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ABSTRACT

Received: 02 Aug 2025 The study aimed to examine the feasibility of integrating artificial intelligence into legal
Accepted: 12 Nov 2025 education, focusing on technological, educational, and ethical-legal requirements within
First Available: 13 Nov 2025 Iran’s higher education system. This research employed an exploratory sequential mixed-
Final Publication: 22 Dec2025 methods design. In the qualitative phase, semi-structured interviews were conducted with

24 law professors and educational technology experts in Tehran, and data were analyzed
thematically. Based on these findings, a researcher-made questionnaire was distributed
among 250 law professors and students. Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, confirmatory factor analysis, and structural equation modeling. Results indicated
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education, thematic analysis, a high willingness to adopt Al in legal education, though infrastructural readiness remains
confirmatory factor analysis, insufficient. Confirmatory factor analysis validated five core constructs—awareness and
ethics of technology attitude, technological requirements, ethical-legal considerations, educational

preparedness, and willingness to use—showing good model fit (CFI1=0.94,
RMSEA=0.056). Educational preparedness and technological awareness were the strongest
predictors of willingness to use Al, with ethical-legal factors mediating their relationship.
Implementing Al in legal education requires synergy among technology, pedagogy, and
ethics. Strengthening digital infrastructure, training faculty in Al literacy, and establishing
ethical and legal frameworks are essential for transitioning toward intelligent legal
education.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

The emergence of artificial intelligence (Al) as a transformative force across all
domains of knowledge has reshaped the discourse on higher education, particularly in law
schools where critical reasoning, ethical interpretation, and procedural justice remain
central learning outcomes. In recent years, Al technologies—ranging from generative
models such as ChatGPT to specialized legal analytics systems—have begun to penetrate
legal education, offering both unprecedented opportunities and complex challenges (2, 4).
In legal education, the integration of Al is not merely a matter of technological adoption
but also of epistemological and ethical reconsideration. The legal field, historically
grounded in human judgment and interpretive reasoning, now faces questions about
whether algorithmic systems can supplement, or even substitute, human cognitive and
moral capacities (1).

Roman (1) argues that Al introduces a new paradigm for positive understanding of
law, allowing jurists and students to interpret legal norms through computational models
that enhance objectivity and consistency. Similarly, Isakov (6) notes that Al-driven legal
analytics can facilitate the synthesis of complex case law, enabling learners to navigate
large databases with higher efficiency and analytical precision. However, this
transformation also brings forward challenges related to privacy, liability, authorship, and
the ethical autonomy of both educators and learners (9). Studies in various educational
contexts have revealed that Al-enhanced learning environments promote deeper
engagement and critical thinking among students, provided that teachers are adequately
trained to manage and interpret the technologies involved (7, 8).

Global evidence suggests that integrating Al in legal curricula demands the
development of digital literacy among faculty and students, as well as the creation of new
pedagogical models that blend traditional instruction with adaptive learning systems (3).
Migliorini and Moreira (3) emphasize the importance of nurturing Al literacy in law
schools to ensure that future legal professionals can responsibly interpret, audit, and
regulate Al tools. In contrast, Nwaechefu et al. (12) point out that the lack of institutional
readiness, insufficient infrastructure, and cultural resistance remain significant barriers,
especially in developing contexts. Furthermore, Korbayram and Hoca (14) warn that
judicial reliance on Al—without human oversight—can jeopardize legal legitimacy and
procedural fairness. These concerns are equally relevant to legal education, where over-
reliance on automated feedback may risk diminishing interpretive nuance.



Meanwhile, research by Wang and Yang (10) has shown that international models of
Al-driven legal education can enhance equitable access to learning by connecting students
from diverse regions through digital networks. In China, Zhao et al. (11) demonstrated that
Al integration into legal theory and practice improved accuracy in legal decision-making
and analytical depth, highlighting its potential to reduce human error. Similarly, in Russia,
Morozov (17) documented the institutional adoption of Al-assisted teaching methods
within the Department of Computer Law at Moscow State University, illustrating a
successful example of interdisciplinary collaboration between legal and technological
departments.

However, ethical and philosophical questions continue to dominate the discourse.
Barabash (16) explores the implications of Al within medical and reproductive law, arguing
that the convergence of Al and bioethics necessitates new interpretations of human rights
and legal accountability. This resonates with the broader educational context: legal
education must evolve to prepare students not only to use Al but also to question its societal
and ethical ramifications (5). Pasupuleti (5) conceptualizes this evolution as “quantum
jurisprudence,” where legal reasoning merges with probabilistic and computational
models. Collectively, these insights underline that AI’s integration into legal education is
not a purely technical transition—it represents a paradigm shift in how legal knowledge is
created, transmitted, and legitimized.

