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ABSTRACT

The present study, based on the factors for improving the educational system with
an emphasis on the alignment of theory and practice in the thought of Imam Musa
Sadr, employs an analytical and interpretive approach to identify and present Imam
Musa Sadr’s educational system as a framework entirely founded on divine values
Keywords and human virtues. Given the significance of the orientation of the educational
education, Imam Musa Sadr’s system and the components utilized in designing its educational models in terms of
educational system, factors for their alignment with authentic religious criteria and the fulfillment of the objectives
improving the educational system, | Of this intellectual system, as well as for identifying the themes of Sadr's educational
thought and conduct, theory and | System, the study utilized 14 interviews, Imam Musa Sadr’s books, and expert
practice lectures. The findings indicate that, in Sadr’s thought, in addition to the emphasis
on inherent and divine dignity, as well as the spiritual and psychological aspects of
human existence, and the active and sovereign role of God in the educational
system, five sub-themes have been identified as factors for improving the
educational system: (1) the foundations of the nature of the educational system
(Sadr’s perspectives and insights), (2) the principles of the educational system (the
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philosophy of Sadr’s educational system), (3) the pillars of Sadr’s educational
system (the characteristics or indicators of Sadr’s educational system), (4) the
structure of Sadr’s educational system, and (5) the system’s attention to learners’
issues (educational programs). Accordingly, the improvement of the educational
system, with an emphasis on the alignment of theory and practice in the thought of
Imam Musa Sadr, was carried out in such a way that its components interact
adequately with each other to yield practical outcomes in implementation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

The educational system serves as a crucial institution in shaping individuals and
societies, transferring knowledge, values, and social norms from generation to generation.
The quality of an educational system is determined by various factors, including its
philosophical foundations, teaching methodologies, and alignment between theoretical
knowledge and practical application (3). One of the primary concerns in modern
educational reforms is bridging the gap between theoretical teachings and their practical
implications, ensuring that students not only acquire knowledge but also develop the ability
to apply it effectively in real-life situations (2).

Imam Musa Sadr, a prominent religious and intellectual figure, proposed a
distinctive educational model rooted in Islamic principles, emphasizing the integration of
thought and practice. His vision of education extends beyond the conventional classroom
framework, advocating for a holistic approach that nurtures intellectual, spiritual, and
moral development (5). This study aims to explore the key elements of Imam Musa Sadr’s
educational philosophy, focusing on the factors that contribute to the improvement of the
educational system while maintaining an alignment between theoretical knowledge and
practical execution.

In contemporary discourse, education is often critiqued for its increasing detachment
from real-world applications, leading to graduates who lack the necessary skills to
contribute effectively to society. Imam Musa Sadr’s approach provides a comprehensive
framework for addressing this challenge, offering insights into the integration of divine
values, ethical responsibility, and academic excellence (4). By analyzing his educational
thought, this study seeks to highlight the essential components required to reform and
enhance the educational system in a way that fosters both intellectual growth and societal
progress.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The present study employs an analytical and interpretive research approach to
examine Imam Musa Sadr’s educational system. The research methodology includes
qualitative content analysis based on primary sources, such as Imam Musa Sadr’s writings,
lectures, and interviews with experts knowledgeable in his educational philosophy. A total
of 14 interviews were conducted with scholars and practitioners who have studied or

applied Sadr’s educational principles in various contexts.
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The data were analyzed using thematic analysis, following an inductive coding
process to identify key themes and sub-themes related to educational improvement. The
study categorized the educational principles into five major dimensions: (1) foundational
principles of the educational system, (2) philosophical underpinnings, (3) structural
components, (4) key characteristics, and (5) practical applications within learning
environments.

Data were collected through document analysis and expert interviews. The analysis
was conducted using qualitative coding software to ensure systematic data organization.
The coding process involved open, axial, and selective coding to extract significant patterns
from the qualitative data. The findings were validated through member checking and expert
review to ensure credibility and accuracy.

FINDINGS

The analysis of Imam Musa Sadr’s educational thought revealed five primary factors
contributing to the improvement of the educational system:

1. Foundations of the Educational System: Imam Musa Sadr emphasized the divine
nature of human dignity, the spiritual and psychological aspects of human
development, and the central role of God in education. His approach integrates
theological perspectives with modern pedagogical strategies, ensuring that education
nurtures both intellectual and moral growth.

2. Philosophy of Education: The study found that Sadr’s philosophy is deeply rooted
in Islamic teachings, advocating for an educational system that aligns with religious
principles while fostering critical thinking and creativity. His philosophy opposes
purely secular models of education, arguing that knowledge should be pursued in a
way that reinforces moral integrity and social responsibility.

3. Structural Elements of the Educational System: Sadr proposed a structured yet
flexible educational model that adapts to learners' needs while maintaining core
ethical values. He emphasized the importance of interactive learning environments
where students actively engage in discussions, reflections, and hands-on
experiences.

4. Characteristics of an Effective Educational System: The findings suggest that an
ideal educational system, according to Sadr, should balance theoretical instruction
with experiential learning. He highlighted the significance of community
involvement, ethical leadership, and continuous self-improvement as essential
attributes of educators.
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5. Practical Applications in Learning Environments: The study identified various
pedagogical strategies inspired by Sadr’s thought, including mentorship,
collaborative learning, and service-based education. His model encourages students
to apply their knowledge through real-world problem-solving, ensuring that
theoretical concepts are internalized and translated into meaningful action.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The findings of this study underscore the importance of integrating theory with

practice in the educational system, as emphasized by Imam Musa Sadr. His approach
provides a robust framework for reforming contemporary educational institutions by
aligning academic instruction with ethical values and real-world applications. Unlike
conventional education systems that often prioritize rote learning and standardized
assessments, Sadr’s model promotes a dynamic learning process that fosters intellectual
curiosity, moral responsibility, and social engagement.

One of the key implications of this study is the necessity of a value-based educational
framework that not only imparts knowledge but also cultivates character. Sadr’s
philosophy challenges the notion that education should be purely technical or secular,
advocating instead for a comprehensive approach that integrates spiritual, cognitive, and
ethical dimensions. By adopting such a model, educational institutions can better prepare
students for the complexities of modern society, equipping them with the skills and values
needed to contribute meaningfully to their communities.

Furthermore, the study highlights the role of educators as facilitators of holistic
learning experiences rather than mere transmitters of information. Sadr’s emphasis on
mentorship and community-based learning suggests that education should extend beyond
the classroom, engaging students in activities that reinforce their theoretical knowledge
through direct application.

In conclusion, the research demonstrates that Imam Musa Sadr’s educational thought
offers valuable insights for improving the educational system. By fostering a harmonious
relationship between theory and practice, his model presents a viable solution to the
contemporary challenges facing education. Future research should explore the practical
implementation of Sadr’s principles in different educational settings, assessing their impact

on student learning outcomes and societal development.
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