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ABSTRACT

Received: 10 Jan 2026 The present study aimed to identify and conceptualize the dimensions and components of
Accepted: 16 May 2026 entrepreneurship-oriented art education in the second cycle of primary education through a systematic
First Available: 09 Jun 2026 literature review. This study employed a systematic review methodology. The research population
Final Publication: 23 Jul 2026 consisted of peer-reviewed national and international studies related to art education, entrepreneurship

education, and primary school curriculum published during the last decade. A structured search was
conducted across Persian and English academic databases using relevant keywords, resulting in the
Keywords identification of 970 initial records. After removing duplicates and conducting multi-stage screening
based on inclusion and exclusion criteria, 30 studies, including 20 Persian and 10 English articles,
were selected for final analysis. The screening and evaluation processes were independently
conducted by two researchers, and reliability was confirmed using Cohen’s kappa coefficient and
Creativity, Curriculum intraclass correlation coefficient (ICC). Data were analyzed through thematic analysis at open, axial,
and selective coding levels using MAXQDA 2020 software. The findings revealed that
entrepreneurship-oriented art education has a multidimensional and integrated structure organized into
6 major dimensions, 16 components, and 101 indicators. The identified dimensions included
foundations of creativity and innovative thinking, creative agency and executive capability, the social
context of artistic entrepreneurship, entrepreneurial foundations, manifestation of cultural-artistic
capital in innovative action, and ethical and sustainability principles in artistic production and
consumption. The results further demonstrated that art education can simultaneously enhance
students’ cognitive, social, cultural, and ethical capacities in fostering entrepreneurial thinking and
behavior. The findings suggest that entrepreneurship-oriented art education extends beyond the
transmission of artistic skills and can function as a comprehensive educational framework for
developing creativity, innovation, social responsibility, and entrepreneurial competencies among
primary school students. The framework proposed in this study can serve as a foundation for
curriculum development, instructional design, and educational policymaking aimed at nurturing
creative and entrepreneurial learners.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Rapid transformations in economic, technological, and social systems have
fundamentally changed the competencies required for individuals to succeed in
contemporary societies. Educational systems are therefore increasingly expected to move
beyond traditional knowledge transmission models and toward approaches that foster
creativity, innovation, problem-solving, adaptability, and entrepreneurial thinking. Within
this context, entrepreneurship education has emerged as a major component of educational
reform due to its role in developing human capital and preparing learners for future labor
markets and social participation (1). Entrepreneurship is no longer viewed solely as
business creation; rather, it is conceptualized as a multidimensional competency involving
creativity, initiative, self-efficacy, opportunity recognition, and value creation (2).

Art education has attracted growing attention as a suitable platform for developing
entrepreneurial competencies because of its experiential, interdisciplinary, and creativity-
oriented nature. Artistic activities engage emotional, cognitive, and sensory dimensions
simultaneously, enabling students to develop divergent thinking, imagination, innovation,
and collaborative skills (3). Several studies have demonstrated that art-based educational
practices positively influence students’ creativity and innovative capacities (4, 10).
Furthermore, art education can indirectly foster entrepreneurial characteristics such as risk-
taking, initiative, flexibility, and problem-solving (11). From this perspective, art is not
merely an aesthetic or recreational subject but a developmental medium capable of
supporting entrepreneurial learning processes.

Recent scholarship has increasingly explored the conceptual relationship between
art and entrepreneurship. Wong and Chan argued that arts entrepreneurship education
functions as a bridge connecting artistic creativity with entrepreneurial value creation
through interdisciplinary educational approaches (7). Similarly, Kakouris and Liargovas
emphasized that entrepreneurial learning in artistic contexts promotes innovative thinking
and transformative learning experiences (6). Motiei and Delbari also identified significant
conceptual overlaps among art, entrepreneurship, and artistic entrepreneurship, particularly
in relation to creativity and innovation (8).

Empirical studies further support the effectiveness of integrating entrepreneurship
into art education. Potapchuk and Bureau found that art-based entrepreneurship instruction
significantly enhances creative problem-solving and learner engagement (9). Herzig and
Renard demonstrated that improvisation training within arts entrepreneurship education



improves students’ creative capacities and cognitive flexibility (3). In the Iranian context,
research has shown that art education programs can meaningfully improve students’
creativity and entrepreneurial attitudes (5, 29). Studies by Alizadeh and Niazian and
Taghipour highlighted the role of art activities in fostering entrepreneurial spirit, self-
confidence, and participation among elementary school students (12, 13).

