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ABSTRACT

The present study was conducted with the aim of examining the impact of various factors
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Accepted: 06 Oct 2025 on the student citizenship culture among students in the North Tehran region. This research
Available Online: 22 Dec 2025 is applied in nature and follows a descriptive-survey design. The statistical population

consisted of 1,200 students, from whom 291 individuals were selected through simple
Keywords random sampling. Data were collected through both library and field methods, and the main

instrument for data gathering was a questionnaire. The research hypotheses included the
impact of civil liberty, academic citizenship, citizenship rights, citizenship behavior,
university culture, and civic ethics on the student citizenship culture. Descriptive statistics
behavior, university culture, civic | showed that the sample composition was nearly equal in terms of gender, with the majority
ethics being young and single. In the inferential statistics section, the conceptual model was
evaluated using SmartPLS software and structural equation modeling (SEM). The model’s
reliability and validity criteria were reported as adequate, and the model fit indices,
including the Goodness-of-Fit Index (GFI), Comparative Fit Index (CFI), and Goodness-
of-Fit (GOF), indicated acceptable model conformity, although the Root Mean Square Error
of Approximation (RMSEA) index was weaker. The coefficient of determination (R2)
demonstrated moderate to strong explanatory power of the model. Hypothesis testing was
performed using the Partial Least Squares (PLS) method, and all hypothesized relationships
were confirmed with positive standardized coefficients and significant t-values. The greatest
effects were related to civic ethics and citizenship rights, while the smallest effect belonged
to academic citizenship. Accordingly, the study shows that all six examined factors have a
positive and significant impact on the student citizenship culture, and the theoretical
research model received strong empirical support.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Student citizenship culture has emerged as a critical dimension in evaluating the
quality and social responsibility of higher education institutions. Universities today are
expected not only to generate and disseminate knowledge but also to cultivate socially
responsible, ethically aware, and civically engaged graduates (1, 2). Citizenship in
academic contexts refers to a complex set of knowledge, values, rights, and behaviors that
empower students to participate actively in democratic life, contribute to social cohesion,
and uphold ethical and civic norms (10). In contemporary societies, where rapid social
change and digital transformation are reshaping civic engagement, understanding the
factors that influence student citizenship culture is vital (3).

Previous research highlights that academic culture plays a foundational role in
shaping students’ civic identity by embedding shared values, attitudes, and behavioral
norms within the university environment (4, 5). A healthy academic culture fosters trust,
collaboration, and mutual respect, reinforcing students’ sense of belonging and social
responsibility (6). Additionally, civic ethics—principles such as honesty, fairness, and
social accountability—are strongly associated with moral development and active civic
participation (7). Studies have also shown that universities with an explicit emphasis on
ethical values and rights-based education are more successful in nurturing proactive
citizens (8, 9).

Another vital element is civic freedom, which includes opportunities for free
expression, democratic participation, and engagement in institutional decision-making.
Environments that support these freedoms enable students to experience democracy in
practice and develop a robust sense of agency (10, 26). Research further suggests that
awareness of citizenship rights empowers students to engage meaningfully in academic
and social spheres, fostering their capacity to advocate for fairness and inclusion (11, 29).
Beyond institutional factors, students’ behavioral engagement, including volunteerism,
teamwork, and respect for academic norms, is essential for sustaining a vibrant civic culture
(23, 25).

Socioeconomic background also exerts considerable influence on the development
of citizenship competencies (12, 13). Students from families with higher cultural and
economic capital often have greater access to civic learning experiences, though inclusive
educational practices can help close these gaps (14, 15). Moreover, globalization and

digitalization have transformed the context of citizenship; today’s students interact in both



physical and virtual spaces, making digital citizenship and ethical data practices
increasingly important (3, 16). These dynamics underscore the need for integrative, context-
sensitive models to assess and enhance student citizenship culture in diverse higher
education systems (27, 28).

Given these perspectives, this study aimed to develop and test an integrated
conceptual model explaining how civic freedom, academic citizenship, citizenship rights,
citizenship behavior, academic culture, and civic ethics collectively shape student
citizenship culture. The findings are particularly relevant for Iranian higher education,
where there is a pressing need to modernize policies and create participatory and ethically
grounded learning environments (22, 24).

