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ABSTRACT

Received: 12 Oct 2025 This study aimed to design and validate a curriculum model for social—political education
Accepted: 15 Feb 2026 tailored to the characteristics of Iranian upper elementary school students. This applied
First Available: 15 Feb 2026 study employed an exploratory mixed-methods design. In the qualitative phase, data were
Final Publication: 22 Jun 2026 collected through the analysis of upstream policy documents, authoritative academic

sources, and semi-structured interviews with 40 university faculty members and educational
planning experts. Data were analyzed using thematic content analysis with open coding,
leading to the development of an initial curriculum model. In the quantitative phase, a
researcher-developed questionnaire consisting of 133 items was designed to validate the
education, political education, proposed model and administered to 38 university experts and specialists from educational
upper elementary level research and planning institutions. Face and content validity were confirmed using expert
judgment and the Content Validity Ratio (CVR), while reliability was assessed using
Cronbach’s alpha. Inferential statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS and R
software. Statistical analyses indicated that all components and elements of the social—-
political education curriculum model—including objectives, content, teaching—learning
strategies, and assessment methods—uwere statistically significant and confirmed (p < 0.05).
Cronbach’s alpha coefficients for all dimensions were within acceptable to high ranges,
demonstrating strong internal consistency and supporting the structural validity of the
proposed model. The validated curriculum model demonstrates strong scientific credibility
and practical applicability and can serve as a comprehensive, context-sensitive framework
for designing, implementing, and evaluating social—political education curricula in Iranian
upper elementary schools.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Contemporary educational systems are increasingly confronted with complex social,
political, and cultural challenges that demand a redefinition of the purposes and functions
of schooling. Education is no longer viewed merely as a mechanism for knowledge
transmission but rather as a foundational institution for cultivating socially responsible,
politically aware, and participatory citizens. Within this context, curriculum design plays
a pivotal role in shaping learners’ values, attitudes, and competencies related to social and
political life (1, 2). Social—political education has thus emerged as a central concern in
curriculum studies, particularly in societies experiencing rapid social transformation and
increasing demands for civic engagement.

From a sociopolitical perspective, political understanding and social responsibility
are not innate traits but learned dispositions that develop gradually through structured
educational experiences. Scholars argue that early exposure to social norms, civic values,
and participatory practices significantly influences individuals’ future engagement with
society and governance (3, 4). Consequently, elementary education—especially the upper
elementary level—represents a critical stage for fostering foundational social—political
competencies, as students at this age demonstrate growing cognitive, emotional, and social
capacities (8, 9).

International research highlights a growing emphasis on integrating citizenship
education, peace education, social-emotional learning, and democratic values into formal
curricula. Studies have shown that well-designed curricula can enhance students’ sense of
responsibility, cooperation, tolerance, and critical thinking (12, 13). Moreover,
interdisciplinary and competency-based curriculum frameworks have been identified as
effective approaches for addressing the multidimensional nature of social—political
education (1, 24). These approaches emphasize not only cognitive understanding but also
affective engagement and practical skills.

In the Iranian educational context, upstream policy documents explicitly underscore
the importance of social-political education as a core domain of holistic student
development. Nevertheless, empirical studies indicate that this domain has often been
addressed implicitly, inconsistently, or fragmentarily within the formal curriculum,
particularly at the elementary level (15, 16). Content analyses of textbooks reveal gaps in
addressing key components such as citizenship rights, participation, national identity, and
social responsibility (10, 17). Although several curriculum models have been proposed for



secondary education, there remains a notable lack of a comprehensive, validated
curriculum model specifically tailored to the upper elementary level (5, 19).

Furthermore, contemporary societal developments—including digitalization,
multiculturalism, globalization, and environmental challenges—necessitate a curriculum
that is both context-sensitive and forward-looking (22, 23). Addressing these complexities
requires a curriculum model grounded in local cultural values while remaining responsive
to global citizenship demands (27, 28). Against this backdrop, the present study seeks to
address an identified gap by designing and validating a social—political education
curriculum model for Iranian upper elementary students.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study adopted an exploratory mixed-methods design comprising qualitative and
guantitative phases. In the qualitative phase, data were collected through an extensive
review of upstream policy documents, relevant academic literature, and semi-structured
interviews with university faculty members and educational experts specializing in
curriculum studies and social education. Purposeful sampling was employed to select
participants with extensive expertise in curriculum development and educational policy.
Qualitative data were analyzed using thematic content analysis, employing open coding
procedures to identify core components and characteristics of social—political education
suitable for the upper elementary level. The results of this phase informed the development
of an initial curriculum model.

In the quantitative phase, a researcher-developed questionnaire was designed based
on the qualitative findings. The instrument encompassed multiple dimensions of the
proposed curriculum model, including objectives, content, teaching—learning strategies,
and assessment methods. The questionnaire was administered to a panel of experts using
purposeful and snowball sampling techniques. Content validity was examined through
expert review, and reliability was assessed using internal consistency measures.
Quantitative data were analyzed using inferential statistical techniques to evaluate the
validity and coherence of the proposed model.

FINDINGS

The results of the qualitative analysis led to the identification of a comprehensive set
of components for social-political education at the upper elementary level. These
components were organized into four main curriculum elements: objectives, content,
teaching—learning strategies, and assessment approaches. The objectives emphasized the
development of social responsibility, civic awareness, national identity, ethical values, and
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participatory skills. Content features highlighted relevance to students’ developmental
needs, alignment with societal values, connection to real-life social issues, and flexibility
to accommodate contextual diversity.

Quantitative findings demonstrated that all components of the proposed curriculum
model were statistically significant and positively evaluated by experts. Inferential
analyses indicated strong agreement regarding the relevance, clarity, and coherence of the
curriculum elements. Reliability analysis showed acceptable to high internal consistency
across all dimensions of the model, confirming the stability and robustness of the
instrument. Overall, the data supported the structural validity and practical feasibility of
the proposed social—political education curriculum model.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings of this study indicate that the proposed curriculum model provides a
coherent and scientifically grounded framework for social—political education in upper
elementary schools. The validation results suggest that integrating clearly defined
objectives, contextually relevant content, active teaching—learning strategies, and
formative assessment methods can enhance the effectiveness of social—political education
at this educational stage. By emphasizing participatory learning, social interaction, and
real-world relevance, the model aligns with contemporary educational paradigms that
prioritize holistic student development.

The study underscores the importance of moving beyond fragmented or implicit
approaches to social—political education and adopting a structured curriculum model that
systematically addresses students’ cognitive, affective, and behavioral development. The
proposed model offers a practical roadmap for curriculum designers, educators, and
policymakers seeking to strengthen civic and social competencies in early education. In
conclusion, the validated curriculum model represents a meaningful contribution to
curriculum studies and has the potential to support the development of socially responsible
and politically aware citizens from an early age.
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