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ABSTRACT
Received: 05 Jan 2025 The aim of this research is to clarify the role of environmental education in the foundations
Accepted: 15 Feb 2025 of Islamic philosophy of education. Environmental education is a concept that humanity
Available Online: 20 Mar 2025 needs to address the environmental crisis. Therefore, it is necessary to extract practical

strategies for this aspect of education based on a solid foundation. Since humans require
divine guidance and Islam is the religion of the final prophet, the foundation of this work is
based on Islam, with the objective of uncovering and identifying the concept and principles
of environmental education in Islam through the core verses of the Quran and the sayings
of the Imams. For this purpose, a qualitative research method of a descriptive-analytical
nature was utilized. The findings indicate that Islam considers the environment as an
inseparable unit and does not separate humans from the environment in the universe. This
approach is rooted in a monotheistic worldview, meaning that the world and everything
Islamic education, environment, | \ithin it have their essence from and towards God. Nature and the environment are
ethics, theology described as signs of divine power and greatness, and humans are made responsible for
them in a manner befitting their worth. Based on the approach to environmental education
derived from Islamic teachings, educational methods focusing on fostering an attitude
towards studying nature as divine manifestations, the congruence of humans and nature, the
revival of the connection between science and spirituality, and the sanctification of tree
planting and plant cultivation can be presented for environmental education.

Keywords

How to cite:
Sharifat, H., Mashinchi, A. A., & Hashemi, S. A. (2025). The Role of Environmental Education in the Foundations of Islamic Philosophy of
Education. Study and Innovation in Education and Development, 4(5), 216-234.

* Corresponding Author: ®

Dr. Ali Asghar Mashinchi © 2025 the authors. Published by Institute for Knowledge, Development, and

E-mail: mashinchi@iaulamerd.ac.ir Research. . .
This is an open access article under the terms of the CC BY-NC 4.0 License.


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-2771-1011
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1365-1756
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-4408-3338
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

VY

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The rapid growth of pollution caused by industrialization, over-exploitation of natural resources,
and unsustainable consumption patterns have significantly impacted the environment, particularly in large
cities. Industrial activities, overuse of natural resources, and harmful human behaviors have resulted in
the degradation of vital ecosystems. This environmental damage serves as a wake-up call for
contemporary humans, prompting urgent calls for action to preserve and protect the planet. The destructive
consequences include deforestation, desertification, soil degradation, and the depletion of freshwater
resources. The industrial revolution, combined with easy access to natural resources, has only accelerated
this process, pushing humanity toward an environmental crisis (1). The human-nature relationship has
long been a subject of philosophical inquiry, with various traditions offering different perspectives on
whether nature dominates humanity or vice versa. This question has been explored from diverse cultural,
religious, and philosophical viewpoints, with environmental education serving as a vital link to
understanding the human role in nature.

In this context, environmental education plays a crucial role in fostering a responsible relationship
between humans and nature. The central concern is how humans interact with the environment and the
world around them. Environmental philosophy, as a branch of philosophy, addresses the values and ethical
obligations humans have toward nature. It emphasizes the protection and preservation of non-human
elements of the ecosystem and the moral duties humans must uphold. This philosophical framework
promotes an ecological analysis of human-nature interactions, asserting that the ultimate goal of creation
is spiritual devotion. From an Islamic perspective, the relationship between humans and the environment
is rooted in spiritual and ethical responsibilities, where nature serves as a means of self-improvement,
understanding, and sustainable development. The key aspects of this relationship include the proper use
and care of natural resources, grounded in the concepts of knowledge, reform, and environmental
stewardship (2).

Historically, the rise of modern science, influenced by the paradigm of modernism, shifted human
perspectives from a sacred, spiritual view of nature to a more materialistic and utilitarian one. This shift,
marked by the rejection of religious perspectives and the secularization of nature, has led to exploitative
practices and environmental degradation. The roots of this mindset lie in humanity's desire for dominance
over nature, driven by selfishness and materialistic pursuits. The abandonment of religious teachings,
particularly those found in the Quran, resulted in the desacralization of nature. The Quran, along with
other religious texts, consistently emphasizes the protection and respect for the environment. As such,
humans are held accountable for their actions toward nature, due to their unique qualities in creation.
Environmental responsibility has become a key area of global attention, with environmental education
emerging as a primary tool for promoting sustainable practices. Education about the environment, which
spans from elementary education to higher academic institutions, aims to raise awareness about
environmental responsibility and the ethical use of natural resources (3).

Environmental education, defined as an educational process that fosters environmental awareness
and promotes conscious engagement with environmental issues, aims to instill values that influence
behavior toward sustainable practices. The goal is not just the acquisition of knowledge but the
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development of a deep-seated environmental ethics that shapes individuals’ actions. This education
encourages participation in environmental preservation, nurturing values that influence behaviors in ways
that benefit the planet. It stresses the importance of fostering personal responsibility toward the
environment, ensuring that individuals understand the impact of their actions on the world around them.
Students are taught to align their behavior with sustainable practices, ensuring that their collective actions
contribute positively to environmental well-being. Environmental education, therefore, seeks to equip
individuals with the necessary skills, knowledge, and ethical outlook to live in harmony with nature and
ensure its preservation for future generations (4).

In the context of Iran, the importance of environmental issues has gained increasing attention in
recent years. Environmental organizations and governmental bodies have made efforts to incorporate
environmental education into the national curriculum, with the goal of fostering a generation that
understands the significance of environmental preservation. However, despite these efforts, evidence
suggests that the level of environmental awareness and responsibility remains insufficient. Issues such as
the destruction of cultural heritage sites, littering, deforestation, and other forms of environmental neglect
are prevalent in Iranian society. These behaviors indicate a significant gap in the educational system’s
effectiveness in cultivating a responsible environmental ethos. The lack of a robust environmental ethic is
a reflection of deeper educational shortcomings in addressing environmental issues comprehensively (1).

One of the most pressing challenges in environmental education is bridging the gap between
knowledge and action. While education systems worldwide have made significant strides in raising
awareness about environmental issues, translating this awareness into sustainable behavior remains a
challenge. In Iran, environmental neglect persists despite educational initiatives, suggesting that
environmental education must go beyond theoretical knowledge and focus on practical, behavior-oriented
approaches. Environmental education needs to encompass not only the dissemination of information but
also the cultivation of values that encourage environmental stewardship in daily life. This includes
promoting sustainable behaviors, reducing waste, conserving water, and fostering respect for nature in all
spheres of life, including both private and public actions (2).

In conclusion, the relationship between humans and nature is one of mutual responsibility, where
the ethical use and preservation of natural resources are paramount. The ongoing environmental crisis,
exacerbated by industrialization and unchecked consumption, calls for urgent action. Education plays a
crucial role in fostering a sustainable relationship with the environment, ensuring that future generations
are equipped with the knowledge and ethical framework to protect the planet. Environmental education,
grounded in spiritual and ethical principles, offers a comprehensive approach to addressing the
environmental challenges we face today. By promoting responsible environmental practices, it is possible
to create a society that values sustainability, respects nature, and works toward the long-term preservation
of the planet for future generations. Through both policy initiatives and grassroots efforts, it is essential
to continue advancing environmental education, ensuring that it becomes a central aspect of global efforts
to combat environmental degradation and build a more sustainable future.
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