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ABSTRACT
Received: 17 Jan 2026 The present study aimed to systematically analyze the role of cultural policymaking in achieving
Accepted: 18 May 2026 sustainable development and to examine the dimensions, challenges, and strategic implications of
First Available: 09 Jun 2026 cultural policies within the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals. This study was
Final Publication: 23 Sep 2026 conducted using a qualitative systematic review approach. The research population consisted of

scientific articles, policy reports, and academic studies published between 2020 and 2025 in the fields
of sustainable development, cultural policymaking, governance, education, and cultural sustainability.
Keywords Data were collected through searches in international and regional databases, including Scopus, Web
of Science, ScienceDirect, Springer, Google Scholar, SID, and Magiran. Following the screening
process and removal of irrelevant and duplicate studies, 58 scientific sources were selected for final
analysis. Data analysis was performed using qualitative content analysis and thematic analysis
Cultural Sustainability, Cultural techniques. The findings revealed that culture, as the fourth pillar of sustainable development, plays
a crucial role in strengthening social cohesion, civic participation, environmental protection, and
sustainable economic growth. Participatory and locally grounded cultural policymaking was found to
be more effective in achieving sustainable development goals. In addition, education for sustainable
Development development, cultural governance, sustainable tourism, creative industries, and civil society
participation emerged as significant factors contributing to cultural sustainability. Conversely,
centralized governance structures, weak institutional coordination, limited financial resources, and
tensions between tradition and modernity were identified as major challenges in cultural
policymaking. The results indicate that achieving sustainable development requires integrating culture
into macro-level development policies and adopting participatory, interdisciplinary, and culturally
sensitive policymaking models. Culture can facilitate sustainable development by transforming social
attitudes, strengthening social capital, and enhancing public responsibility. Therefore, cultural
governance, sustainability education, and social participation should be considered essential
prerequisites for sustainable development.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Sustainable development has emerged as one of the most influential paradigms in
contemporary policymaking and global governance. Since the adoption of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), governments, international
organizations, and scholars have increasingly emphasized the necessity of integrating
economic, social, environmental, and cultural dimensions into development frameworks.
Although early approaches to sustainable development primarily focused on economic
growth and environmental protection, recent studies have highlighted the critical role of
culture and cultural policymaking in achieving long-term sustainability (1, 2). In this
context, culture is no longer perceived merely as a symbolic or heritage-oriented
phenomenon, but rather as a transformative force that shapes values, social behaviors,
collective identities, and public participation.

The concept of culture as the “fourth pillar” of sustainable development has gained
substantial attention in recent years. This perspective argues that sustainable development
cannot be achieved without cultural sustainability and the incorporation of local values,
traditions, and social identities into policymaking processes (3, 4). Cultural policies
influence social cohesion, environmental awareness, patterns of consumption, and civic
responsibility. Consequently, cultural governance has become an essential component of
sustainability strategies at local, national, and global levels. Research indicates that
societies with stronger cultural participation and inclusive cultural policies tend to
demonstrate greater resilience, social trust, and adaptive capacity in response to
environmental and social crises (6, 38).

Education also plays a central role in promoting sustainable development values.
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) aims not only to transfer knowledge but
also to cultivate responsible attitudes, environmental ethics, and social participation among
citizens (12, 13). Several studies have emphasized that schools and universities can
significantly contribute to sustainability transitions by integrating SDG-oriented values
into curricula and institutional policies (14, 15). Similarly, higher education institutions are
increasingly recognized as influential actors in advancing sustainability awareness and
cultural transformation (35).

Moreover, public governance and policy coordination are considered fundamental
prerequisites for sustainable development. Effective governance requires collaboration
among governments, civil society organizations, educational institutions, and local



communities (8, 9). However, many countries continue to face challenges such as
fragmented policymaking, insufficient institutional coordination, centralized governance
structures, and limited social participation. These obstacles often reduce the effectiveness
of sustainability-related cultural policies (10, 30). In addition, globalization and digital
transformation have intensified tensions between preserving cultural identity and adapting
to global cultural trends.

Recent literature has also emphasized the relationship between sustainability and
sectors such as tourism, urban development, entrepreneurship, and human resource
management. Sustainable tourism policies can strengthen local economies while
preserving cultural heritage and environmental resources (24, 25). Likewise, sustainable
entrepreneurship and innovation-oriented management practices are increasingly viewed
as mechanisms for achieving environmental and social sustainability (19, 20). Furthermore,
global partnerships and collaborative governance models have become essential for
implementing SDGs effectively across nations (27).

