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ABSTRACT
Received: 25 Dec 2024 This study aimed to design and validate the cultural education framework for student teachers based
Accepted: 05 Jan 2025 on the six areas of the Transformation Document. The research was applied in purpose and utilized a

sequential exploratory mixed-method design with both qualitative and quantitative components. In
the qualitative phase, the dimensions of the proposed framework were extracted using grounded
theory through interviews. In the quantitative phase, the validation of the paradigmatic model was
examined in two steps: first, using the fuzzy Delphi method; and second, using the structural equation
modeling (SEM) approach with partial least squares (PLS) methodology via the PLS-3 software. The
qualitative research population included faculty members from the Farhangian University of Khorasan
Razavi Province, and the quantitative population comprised all faculty members of Farhangian
University in the same province. In the qualitative phase, purposive sampling was employed, and
based on theoretical saturation, 12 participants were selected. In the quantitative phase, based on
Cochran’s formula, 320 participants were selected using random sampling. The research tools
included a semi-structured interview in the qualitative phase to explore the experiences, views, and
knowledge of experts, and a researcher-developed questionnaire in the quantitative phase, designed
based on criteria extracted from the qualitative phase, to collect data related to the cultural education
framework for student teachers aligned with the six areas of the Transformation Document. The
Keywords validity of the questionnaire in the qualitative phase was established through face and content validity,
Cultural education, Student and its reliability was assessed using repeatability and stability indices (0.81). In the quantitative
phase, face validity, content validity (0.74), and construct validity were confirmed, and reliability was
determined through Cronbach’s alpha, ranging from 0.73 to 0.80 for the questionnaire components.
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teachers, Six areas of the

Transformation Document, The qualitative findings identified causal, contextual, intervening conditions, strategies, and
. . consequences of the paradigmatic model for the cultural education of student teachers, based on the
Farhangian University six areas of the Transformation Document. Fuzzy Delphi results indicated that all concepts related to

the paradigmatic model of cultural education for student teachers had an acceptance threshold above
0.7, and the identified components for the paradigmatic model were confirmed. Finally, to assess the
proposed research model, the structural equation modeling approach using the partial least squares
method via PLS-3 software was employed. The results demonstrated the overall goodness-of-fit of
the model, with both the structural and measurement models showing adequate quality in explaining
the research variables. It can be concluded that enhancing cultural education in student teachers can
be achieved through the promotion of religious education, economic education, scientific education,
social education, physical education, and artistic education.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Cultural education has emerged as a critical pillar of modern educational systems,
shaping the cultural and social identity of future generations. With globalization and rapid
cultural transformations, frameworks such as the "Six Areas of the Transformation
Document” provide valuable guidelines for enhancing the cultural education of student
teachers. However, gaps persist in achieving balanced cultural, social, scientific, and
ethical dimensions, particularly in contexts like Iran's Farhangian University system.
Research highlights a need for a cohesive approach that integrates these dimensions while
addressing localized challenges and fostering comprehensive teacher training (1, 2).
Current obstacles include fragmented program designs, inadequate resources, and
insufficient understanding of cultural needs. These challenges can impede the ability of
student teachers to engage effectively with diverse societal needs. The necessity of a well-
defined framework tailored to the "Six Areas" is thus underscored (3, 4). This study aimed
to design and validate such a framework to address these challenges systematically and
pragmatically.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The study employed a sequential exploratory mixed-method design,

integrating qualitative and quantitative approaches.

« Qualitative Phase: Grounded theory was applied to explore dimensions through
semi-structured interviews with 12 experts from Farhangian University, selected
using purposive sampling until theoretical saturation.

. Quantitative Phase: The validation of the paradigmatic model was conducted in
two steps: using the fuzzy Delphi method and structural equation modeling (SEM)
via PLS-3 software. A researcher-designed questionnaire, based on qualitative
insights, was administered to 320 randomly selected faculty members across
Khorasan Razavi Province. The tools underwent rigorous validity (face, content, and
construct) and reliability testing (Cronbach’s alpha: 0.73-0.80). Data analysis
encompassed descriptive and inferential statistics to confirm the model's goodness-
of-fit.

FINDINGS
The qualitative phase, employing grounded theory, revealed five critical dimensions
integral to the cultural education framework: causal conditions, contextual factors,
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intervening conditions, strategies, and outcomes. These dimensions, derived from
interviews with experts, form the basis for a holistic understanding of cultural education
for student teachers. Below is a detailed breakdown of these dimensions:

1. Causal Conditions:

o Root causes impacting cultural education, such as inadequate awareness of
cultural dimensions and lack of alignment between policy and practice, were
identified.

o Faculty emphasized the importance of embedding ethical, social, and religious
values into teacher training programs to address cultural challenges
effectively.

2. Contextual Factors:

o Local and regional variations in cultural and social expectations emerged as
critical considerations. For example, cultural education strategies must
accommodate differences in urban and rural educational settings.

o Institutional support, including administrative policies and resource
allocation, was found to significantly influence the effectiveness of cultural
education.

3. Intervening Conditions:

o Challenges like limited resources, resistance to change among faculty, and
insufficient integration of technology in pedagogy were recurring themes.

o Faculty noted the need for ongoing professional development to address these
barriers.

4. Strategies:

o Participants recommended aligning educational content with the six areas of
the Transformation Document, encompassing religious, economic, scientific,
social, physical, and artistic education.

o Practical strategies included revising curricula to foster critical thinking,
promoting interdepartmental collaboration, and utilizing culturally relevant
teaching materials.

5. Outcomes:

o The anticipated outcomes include enhanced cultural competence, improved
social cohesion, and greater teacher engagement in culturally responsive
practices.
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o Adirect link was established between a well-implemented cultural education
framework and the professional readiness of student teachers to address
societal challenges.

The Fuzzy Delphi method was employed to validate the components of the proposed
framework. The method revealed strong consensus among the panel of experts regarding
the relevance and importance of the identified dimensions. Key findings from this phase
include:

« All identified components achieved an acceptance threshold above 0.7, indicating
strong agreement among experts.

« Suggestions made by experts during the Delphi rounds were incorporated into the
framework, enhancing its comprehensiveness and applicability.

« For instance, the inclusion of "artistic education™ as a distinct category stemmed
from expert feedback emphasizing its role in fostering creativity and innovation.

In the quantitative phase, Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) via PLS-3 software
was used to test the proposed model's validity and reliability. The model's overall
goodness-of-fit was confirmed, with both the structural and measurement components
demonstrating high-quality indices. Detailed findings include:

1. Model Fit Statistics:

o The fit indices indicated robust alignment between the theoretical framework
and the observed data.

o Constructs related to "contextual factors” and "strategies" showed particularly
strong correlations, highlighting their centrality to the framework.

2. Reliability and Validity:

o The reliability of the model's constructs was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha,
which ranged from 0.73 to 0.80 across various dimensions.

o Construct validity, including convergent and discriminant validity, was
rigorously tested, ensuring that the framework accurately captures the
intended constructs.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The validated framework offers a comprehensive roadmap for cultural education in
student teachers, addressing critical gaps in existing programs. By integrating the "Six
Areas"” into teacher training curricula, the framework fosters balanced development in
religious, economic, scientific, social, physical, and artistic dimensions. The findings
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emphasize the importance of aligning educational objectives with cultural and regional
needs, providing actionable strategies for curriculum designers and policymakers.

The study contributes significantly to advancing cultural education theory and
practice, emphasizing the integration of diverse pedagogical dimensions for preparing
future educators to navigate complex cultural landscapes. Future research should explore
the framework's adaptability in different educational and cultural contexts, ensuring its
broader applicability and impact.
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