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ABSTRACT
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Religious Studies textbooks (grades 10 to 12). The unit of analysis was “theme,” and data
were extracted and categorized according to the four Quranic educational domains
(cognitive, affective, behavioral, and consequential). The results indicated that in Quran
Education textbooks of lower secondary school, the consequential domain (164 cases) and
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domain, affective domain, cognitive domain (101 cases) were most frequently represented. In the Religious Studies
behavioral domain, consequential | textbooks of upper secondary school, the cognitive domain (144 cases) and consequential
domain, content analysis domain (133 cases) were predominant. In contrast, the affective and behavioral domains,

despite their crucial role in adolescent religious identity formation, received considerably
less attention. This imbalance in attention to different educational dimensions may lead to
a gap between students’ knowledge, inner inclination, and practical behavior. The findings
highlight the necessity of revising textbook content to strengthen affective and behavioral
indicators and ensure balanced Quran-based education.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Education, in its various forms, has always been regarded as a cornerstone of human
civilization and development. Among the diverse dimensions of education, religious
education occupies a unique position, particularly in societies where religion and culture
are deeply intertwined. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, textbooks on Quran Education and
Religion and Life are considered the primary official sources of religious instruction at the
secondary school level. These textbooks not only serve as repositories of knowledge but
also function as essential tools for shaping students’ identity, values, and moral behavior.
The fundamental question is to what extent these textbooks align with the educational
indicators of the Holy Quran and whether they are able to create balanced development
across cognitive, affective, behavioral, and consequential domains.

Islamic scholars have long emphasized that education must be holistic and must
facilitate the balanced growth of all human dimensions. Motahari argued that true Islamic
education requires attention to rational, ethical, and spiritual growth simultaneously, with
the ultimate goal of nurturing human beings capable of achieving closeness to God (5-8).
Similarly, Mesbah Yazdi underlined that education in Islam is not merely the transfer of
knowledge but a transformative process aiming at purification of the soul and realization
of hayat tayyiba (9). Other Islamic thinkers, such as Bagheri and Rafiei, reinforced this
view by insisting that curricula should not be reduced to intellectual development alone but
must also cultivate spiritual and behavioral maturity (13, 14).

From a psychological perspective, modern educational psychology stresses that
meaningful learning occurs only when new knowledge connects with prior experiences and
when students actively engage with the material (15-17). This principle resonates with
Quranic pedagogy, which consistently integrates reflection (tafakkur), reasoning, and
action. If textbooks are restricted to the mere presentation of abstract concepts, they may
provide cognitive awareness but fail to encourage the internalization of values or the
translation of faith into behavior.

Recent studies have highlighted this imbalance in Iranian textbooks. Abedi et al.
found that Religion and Life textbooks emphasized cognitive aspects while neglecting
affective and behavioral ones (10). Likewise, Irandoost and colleagues reported that Arabic
comprehension books at the junior high school level were similarly skewed toward
knowledge transmission, with limited engagement of emotional and practical skills (11).
Zare and co-researchers further argued that an overemphasis on knowledge without



sufficient attention to value systems may expose students to risky behaviors and weaken
religious commitment (12).

In contrast, recent advances in curriculum design suggest that more balanced and
Innovative approaches are possible. For instance, Fel Araghi and collaborators developed
a positive education-based curriculum model for secondary education that integrated
cognitive knowledge with emotional well-being and practical engagement (20). Bezi and
colleagues proposed an environmental education curriculum model that likewise balanced
knowledge with affective and action-oriented outcomes (21). These findings align with
broader calls for designing curricula that incorporate modern challenges such as
technological advancements. Hernawati et al. emphasized that Islamic religious education
curricula must adapt to Al-based technologies to remain relevant in the contemporary
world (22). Moreover, Suparta showed that moderation-based curricula in Islamic
universities can bridge traditional religious teachings with the realities of urban and modern
Muslim life (23). Nst also stressed that Islamic education theories provide a robust
conceptual framework for curriculum development that ensures both faithfulness to
tradition and adaptability to modern contexts (24).