In light of these theoretical, pedagogical, and ethical complexities, the present study
sought to examine the feasibility of integrating artificial intelligence into legal education
within the context of Iranian higher education. The research focused on identifying
technological, educational, and ethical-legal requirements that determine the readiness of
law faculties for Al adoption, combining both qualitative and quantitative methods to
produce an evidence-based model for informed policy development.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The study employed a sequential exploratory mixed-methods design comprising
qualitative and quantitative phases. The qualitative phase aimed to identify the key
dimensions of Al feasibility in legal education through in-depth, semi-structured
interviews with 24 legal scholars, technology experts, and educational policymakers in
Tehran. Participants were selected purposively based on their experience with digital
pedagogy, educational policy, or Al-based systems. Interviews were transcribed and
analyzed thematically using NVivo 14 software, following six steps of thematic analysis:
familiarization, coding, theme generation, review, definition, and synthesis.
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In the quantitative phase, a structured questionnaire derived from the qualitative
findings was administered to a random stratified sample of 250 law professors and students
in Tehran universities. The survey measured awareness, attitudes, technological readiness,
ethical-legal concerns, and willingness to adopt Al in educational settings. Reliability was
assessed using Cronbach’s alpha (a = 0.87), while construct validity was tested through
confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) using SmartPLS. Descriptive and inferential statistics,
including means, standard deviations, factor loadings, and model fit indices, were
computed.

FINDINGS

The qualitative analysis vyielded five overarching themes: technological
infrastructure, educational preparedness, ethical-legal challenges, user attitudes and
acceptance, and developmental opportunities. Participants emphasized that effective Al
integration in legal education requires robust data protection systems, localized Al
platforms, and continuous faculty training. Ethical considerations such as academic
honesty, algorithmic bias, and data privacy were recurrent themes across interviews.

Descriptive statistical results indicated generally positive attitudes toward Al
adoption in legal education. The mean scores of key variables exceeded the theoretical
midpoint (M = 3.0), with the highest average corresponding to “willingness to use Al in
the future” (M =3.81, SD = 0.64) and the lowest to “technological infrastructure readiness”
(M =3.22, SD = 0.69). This pattern suggests optimism toward AI’s educational potential,
tempered by practical limitations in infrastructure.

Confirmatory factor analysis verified the internal consistency and convergent
validity of the proposed model. All factor loadings exceeded 0.70, average variance
extracted (AVE) values surpassed 0.50, and composite reliabilities were above 0.80. Fit
indices (CFI = 0.94, RMSEA = 0.056, TLI = 0.92) confirmed strong model adequacy.
Structural analysis further revealed that “educational preparedness” and “technological
awareness” were the strongest predictors of “intention to use Al,” while “ethical-legal
considerations” acted as a mediating variable influencing the relationship between
awareness and behavioral intention.

Overall, the integrated model provided a statistically sound representation of the
factors influencing Al feasibility in legal education. It confirmed that readiness for Al
adoption depends on both cognitive and infrastructural dimensions—highlighting the
critical interplay between human understanding, institutional support, and ethical
regulation.



DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings of this study align with global research emphasizing that the successful
incorporation of artificial intelligence into legal education requires more than access to
technology—it demands a reconfiguration of pedagogical philosophies, institutional
frameworks, and ethical governance. The identified dimensions reflect the dual nature of
Al’s influence: on the one hand, it enhances efficiency, analytical precision, and
interactivity; on the other hand, it challenges foundational assumptions about authorship,
responsibility, and human judgment.

The confirmation of “educational preparedness” as the strongest predictor of Al
adoption underscores that technological change in academia is fundamentally a human
process. Faculty members’ digital literacy, openness to pedagogical innovation, and
institutional support structures determine whether Al will act as a catalyst for educational
improvement or as a superficial tool. This resonates with international findings that
emphasize faculty training and interdisciplinary collaboration as prerequisites for
meaningful digital transformation in legal education.

The mediating role of ethical-legal considerations also highlights the unique position
of law as a discipline: while Al can accelerate case analysis, automate feedback, and
personalize instruction, its application must operate within strict boundaries of
confidentiality, fairness, and accountability. Ethical tension arises when algorithmic
systems generate legal arguments or feedback without transparency, potentially
undermining students’ capacity for critical reflection. Therefore, regulatory frameworks at
the institutional and national levels must clarify the permissible scope of Al-assisted
teaching and the responsibility of human instructors for its outputs.

Moreover, the findings reinforce the necessity of developing localized Al systems
tailored to linguistic, cultural, and legal specificities. Borrowing foreign Al models without
contextual adaptation risks misalignment with national curricula and legal traditions. This
study, by focusing on the Iranian educational context, provides empirical insights into these
local dynamics while contributing to broader discussions on digital transformation in
global legal education.

Ultimately, the proposed feasibility model offers a roadmap for higher education
policymakers seeking to balance innovation with integrity. It suggests that the path toward
intelligent legal education lies in coordinated efforts that unite technology, ethics, and
pedagogy under a shared vision of justice and accessibility.
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