In addition, scholars have emphasized the importance of innovative pedagogical
strategies in arts entrepreneurship education. Gholamrezaei and Mohammadinejad found
that storytelling-based instruction enhances students’ creativity and imaginative thinking
(14). Sedaghat and colleagues reported that integrating entrepreneurship and creativity into
art classes increases students’ motivation and active engagement (15). Sadeghi Arani and
Naderi Yeganeh also demonstrated that artistic media and children’s films can effectively
communicate entrepreneurial values and concepts (16).

Despite the growing body of literature, several theoretical and practical gaps remain.
Thom argued that arts entrepreneurship education is still in its infancy in many educational
systems and lacks coherent theoretical and pedagogical frameworks (19). De Avila and
Davel similarly emphasized the fragmented nature of existing research and the absence of
comprehensive conceptual models (20). In Iran, most existing studies have focused either
on higher education or on general creativity outcomes rather than systematically
identifying the dimensions and components of entrepreneurship-oriented art education in
elementary schooling (23, 24). Furthermore, although entrepreneurship-related concepts
have gradually entered educational discourse, limited attention has been paid to the second
cycle of primary education, despite its critical role in shaping students’ foundational
attitudes and competencies.

Given these gaps, conducting a systematic review is necessary to synthesize existing
knowledge and provide an integrated conceptual framework for entrepreneurship-oriented
art education. Systematic reviews offer transparent and structured approaches to
identifying, evaluating, and synthesizing evidence, thereby generating more reliable and
comprehensive understandings of complex educational phenomena (30). Therefore, the
present study aimed to identify and conceptualize the dimensions and components of
entrepreneurship-oriented art education in the second cycle of primary education through
a systematic review of the literature.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study employed a systematic review methodology to identify and synthesize
the dimensions and components of entrepreneurship-oriented art education in the second
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cycle of primary education. The research population consisted of national and international
peer-reviewed studies related to art education, entrepreneurship education, and primary
school curricula published during the past ten years.

A structured search strategy was implemented across Persian and English academic
databases using combinations of keywords associated with art education, entrepreneurship
education, creativity, innovation, and primary education. The search initially identified 970
records. After removing duplicate entries, titles and abstracts were screened according to
predefined inclusion and exclusion criteria. Studies were included if they addressed art
education in relation to entrepreneurial competencies, creativity development, innovation,
or entrepreneurship-oriented educational practices within primary or elementary education.
Studies lacking methodological rigor or sufficient relevance to the research topic were
excluded.

Following the screening process, 30 studies, including 20 Persian and 10 English
sources, were selected for final analysis. The selection and evaluation processes were
independently conducted by two researchers. Inter-rater reliability was confirmed through
Cohen’s kappa coefficient and intraclass correlation coefficient (ICC), indicating
acceptable consistency in coding and analysis procedures.

Data were analyzed using thematic analysis in three coding stages: open coding,
axial coding, and selective coding. MAXQDA 2020 software was used to organize,
classify, and synthesize the extracted data. Initial indicators were identified from the
selected studies and subsequently grouped into conceptual categories and broader thematic
dimensions. The coding process was iterative and recursive to ensure conceptual coherence
and analytical reliability.

FINDINGS

The thematic analysis resulted in the identification of 101 primary indicators
organized into 16 components and 6 major dimensions of entrepreneurship-oriented art
education in the second cycle of primary education. The findings revealed that
entrepreneurship-oriented art education possesses a multidimensional and integrated
structure encompassing cognitive, social, cultural, practical, and ethical dimensions.

The first identified dimension was “Foundations of Creativity and Innovative
Thinking,” which included components such as imagination and idea generation, divergent
and convergent thinking, and curiosity and inquiry. Indicators associated with this
dimension involved storytelling, creative visualization, artistic experimentation,
questioning, and exploratory learning activities. This dimension highlighted the



importance of fostering students’ imaginative and cognitive capacities as foundational
elements of entrepreneurial learning.

