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ABSTRACT

Received: 29 May 2025 This study aimed to explain the teacher’s character based on the moral value of husn al-

Accepted: 18 Sep 2025 khulug (good temperament) and to infer its educational implications. To achieve this
Available Online: 22 Dec 2025 objective, the methods of conceptual analysis, grounded theory, and inferential analysis

were used. The findings, based on narrations, showed that the causal factors influencing the
Keywords realization of desirable good temperament include perfectionism, divine mercy, a record of

faith, and God-pleasing piety. Furthermore, the contextual conditions facilitating good
temperament in teachers consist of propriety in speech, sociability, and good manners. On
the other hand, intervening and mediating factors in this regard were identified as
implications, teacher’s character | cheerfulness, observing verbal courtesy, and constructive interaction with others. Teachers’
strategies for cultivating desirable good temperament were categorized into various
dimensions such as gratitude, continuous effort, generosity, truth-centered speech,
supporting the family, observing verbal propriety, eloquence, balanced humor, sociability,
patience and tolerance, anger control, forgiveness, kindness, humility, protecting others’
dignity, confidentiality, gentleness, courteous behavior, affection toward fellow humans,
and maintaining family ties. The positive outcomes of good temperament in teachers
included achieving complete faith, enhancing spiritual records, gaining social credibility,
increased livelihood, prosperity, and longevity. Subsequently, using inferential analysis, a
conceptual model of education for desirable good temperament was designed and explained.
The educational principles of this model comprised divine mercy, divine affection, divine
justice, divine knowledge and comprehensive understanding, faith and righteous deeds,
pursuit of perfection, human dignity, and belief in the afterlife. Moreover, effective
educational methods for fostering good temperament in human beings were extracted and
elaborated. By providing a systematic framework, this study has taken a step toward
outlining an ideal model of teachers’ professional ethics based on Islamic teachings.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The present study sought to explain the teacher’s character based on the moral value
of husn al-khulug (good temperament) and to infer its educational implications, drawing
on Qur’anic teachings and narrations. Islam is a comprehensive and all-encompassing
religion that supervises all aspects of human life—economic, social, political,
governmental, and especially educational. It is viewed as a divine program for human life,
which is why every specialist in any discipline is inevitably involved with Islamic
viewpoints (1). In Islamic thought, good temperament is not merely an external virtue but
the essence and summit of faith; as Imam “Ali stated, “The peak of faith is good character
and adorning oneself with truthfulness.” Imam al-Sadiq similarly emphasized that God
rewards good temperament as He rewards a warrior who strives night and day (2). This
indicates that ethical virtues are central to the spiritual development of humans, enabling
them to approach God, gain peace of mind, extend lifespan, strengthen social relationships,
and remove enmity. Ethics, from this perspective, is the science of good and bad
dispositions and their causes and effects, aiming to cultivate virtues and eliminate vices (3).
Since humans cannot overcome the vast material and spiritual challenges of life alone, they
must gain others’ cooperation; those who lack the ability to attract support are doomed to
failure (4). The concept of husn al-khuluqg, widely emphasized in the Qur’an and hadith,
literally denotes soft-heartedness, pleasant speech, and cheerfulness toward others (5), and
is considered an inner beauty analogous to physical beauty (6). The Qur’an describes the
Prophet as having “an exalted character” (Q 68:4), and classical lexicographers defined
khulug as the inner form of humans (7). Building on these foundations, this research aimed
to conceptualize the teacher’s professional character based on this moral value, viewing
teachers as key agents of ethical cultivation in society.

Methodologically, this study adopted a textual grounded theory approach,
complemented by conceptual and inferential analysis, to discover the nature of teacherly
good temperament within Islamic sources. Two central exploratory questions guided the
analysis: (a) what is the teacher’s character based on good temperament according to
narrations, and (b) what are its stages and processes in Islamic sources. Data were gathered
from Qur’anic verses and hadiths thematically related to good temperament, selected
through theoretical sampling until saturation. Three-stage coding (open, axial, and
selective) was employed to derive conceptual categories, after which an inferential
approach was used to extract educational goals, principles, methods, and content from the
discovered model. The findings identified several causal factors enabling the realization of



good temperament: striving for perfection, divine mercy, a record of faith, and God-
pleasing piety. Contextual factors included propriety of speech, sociability, and general
good manners. Intervening and mediating conditions involved cheerfulness, verbal
courtesy, and constructive social interactions. Teacher strategies for cultivating good
temperament encompassed gratitude, continuous effort, generosity, truth-centered speech,
supporting family, eloquence, balanced humor, patience, anger control, forgiveness,
kindness, humility, confidentiality, and maintaining family ties. Positive consequences
were reported as complete faith, spiritual elevation, social credibility, increased sustenance,
prosperity, and longevity. Based on these, the study devised a conceptual model of teacher
character education aligned with Islamic values.