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The research adopted an applied, descriptive—survey design. The statistical
population included 1,200 students enrolled in universities in the North Tehran region. A
sample of 291 participants was selected using simple random sampling based on Cochran’s
formula to ensure adequate representativeness. Data collection was conducted through both
library and field approaches; the main research instrument was a structured questionnaire
designed to measure six key independent variables—civic freedom, academic citizenship,
citizenship rights, citizenship behavior, academic culture, and civic ethics—and the
dependent construct of student citizenship culture.

The questionnaire underwent rigorous content validation and reliability testing.
Structural equation modeling (SEM) using SmartPLS software was employed to assess the
measurement and structural models. Reliability indices, including Cronbach’s alpha and
composite reliability (CR), along with Average Variance Extracted (AVE), were calculated
to ensure internal consistency and convergent validity. Model fit was evaluated through
indices such as GFI, CFIl, GOF, and RMSEA. Hypotheses were tested using the Partial
Least Squares (PLS) approach, with path coefficients and t-statistics used to determine the
significance and strength of relationships.

FINDINGS

Descriptive statistics showed a nearly equal gender distribution (49.1% female and
50.9% male), with most participants being young and single. Educationally, 46.4% were
undergraduate students, 38.8% were pursuing master’s degrees, and 14.8% were doctoral
candidates.

Measurement model results confirmed adequate reliability and validity: all
constructs achieved composite reliability above 0.70 and AVE values exceeding the
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recommended 0.50 threshold. Model fit indices demonstrated acceptable structural
alignment, with GFI at 0.93, CFI at 0.92, and GOF at 0.509, although RMSEA (0.155) was
weaker than ideal.

Structural model testing revealed that all six hypothesized relationships were
positive and significant. Among the predictors, civic ethics (f = 0.237, t = 10.817) and
citizenship rights (B = 0.232, t = 10.840) had the strongest effects on student citizenship
culture. Civic freedom ( = 0.228, t = 14.586) and academic culture (B =0.225,t=13.939)
followed closely, indicating their substantial impact. Citizenship behavior (f = 0.189, t =
16.120) also contributed meaningfully, while academic citizenship had the smallest yet still
significant effect (f = 0.159, t = 8.956). The model’s overall explanatory power was
moderate to strong, with R2 for the student citizenship culture construct reaching 0.204.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings underscore the multidimensional nature of student citizenship culture
and highlight the leading role of ethical and rights-based dimensions. The strong effect of
civic ethics aligns with studies emphasizing the centrality of moral development and social
accountability in fostering engaged and responsible students (7, 8). Similarly, the
significant influence of citizenship rights confirms that awareness and institutional support
for rights and freedoms are fundamental to creating a trusting and participatory academic
environment (2, 9).

The prominent role of civic freedom reinforces the importance of democratic
campus climates. Prior research has shown that inclusive decision-making and freedom of
expression help students experience democracy directly and internalize civic values (10,
26). The findings also support Iranian studies calling for more open and justice-oriented
learning environments to strengthen civic identity among students (6, 22).

Interestingly, while academic citizenship was significant, it exerted the weakest
effect. This may reflect challenges in fostering academic integrity, collaborative
scholarship, and shared governance within Iranian universities (24, 25). International
comparisons suggest that when academic citizenship is well-institutionalized, it can
strongly enhance belonging and civic responsibility (8, 21). Universities may need to invest
more in participatory structures, faculty-student collaboration, and recognition systems for
academic engagement.

The impact of academic culture reinforces its status as the foundation of institutional
identity. A constructive and participatory culture not only directs students’ intellectual
development but also promotes prosocial values and a sense of community (4, 5).



Strengthening trust, collaboration, and transparency in universities could therefore be a
critical strategy to advance student citizenship culture (s, 23).

Finally, the use of advanced analytical techniques such as SEM demonstrated that a
rigorous, data-driven approach can clarify complex civic phenomena and produce context-
sensitive measurement models (9, 28). These findings provide actionable insights for both
policymakers and university leaders.

Overall, this study contributes to bridging global and local perspectives on
citizenship education and offers a validated, multidimensional framework to guide
interventions in lranian higher education. Creating democratic spaces, integrating
citizenship and ethics into curricula, and supporting inclusive academic cultures are key
steps toward nurturing informed, engaged, and socially responsible graduates capable of
addressing contemporary societal challenges.
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