The second dimension, “Creative Agency and Executive Capability,” focused on
transforming ideas into practical actions. Components within this dimension included
planning and organization, practical execution and artistic creation, and perseverance and
problem-solving during implementation. Indicators emphasized hands-on artistic activities
such as sculpture-making, painting, handicraft production, collaborative projects, and
overcoming creative challenges through persistence and adaptation.

The third dimension, “Social Context of Artistic Entrepreneurship,” reflected the
social and interpersonal aspects of entrepreneurship-oriented art education. Components
included empathy and mutual understanding, respect for cultural diversity and artistic
heritage, and social and environmental responsibility. Findings showed that art education
can strengthen students’ collaborative skills, cultural awareness, social participation, and
ecological responsibility through activities grounded in artistic and community-based
experiences.

The fourth dimension, “Entrepreneurial Foundations,” included components such as
idea recognition and value creation, calculated risk-taking and courage, and understanding
basic concepts of market and audience needs. Students were encouraged to identify
problems, propose creative artistic solutions, experiment with unfamiliar techniques, and
consider audience preferences and product presentation.

The fifth dimension, “Manifestation of Cultural-Artistic Capital in Innovative
Action,” emphasized the integration of local cultural heritage into creative activities.
Components involved using indigenous artistic patterns and creatively presenting artistic
works through storytelling, performance, and culturally grounded narratives. The findings
demonstrated the importance of linking entrepreneurship-oriented art education with
cultural identity and local artistic traditions.

Finally, the sixth dimension, “Ethical and Sustainability Principles in Artistic
Production and Consumption,” included environmentally friendly artistic creation and
respect for intellectual property rights. Indicators emphasized recycling materials,
sustainable artistic practices, originality, and ethical responsibility in artistic production
and consumption processes.

Overall, the findings demonstrated that entrepreneurship-oriented art education
extends beyond artistic skill acquisition and functions as a comprehensive educational
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framework capable of fostering creativity, innovation, responsibility, and entrepreneurial
thinking among elementary school students.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings of this study indicate that entrepreneurship-oriented art education
represents a multidimensional educational model integrating creativity, innovation,
practical engagement, cultural awareness, ethical responsibility, and entrepreneurial
competencies. The identified framework demonstrates that art education can function as a
transformative educational platform rather than merely a subject focused on artistic
expression or technical skills.

One of the major findings of this study is the central role of creativity and innovative
thinking in entrepreneurship-oriented art education. Imagination, inquiry, divergent
thinking, and experimentation emerged as foundational components supporting
entrepreneurial development. This suggests that entrepreneurial learning in childhood
should begin with the cultivation of flexible and creative thinking processes rather than
with direct economic instruction. Artistic activities provide opportunities for students to
engage in exploratory learning environments where experimentation, uncertainty, and
innovation are normalized.

The findings also emphasize the practical and action-oriented nature of
entrepreneurship-oriented art education. The dimension of creative agency demonstrated
that entrepreneurial competencies develop through active participation, planning,
implementation, and problem-solving. In this regard, art education offers meaningful
experiential learning opportunities through which students can transform ideas into
tangible outcomes while developing resilience and self-confidence.

Another important finding concerns the social and cultural dimensions of artistic
entrepreneurship. The study revealed that entrepreneurship-oriented art education is deeply
connected to social interaction, empathy, cultural identity, and community participation.
This suggests that entrepreneurial learning should not be reduced to individual achievement
or economic productivity but should also involve ethical and socially responsible
dimensions. The integration of local cultural heritage into artistic and entrepreneurial
activities further highlights the importance of culturally responsive educational
approaches.

The findings additionally underscore the significance of sustainability and ethical
awareness in arts entrepreneurship education. Encouraging students to use recycled
materials, respect intellectual property, and adopt responsible consumption practices



indicates that entrepreneurship-oriented art education can contribute to the development of
environmentally and ethically conscious citizens.

In conclusion, the present study provides a comprehensive conceptual framework
for understanding entrepreneurship-oriented art education in the second cycle of primary
education. The identified dimensions and components demonstrate that art education can
play a significant role in fostering creativity, innovation, entrepreneurial thinking, social
responsibility, and cultural awareness among children. The framework developed in this
study can serve as a foundation for curriculum development, teacher training, and
educational policymaking aimed at nurturing creative and entrepreneurial learners in
contemporary educational systems.
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