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ABSTRACT

The primary objective of this study was to analyze the reconstruction of educational
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) ) concepts for children of the 1980s and 1990s with an emphasis on Rumi's Masnavi. This
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research employed a descriptive-analytical method and was applied in nature. To collect
data, library and documentary methods were utilized. The statistical population of the study
comprised rewritten and reconstructed stories from the classical Persian poetic text "The
Beautiful Stories of the Mashavi Ma'navi" by Mostafa Hassanzadeh for children of the
1980s and 1990s. The results indicated that the book Masnavi Ma'navi begins with 18 verses
of the "Neynameh,” which Hassanzadeh avoided including in his rewritings. Hassanzadeh
begins his stories with phrases such as "In very ancient times," "In past times," "Once upon

a time," and similar expressions suitable for a teenage audience. At the end of the stories,
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Adolescents, Children, the author directly conveys the message of the story under a separate heading titled

Educational Messages, Rumi, "Message of the Story," without any interference or presence within the narrative. In fact, it

Mostafa Hassanzadeh can be stated that the author did not alter elements such as the characters, point of view, plot
and core, dialogue style, tone, conflict resolution, and resolution strategies, and it appears
that the author adhered to the principles of rewriting (maintaining the elements of the
original story unchanged) and solely engaged in the rewriting of the stories.
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INTRODUCTION

Over the past two centuries, children's literature has gained significant identity and
a special place in many European countries, the United States, and, more recently, across
the globe. This literary segment has expanded both quantitatively and qualitatively,
becoming an independent branch that caters specifically to young audiences (1). Children's
literature serves as a form of art whose primary objective is to convey beauty and emotional
Impact tailored to the cognitive and developmental stages of children. Unlike adult
literature, children's literature requires careful consideration of how young readers interact
with the text, necessitating age-appropriate content and language (2).

One prominent genre within children's and adolescent literature is the rewriting and
reconstruction of classical texts. This practice has historical roots, with seminal works like
Ferdowsi's "Shahnameh" and Rumi's "Masnavi" being reimagined for younger audiences.
Rewriting these classical narratives involves maintaining the original content while
adapting the language and presentation to suit contemporary children's tastes and
comprehension levels (3). Recent efforts in this domain began with Mehdi Azar Yazdi and
were further developed by authors such as Dr. Jafar Payvar, who explored various methods
of rewriting and reconstruction (4). Effective rewriting for children involves understanding
the linguistic capabilities of young readers, preserving the core messages of the original
works, and ensuring that the adaptations resonate with children's cultural and social
experiences (5).

The significance of accurately rewriting classical literature lies in bridging the gap
between historical literary treasures and modern educational needs. Proper adaptation not
only introduces children to their cultural heritage but also fosters a love for literature by
making ancient texts accessible and engaging. Previous studies have highlighted the
challenges and methodologies associated with this task, emphasizing the necessity of
maintaining fidelity to original narratives while making them relatable to young audiences
(Payor & Jamali, 2008). This research aims to analyze how educational concepts have been
reconstructed for children from the 1980s and 1990s, with a particular focus on Mostafa
Hassanzadeh's adaptations of Rumi's "Masnavi."

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach with an applied objective. Data
collection was conducted using library and documentary methods. The statistical
population comprises rewritten and reconstructed stories derived from classical Persian
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poetic texts, specifically Rumi's "Masnavi," tailored for children of the 1980s and 1990s.
The sampling method was purposive, involving the selection of relevant texts from
libraries, reputable websites, academic articles, and similar documents that contain
adaptations of Attar's "Mantiq al-Tayr" for the target age group.

Data analysis involved systematic coding, categorization, and classification of each
text. The analysis focused on identifying differences between rewriting and reconstruction,
the educational dimensions embedded within the adaptations, and the extent to which these
adaptations cater to both educational and entertainment purposes for children.
Additionally, the study examined how the reconstructed texts preserve the original
narratives' integrity, including character development, plot structure, thematic elements,
and moral messages. The methodological framework aimed to elucidate the strategies
employed by authors like Hassanzadeh in adapting complex poetic works into stories that
are comprehensible and appealing to younger audiences.