The educational principles inferred from this model were anchored in core Islamic
beliefs and values. The first principle, divine mercy, asserts that lenience and forgiveness
toward others attract God’s mercy, encouraging teachers to overlook others’ mistakes just
as they hope God will forgive theirs (13). The Qur’an (3:159) underscores this, stating that
the Prophet’s soft-heartedness was by God’s mercy and that harshness would have driven
people away. The second principle, divine affection (moddat), builds on verses describing
God as al-Wadud (loving and kind) and highlights that expressing affection and
forgiveness toward others invites divine love (14). Imam ‘Ali noted that good temperament
engenders love and strengthens bonds (15). The third principle, divine justice, emphasizes
that all humans are equal before God and none is superior except by piety, as stated in
Qur’an 49:13, and thus arrogance or oppression contradicts good temperament (13). The
fourth principle, God’s seeing and hearing, reminds teachers that God witnesses all actions,
motivating them to refrain from sin and mistreatment and to practice good behavior (16,
17). The fifth principle, faith and righteous deeds, underlines that ethical values are eternal
and shape the soul’s essence, urging teachers to follow virtues and avoid the evil-prompting
self (15). The sixth principle, perfection-seeking, views humans as innately inclined toward
ultimate perfection, achievable through self-purification and spiritual striving, seeing
themselves as God’s trustees responsible for their own and others’ welfare (15). The
seventh principle, human dignity, holds that humans are uniquely honored by God (Q
17:70) and must respect themselves and others, avoiding any behavior—including bad
temper—that undermines dignity (13, 18). The eighth principle, belief in the afterlife, asserts
that viewing the world as transient and humans as destined for eternal return fosters
detachment from worldly greed and conflicts that breed bad temper (3, 15, 19). These eight
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principles formed the value-ethical backbone of the model, linking theological foundations
to practical moral conduct.

From these principles, the study derived educational methods and strategies for
nurturing good temperament in teachers and students. The inferential analysis showed that
instilling divine mercy necessitates training teachers to lead with forgiveness, patience, and
emotional support, fostering an environment where students feel valued and safe.
Cultivating divine affection requires modeling empathy, verbal kindness, and social
warmth to strengthen interpersonal bonds and trust. Applying divine justice calls for
promoting fairness, humility, and respectful classroom interactions, discouraging
favoritism or authoritarianism. Reinforcing belief in God’s omniscience entails developing
teachers’ mindfulness of God’s presence, thereby enhancing their ethical self-regulation.
Strengthening faith and righteous deeds emphasizes character education, moral reflection,
and self-knowledge as routes to ethical resilience. Supporting perfection-seeking involves
guiding teachers in personal growth, goal-setting, and intrinsic motivation toward
excellence. Affirming human dignity necessitates respectful treatment, positive discipline,
and recognition of each learner’s worth. Finally, reinforcing belief in the afterlife requires
teaching the transience of worldly rewards and the lasting value of virtuous deeds.
Collectively, these methods bridge abstract theological values with actionable pedagogical
practices, positioning teachers as role models of ethical conduct who influence students’
moral development by example and guidance (s8-12).

This study makes a significant theoretical contribution by integrating scattered
Islamic teachings on ethics into a coherent model of teacher character education. It moves
beyond treating ethics as a set of rules to portray it as an internalized disposition grounded
in faith, spirituality, and humanistic responsibility. The model shows that good
temperament is not an optional adornment but the axis of teachers’ professional and
spiritual identity, shaping their relationships with students, colleagues, and society. It
demonstrates that ethical virtues like mercy, love, justice, and dignity are not only moral
imperatives but also pedagogical assets that enhance classroom climate, student
engagement, and holistic development. Furthermore, it suggests that ethical education must
transcend cognitive instruction to encompass emotional and behavioral cultivation through
modeling, habituation, and experiential learning. This has profound implications for
teacher training curricula, which should integrate ethical-spiritual development alongside
pedagogical and content knowledge. By rooting teacher character formation in Islamic



ethics, the study offers a culturally authentic and spiritually enriching framework for
educational practice in Muslim contexts.

In conclusion, this research highlights that advancing moral virtues such as good
temperament can elevate teachers to a level surpassing even angels, as emphasized in
Islamic tradition. These virtues play a foundational role in teachers’ spiritual and emotional
cultivation, guiding them to fulfill their duties conscientiously, face life’s complexities with
resilience, and uphold human dignity. Ethical virtues empower teachers to perform
demanding and critical tasks without compromising their conscience, fostering inner peace
and accountability before God. Since Islam is a social religion rich in collective ideals,
teachers must serve as moral exemplars who embody compassion, justice, and dignity in
their daily conduct. The conceptual model developed here offers a systematic framework
for embedding these values into teacher education, aiming to nurture educators who are
not only knowledgeable but also virtuous, merciful, and spiritually attuned guides for
future generations.
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