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ABSTRACT
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semi-structured interviews with 30 experts and experienced teachers. The data were
analyzed through open, axial, and selective coding. In the quantitative phase, a
researcher-made questionnaire was administered to 317 participants including
teachers, principals, and education experts. Data were analyzed using structural
equation modeling (SEM) via SPSS and SMART PLS software. The results
indicated that the proposed model has acceptable validity and reliability. Statistical
indicators such as AVE, Cronbach’s alpha, composite reliability, HTMT, Q2 f2, and
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Curriculum, Moral Education, between model components (e.g., strategies, contextual factors, drivers, and
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Theory, Structural Equation with the cultural and educational context of the region, the proposed model offers
Modeling, Secondary Education, | & practical, localized framework for designing curriculum in moral and social
Hormozgan Province education and can serve as a strategic tool in educational policymaking.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Moral and social education are among the central components of curriculum systems
worldwide, given their essential role in nurturing responsible, ethical, and socially engaged
citizens. In the context of Iran's education system, particularly at the lower secondary level,
there is an increasing recognition of the necessity to structure moral and social education
through a coherent and localized curriculum model that aligns with both national values
and developmental needs of adolescents (1, 9). The cultural and social diversity of
provinces such as Hormozgan—marked by unique ethnic, religious, and socioeconomic
conditions—further emphasizes the need for a tailored approach to moral and social
curriculum design (17).

The shortcomings of current curricular efforts in this domain can be attributed in
part to the dominance of a content-heavy, academically-centered model that fails to
translate moral principles into real behavioral change among students (2, 11). Moreover, a
mismatch between formal curriculum goals and the hidden curriculum—comprising school
culture, teacher behavior, and peer interaction—has limited the practical success of moral
education in classrooms (7, 8). International studies echo similar challenges, stressing that
moral education must move beyond traditional didactic models to embrace experience-
based, emotionally grounded, and socially responsive strategies (4, 5).

Emerging research underscores the importance of integrating moral education with
social-emotional learning (SEL), empathy training, and contextual awareness in shaping
students' ethical behavior (6, 10). Scholars such as Bamkin (16) argue that formal
instructional time should be effectively utilized to promote ethical competencies through
dialogue, role-playing, and reflective practices. In Iran, curriculum theorists have proposed
various frameworks grounded in Islamic ethics and cultural pedagogy to address these
issues. For instance, Aghili and colleagues (1, 11) emphasize the development of curriculum
components that include values-based goals, adaptable instructional strategies, and
formative assessment systems aligned with moral objectives.

However, as recent empirical evidence suggests, any moral education initiative must
be empirically validated and context-sensitive (13, 18). The diversity of student
backgrounds, regional cultures, and school environments demands a flexible yet
theoretically sound model that accounts for local needs while maintaining broader
educational coherence. Furthermore, studies have highlighted the necessity of embedding



citizenship ethics and civic responsibility into the moral education framework, particularly
in adolescent education where identity formation and value internalization are most active
(14, 17).

This study was conducted in response to these identified gaps and needs. It aimed to
design and validate a curriculum model for moral and social education tailored to the lower
secondary school system in Hormozgan Province. The proposed model incorporates a
grounded understanding of ethical development, contextual dynamics, and practical
Implementation strategies based on the insights of field experts and education stakeholders.
Through a mixed-methods design, the study offers both a conceptual structure and
empirical evidence for the model’s effectiveness.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This research followed a mixed-methods design. The qualitative phase employed the
classical grounded theory approach to develop the model based on in-depth semi-structured
interviews with 30 participants, including educational experts, curriculum designers, and
experienced teachers in the field of moral and social education. The data collection focused
on identifying core categories and subcategories relating to causal conditions, contextual
and intervening factors, strategies, and outcomes of moral education. The interviews were
coded in three stages: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding.

In the quantitative phase, the study used a researcher-made questionnaire to validate
the proposed curriculum model. The statistical population included over 1,700 stakeholders
such as school administrators, teachers, and policymakers in the Ministry of Education.
Based on Cochran’s formula, 317 individuals were selected through convenience sampling.
Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) was used to analyze the data through SPSS and
SMART PLS software.

FINDINGS

The qualitative phase yielded a conceptual model with seven major components:
causal conditions, core phenomenon, contextual conditions, intervening conditions,
strategies, outcomes, and inhibitors/drivers. A total of 276 open codes were identified,
categorized into five main axial codes. Key causal conditions included the inadequacy of
current curricula, neglect of moral competencies in school culture, and limited teacher
preparedness. Contextual factors were linked to regional sociocultural diversity and
variations in school infrastructure. Intervening conditions highlighted the role of digital
technologies, family engagement, and religious-cultural norms. Strategies proposed in the
model ranged from narrative-based learning and community engagement projects to
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interactive role-playing and reflective dialogue. The anticipated outcomes of the model
included increased empathy, civic responsibility, and social participation among students.

Quantitative analysis confirmed the construct validity and reliability of the proposed
model. Cronbach’s alpha and Composite Reliability values for all constructs were above
the 0.7 threshold, indicating strong internal consistency. Average Variance Extracted
(AVE) values exceeded 0.5 for all constructs, supporting convergent validity. HTMT
values were all below 0.9, confirming discriminant validity. Path analysis showed
statistically ~ significant relationships between strategies, contextual factors,
drivers/inhibitors, and the outcome variable. The adjusted R? for the outcome construct was
0.618, suggesting that over 61% of the variance in moral and social education outcomes
could be explained by the model. Q2 values for predictive relevance ranged from 0.54 to
0.88, indicating strong predictive accuracy. The global GOF index was calculated at 0.607,
indicating a well-fitting model.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The results of this study demonstrate that the proposed curriculum model for moral
and social education is both theoretically sound and empirically valid. The integration of
localized cultural elements, values education principles, and pedagogical strategies tailored
to adolescent developmental needs makes the model contextually relevant and
educationally effective. The alignment of the model’s structure with previous research (1-
3) underscores its theoretical robustness, while the positive statistical outcomes confirm its
practical applicability in the Hormozgan educational setting.

The strong influence of strategic components—such as reflective learning, active
student engagement, and moral role modeling—on the desired educational outcomes
reflects the importance of interactive and experiential learning in ethics education. This
supports broader findings in the literature (4-6), which emphasize that character and value
development cannot be accomplished through content transmission alone, but rather
through structured interpersonal and social experiences.

The findings also reaffirm the necessity of considering both overt and covert
curricular elements in moral education design. Hidden curriculum aspects, such as teacher
behavior, school ethos, and peer dynamics, must be harmonized with formal instructional
goals to avoid cognitive and behavioral dissonance in students (7, 8). Furthermore, the

model’s emphasis on contextual factors recognizes the sociocultural specificities of



Hormozgan Province, a dimension often neglected in centralized curriculum development
Processes.

Ultimately, this study contributes to both theory and practice by offering a validated
model that educational policymakers, curriculum developers, and school administrators
can adopt or adapt for moral and social education. Its emphasis on inclusivity, cultural
responsiveness, and pedagogical innovation offers a holistic framework that supports
students’ ethical growth and civic engagement.

The model's strengths lie in its interdisciplinary foundations, evidence-based
structure, and sensitivity to local realities. It bridges the gap between moral philosophy and
classroom practice, thereby fostering an environment where ethical reasoning and social
responsibility become integral parts of the learning process.
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