FINDINGS

The analysis centered on Mostafa Hassanzadeh's "Beautiful Stories of Masnavi for
Adolescents,"” published in 2012. Rumi's "Masnavi," a seminal work consisting of 26,000
verses across six books, is a cornerstone of Persian mystical literature. Hassanzadeh's
adaptation begins by omitting the original 18 verses of the "Neynameh," opting instead to

start with child-friendly phrases such as "In very ancient times," "Once upon a time," and
similar expressions that resonate with young readers (14).

Hassanzadeh meticulously preserves the original stories' core elements, including
characters, plotlines, and moral lessons, ensuring that the adaptations remain faithful to
Rumi’'s intent. Each story concludes with a dedicated section titled "Message of the Story,"
where Hassanzadeh explicitly articulates the moral or educational takeaway, devoid of any
personal commentary or intervention within the narrative. This approach aligns with the
principles of rewriting, which emphasize maintaining the original story's integrity without
altering its fundamental components (14).

Moreover, Hassanzadeh incorporates selective references to Rumi's original verses
throughout the stories to reinforce the intended messages and provide authentic
connections to the source material. For instance, in the story "The King and the Young
Slave," Hassanzadeh rewrites the narrative in five pages, closely adhering to the original

text except for a brief three-line section at the end that summarizes the story's message.
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Similarly, in "The Grocer and the Parrot,”" the adaptation spans two pages, condensing
Rumi's 79-verse rendition into a more concise and accessible format for adolescents.

Hassanzadeh's adaptations consistently employ a narrative style that blends prose
and poetry, facilitating easier comprehension while retaining the lyrical quality of the
original works. The absence of illustrations and minimalistic changes to the stories further
highlight the author's commitment to preserving Rumi's literary essence. Additionally,
Hassanzadeh refrains from introducing multi-voiced techniques or altering the story's
perspective, ensuring that the adaptations remain straightforward and focused on delivering
clear educational messages.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The reconstruction of educational concepts for children through the adaptation of
classical literature, as exemplified by Mostafa Hassanzadeh's work, demonstrates a delicate
balance between fidelity to original texts and the necessity of making content accessible to
younger audiences. Hassanzadeh's approach underscores the importance of understanding
the target demographic's linguistic and cognitive abilities, enabling the creation of
narratives that are both engaging and educational. By maintaining the original stories'
integrity and focusing on clear moral messaging, Hassanzadeh ensures that the adaptations
serve their intended purpose without diluting the literary and philosophical depth of Rumi's
"Masnavi."

The findings reveal that successful rewriting for children involves more than mere
simplification of language; it requires a nuanced understanding of the original work's
thematic and moral underpinnings. Hassanzadeh's method of ending each story with a
"Message of the Story" section provides explicit guidance to young readers, facilitating
better comprehension and reflection on the narratives' lessons. This practice enhances the
educational value of the stories, making complex philosophical concepts more digestible
for adolescents.

Furthermore, the study highlights that while adaptations can vary in length and
detail, the core elements of the original narratives should remain unaltered to preserve their
authenticity and intended impact. Hassanzadeh's consistent adherence to the principles of
rewriting, without introducing significant changes to characters, plot, or themes, serves as
a model for future adaptations of classical literature for young audiences. His work
exemplifies how classical texts can be effectively utilized in educational settings to foster
a deeper appreciation for cultural and literary heritage among children and adolescents.
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In conclusion, the reconstruction of Rumi's "Masnavi" by Mostafa Hassanzadeh for
children of the 1980s and 1990s illustrates the potential of adapted classical literature to
enrich children's educational experiences. By meticulously preserving the original stories'
essence while making them accessible and relatable, Hassanzadeh contributes significantly
to the field of children's literature. This study underscores the value of such adaptations in
bridging the gap between historical literary masterpieces and contemporary educational
needs, ensuring that the wisdom and beauty of classical works continue to inspire and
educate future generations.
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