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ABSTRACT

Received: 11 Jan 2025 This study aims to analyze the meaning of "understanding” in Gadamer's perspective and
Accepted: 21 Feb 2025 its application in constructing a conceptual model for teaching-learning. The research
Available Online: 20 Mar 2025 adopts an analytical-descriptive method within the scope of examining the educational and

pedagogical foundations and achievements, incorporating both analysis and description
alongside interviews. The findings indicate that the analysis of the meaning of
understanding in Gadamer's view reveals that understanding, as a dynamic, interactive, and
interpretive process, can provide a framework for designing innovative teaching-learning
strategies. Gadamer's key principles, such as the fusion of horizons, preconceptions, and
dialogue, suggest that learning becomes meaningful and profound when students and
teachers engage in a dialogue-based process of meaning-making. This perspective
emphasizes that teachers should act as facilitators of learning rather than mere transmitters
Keywords of knowledge and should enhance the connection between students' prior and new
knowledge by recognizing their preconceptions. The proposed conceptual model of this
) ] ] research, focusing on interactive environments, designing open-ended questions, and
Teaching-Learning Strategies, participatory activities, offers strategies to enhance critical thinking and interaction in the
Dialogue, Gadamer learning process. These findings align with Dewey and Vygotsky’s theories of experiential
and social learning but provide a deeper philosophical emphasis on the role of dialogue and
interpretation. The study's outcomes can contribute to improving the quality of education in
various learning environments.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION
Understanding, as conceptualized in the hermeneutic philosophy of Hans-Georg Gadamer,
is a dynamic, interactive, and interpretive process. Gadamer’s philosophy emphasizes the
importance of dialogue, preconceptions, and the fusion of horizons in the learning process,
which aligns with contemporary pedagogical approaches that advocate for student-
centered and dialogic learning environments. According to Gadamer, understanding is not
merely an epistemological endeavor but an ontological process where individuals engage
in a continuous dialogue with their historical and cultural contexts. This philosophical
perspective provides a robust framework for the development of teaching-learning
strategies that foster critical thinking, creativity, and deeper engagement with knowledge.
In the educational context, Gadamer’s hermeneutic principles offer valuable insights into
how teachers can facilitate meaningful learning experiences by acknowledging students’
prior knowledge, promoting dialogic interactions, and creating opportunities for reflective
engagement (2, 5). The present study aims to analyze the meaning of understanding from
Gadamer's perspective and apply it to develop a conceptual model of teaching-learning
strategies. Prior research has shown that Gadamer’s principles have been effectively used
to enhance critical thinking and participatory learning (3, 4), yet a comprehensive
conceptual framework for teaching strategies remains underdeveloped. This study seeks to
fill this gap by proposing a model grounded in the hermeneutic tradition.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The research employed an analytical-descriptive approach to examine the
educational and pedagogical foundations of Gadamer's philosophy and its application to
teaching-learning strategies. Both document analysis and semi-structured interviews with
educational experts were used for data collection. The sample included experienced
educators familiar with hermeneutic pedagogy, selected through purposive sampling. The
study utilized qualitative data analysis techniques to identify key themes related to
understanding, dialogue, and conceptual learning. The proposed conceptual model was
developed based on an iterative process of data analysis and theoretical reflection.

FINDINGS

The findings indicate that Gadamer’s concept of understanding, characterized by the
fusion of horizons, dialogue, and acknowledgment of preconceptions, can provide a solid
foundation for designing innovative teaching-learning strategies. The analysis revealed that

a1



Y&O

effective learning occurs when students actively engage in a meaning-making process
through dialogue with teachers and peers. Key elements of the proposed conceptual model
include:
1. Interactive Learning Environments: Encouraging classroom settings that
facilitate open-ended discussions and critical inquiry.
2. Preconception Recognition: Acknowledging students’ prior knowledge and

Integrating it into the learning process to build meaningful connections.

3. Dialogue-Centered Pedagogy: Emphasizing teacher-student interactions that foster
shared understanding and collaborative knowledge construction.

4. Reflective Thinking Strategies: Encouraging students to critically analyze and
reinterpret their knowledge through structured reflection activities.

5. Participatory Activities: Implementing group-based and experiential learning
techniques to enhance engagement and comprehension.

The statistical analysis of interview responses confirmed the positive impact of these
strategies on students’ critical thinking skills, engagement levels, and overall learning
experience.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The study’s findings suggest that applying Gadamer’s hermeneutic principles in
educational settings can lead to deeper and more meaningful learning experiences.
Understanding, as an interpretive and dialogic process, allows for a richer engagement with
knowledge by creating opportunities for students to connect new information with their
existing preconceptions. The proposed model encourages educators to shift from a
traditional knowledge transmission approach to a facilitative role that nurtures inquiry,
exploration, and reflection. In adopting such strategies, teachers can empower students to
become active participants in their learning journeys, fostering a culture of critical thinking
and continuous engagement. Additionally, the emphasis on dialogue within the learning
process underscores the importance of interpersonal relationships in education, which can
contribute to a more inclusive and participatory educational environment. The study
highlights the need for further research into the practical implementation of these strategies
across different educational contexts and disciplines. Future studies could explore the
impact of hermeneutic-based pedagogical approaches on various learning outcomes and
the potential challenges in integrating such methods within standardized curricula.
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