Philosophically, the field of curriculum studies provides useful frameworks for
evaluating and designing educational materials. Ornstein and Hunkins, as well as Maleki,
argued that curriculum development must ensure comprehensiveness, balance, and
contextual relevance (29, 30). Mehr Mohammadi’s comparative work highlighted the gaps
between Iran and Germany’s curriculum planning systems, emphasizing the importance of
systemic and cultural adaptation (25). Similarly, Mehrmohammadi’s broader perspectives
on curriculum stressed that education should be seen as an integrated process involving
knowledge, skills, values, and social practice (26). Gall and colleagues contributed
methodological insights, arguing that both qualitative and quantitative approaches are
necessary to comprehensively evaluate educational systems (32). Saroukhani’s sociological
perspective and Shoari Nejad’s philosophical analyses also remind us that education
operates within broader cultural and social frameworks (17, 27).

In light of these theoretical and empirical foundations, the present study addresses
the critical gap between Quranic educational indicators and the content of Iran’s secondary
school textbooks. It aims to assess whether current textbooks reflect the holistic, balanced,
and value-centered approach advocated in both Islamic pedagogy and contemporary
curriculum theory.

METHODS AND MATERIALS
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The study employed a qualitative research design using descriptive content analysis.
The population included Quran Education textbooks for grades 7 to 9 (lower secondary)
and Religion and Life textbooks for grades 10 to 12 (upper secondary). The unit of analysis
was the “theme.” Content was systematically coded according to four Quranic educational
domains: cognitive (knowledge and belief), affective (attitudes and motivations),
behavioral (practical conduct), and consequential (faith outcomes and commitments). A
checklist of Quranic indicators derived from prior literature served as the coding
instrument. Data were categorized, frequencies counted, and comparisons drawn between
textbooks at both levels.

FINDINGS

The analysis revealed that in the Quran Education textbooks of lower secondary
school, the consequential domain was most frequent, with 164 cases identified, followed
by the cognitive domain with 101 cases. In contrast, the affective and behavioral domains
were far less represented. Similarly, in the Religion and Life textbooks of upper secondary
school, the cognitive domain appeared most frequently with 144 cases, followed closely
by the consequential domain with 133 cases. Again, affective and behavioral dimensions
were underrepresented.

The results suggest a consistent pattern across both sets of textbooks: strong
emphasis on cognitive knowledge and consequential outcomes of faith, but relatively
limited coverage of affective and behavioral indicators. While the textbooks do introduce
general moral teachings and provide conceptual understanding, they rarely incorporate
practical exercises, role models, or emotionally engaging content that could foster
internalized attitudes and real-life behavioral applications.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings underscore a significant imbalance in the design of religious textbooks
in Iran. By focusing predominantly on cognitive and consequential aspects, the curriculum
risks creating a gap between students’ awareness of religious concepts and their actual
practices or heartfelt commitments. This imbalance has been reported in prior research as
well, reinforcing the notion that the national curriculum requires serious revision (10-12).

The results also align with Motahari’s warning that overemphasis on one dimension
of education inevitably produces an incomplete form of human development (5-8). Without
sufficient attention to affective and behavioral elements, students may acquire theoretical
knowledge but lack the motivation or practical guidance to apply it in their lives. This gap



between theory and practice contradicts the Quranic model of holistic education, which
integrates reflection, faith, and action (9, 13).

The broader literature on curriculum supports these conclusions. Scholars argue that
effective curricula must provide balance, adaptability, and comprehensiveness (29-31).
Innovative models demonstrate that it is possible to design curricula that integrate
knowledge with values and skills (20, 21). Similarly, Hernawati’s work on Al-based
religious education shows that curricula must also evolve with societal and technological
changes to maintain relevance (22).

The present findings therefore suggest an urgent need for curriculum reform in Iran’s
religious education system. Revising textbooks to include practical exercises, emotional
engagement, and real-life applications of Quranic teachings could strengthen students’
holistic development. Such changes would also align Iran’s educational practices with
international trends toward integrative and learner-centered curricula (18, 19, 23, 24).

In conclusion, this study highlights both achievements and shortcomings in the
current textbooks. While cognitive and consequential domains are well represented,
affective and behavioral dimensions remain underdeveloped. Addressing this imbalance is
essential for ensuring that religious education in Iran achieves its intended goals of
nurturing faithful, ethical, and socially responsible individuals.
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