of causal factors on the central phenomenon (93.4 and t-value of 14.6), and the impact of
the central phenomenon on strategies (0.714 and t-value of 14.9) were observed. It can be
concluded that corruption is a multi-dimensional issue, and higher education policymakers
should focus on identifying its causes based on various research results, including the
findings of this study, in order to establish and foster corruption-free higher education.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

The educational system plays a crucial role in the development and transformation
of a society, provided it meets the necessary quality standards. A high-quality educational
system can foster tolerance and moderation within society, create a soft and democratic
political culture, and accelerate economic development through the production of educated
and skilled human resources (21). Corruption, in general, is an inevitable phenomenon that
can manifest in various forms across all organizations, including educational institutions.
Contemporary studies have offered various definitions of corruption, each focusing on
different aspects, but none can fully capture its complexity (18). The most commonly used
definition of corruption is the misuse of power for material gain, with corruption in
education being a major issue. Educational corruption is not limited to academic fraud or
bribery; it also includes practices such as embezzlement, favoritism, academic dishonesty,
and exploitation of intellectual property (1, 23).

Corruption in higher education has a particularly detrimental impact on society. It
reduces the efficiency of the system, negatively affects economic and social well-being,
and diminishes the quality of educational programs and the competence of graduates.
Furthermore, it undermines social cohesion, as students not only fail to learn their subjects
but also internalize corrupt practices, perpetuating a culture of dishonesty (16). Corruption
in education manifests at multiple levels, from administrative malfeasance to classroom
misconduct. It can lead to significant financial waste and exacerbate inequalities in access
to education. Given these consequences, understanding the nature of educational
corruption is critical. This research aims to validate a model for understanding and
addressing educational corruption within universities, which is essential for creating an
educational environment free of corruption.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The present study employs a quantitative-survey research design and is applied in
nature. The statistical population consisted of 384 employees from universities and higher
education institutions, selected through random sampling. The research tool was a
researcher-developed questionnaire, based on qualitative findings and the relevant
literature. For data analysis, structural equation modeling (SEM) was used with the PLS
Smart software.



FINDINGS

The study sample consisted of 384 participants, with 259 (67%) males and 125
(33%) females. In terms of education, 202 participants (53%) had a bachelor's degree or
lower, 145 (38%) held a master's degree, and 37 (10%) had a doctoral degree. Regarding
age, 84 participants (22%) were under 25 years old, 189 (49%) were between 25 and 30
years old, and 111 (29%) were 30 years or older.

For model fit assessment, structural equation modeling (SEM) was performed in
three stages: measurement model fit, structural model fit, and overall model fit. To evaluate
reliability and validity of the research variables, the measurement model fit was considered.
The factor loadings for the variables (shown in Table 1) were all above 0.7, indicating
strong correlations and satisfactory measurement reliability. Additionally, the t-values for
the path coefficients were significantly higher than 1.96, confirming that the relationships
between the variables were statistically significant at the 95% confidence level.

The research hypotheses were tested using path coefficients, and all hypotheses were
found to be significant at the 5% level. The results from Table 2 show that all relationships
had a p-value less than 0.05, confirming the acceptance of the hypotheses. For example,
the relationship between "Strategies" and "Outcomes" was strongly positive (0.908), while
the relationship between "Contextual Conditions" and "Strategies™ was 0.246, indicating a
moderate effect. The direct effects of "Causal Factors" on the central phenomenon were
also significant (0.934), supporting the research model.

The overall goodness of fit (GOF) was evaluated using the geometric mean of the
Communality and R? indices. The GOF score was calculated as 0.439, which is considered
a strong model fit according to the established thresholds of 0.10 (weak), 0.25 (moderate),
and 0.36 (strong). This indicates that the overall model fit is robust and supports the validity
of the research findings.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The study highlights the critical role universities and educational institutions play in
fostering societal reform and combating corruption. The findings confirm that effective
strategies, based on proper environmental conditions and intervention factors, are essential
for addressing corruption within these institutions. The results align with similar studies in
the field, which emphasize that when universities fall victim to corruption, the
consequences can be detrimental, including a loss of public trust, weakened social
structures, and hindered societal progress. Corruption within the academic sector can lead
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to diminished institutional credibility, and understanding its root causes is vital for effective
policy-making in higher education. Therefore, addressing the issue of academic corruption
IS not just a matter of internal reform but a broader societal necessity.

In conclusion, a fundamental re-evaluation of the administrative systems in place is
essential for combating corruption in the educational sector. Despite a modern facade,
Iran’s administrative system struggles to perform as an effective and functional institution.
This dysfunction creates an environment ripe for the perpetuation of corruption, which in
turn impacts all public services, including universities. The lack of meritocracy leads to
inefficiency, and the absence of a meaningful connection between universities and
industries further exacerbates the problem. To address these issues, several key
recommendations are made: creating a new institutional framework to streamline higher
education governance, granting more independence to educational institutions, and
revitalizing councils that are closer to higher education policy-making. Additionally,
efforts to enhance faculty qualifications and emphasize meritocracy are essential for
improving the overall effectiveness and credibility of higher education.
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