Despite the growing body of literature on sustainable development, there remains a
need for comprehensive analyses that specifically examine the role of cultural
policymaking in achieving sustainability goals. Therefore, the present study aimed to
systematically analyze cultural policymaking within the framework of sustainable
development by identifying its key dimensions, challenges, and strategic implications.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The present study employed a qualitative systematic review approach to analyze the
relationship between cultural policymaking and sustainable development. The research
population included scientific articles, policy reports, and academic studies published
between 2020 and 2025 in the fields of sustainable development, cultural policy,
governance, education, tourism, and sustainability studies.

Data collection was conducted through a systematic search in major international
and regional databases, including Scopus, Web of Science, ScienceDirect, Springer,

29 ¢¢

Google Scholar, SID, and Magiran. Keywords such as “cultural policy,” “sustainable
development,” “cultural sustainability,” “governance,” “SDGs,” and “education for
sustainable development” were used in different combinations to identify relevant sources.

Initially, more than 230 documents were identified. After removing duplicates and
excluding unrelated or low-quality studies, 58 sources were selected for final analysis.
Inclusion criteria consisted of direct relevance to sustainable development and cultural

policymaking, publication in scientific or peer-reviewed outlets, and conceptual or
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empirical contribution to the field. Exclusion criteria included studies lacking
methodological clarity, non-scientific publications, and sources outside the specified time
frame.

Data were extracted using a structured review form that included information
regarding publication characteristics, theoretical orientation, sustainability dimensions,
policy approaches, challenges, and key findings. The extracted data were analyzed using
qualitative content analysis and thematic analysis techniques. Coding procedures were
conducted in multiple stages, including initial coding, thematic categorization, and
interpretation of patterns and relationships among concepts.

FINDINGS

The findings revealed that the number of studies addressing cultural dimensions of
sustainable development increased significantly between 2020 and 2025, with the highest
concentration of publications appearing in 2023 and 2024. Most studies adopted qualitative
or analytical approaches and focused on issues such as governance, education, cultural
participation, environmental awareness, and urban sustainability.

One of the main findings of the study was the centrality of cultural sustainability in
contemporary sustainable development discourse. The majority of reviewed studies
emphasized that culture functions as a foundational element influencing social behavior,
environmental responsibility, and collective participation. Themes such as preservation of
cultural identity, social cohesion, cultural diversity, and local participation were among the
most frequently recurring concepts in the literature.

Another major finding concerned the importance of participatory governance in
achieving sustainability objectives. Studies consistently highlighted that centralized
policymaking structures often fail to address local cultural needs effectively. Successful
sustainability policies were typically associated with inclusive governance models
involving local communities, educational institutions, cultural organizations, and civil
society actors.

Education emerged as another dominant theme in the reviewed studies. The findings
demonstrated that educational systems play a critical role in promoting sustainable values
and behavioral transformation. Programs related to Education for Sustainable
Development, green schools, and sustainability-oriented higher education were identified
as effective tools for enhancing environmental awareness and civic responsibility among
younger generations.



The review also identified significant relationships between cultural policymaking
and sustainable tourism development. Several studies emphasized that sustainable tourism
contributes to local economic growth while simultaneously protecting cultural heritage and
promoting community participation. However, unmanaged tourism development was
found to pose risks to environmental sustainability and cultural authenticity.

In addition, the findings highlighted multiple challenges confronting sustainable
cultural policymaking. These included centralized governance systems, lack of
Institutional coordination, insufficient financial resources, weak evaluation mechanisms,
and tensions between traditional cultural values and globalization. Several studies also
emphasized the influence of digital media and global cultural flows in reshaping local
identities and consumption patterns.

Finally, the findings demonstrated that interdisciplinary approaches integrating
culture, governance, education, economy, and environmental management were more
effective in promoting sustainable development outcomes. Countries and cities adopting
integrated cultural sustainability frameworks tended to report stronger social resilience and
higher levels of community engagement.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings of this study demonstrate that cultural policymaking constitutes a
critical component of sustainable development and should be regarded as an essential
dimension of contemporary governance systems. Sustainable development cannot be
achieved solely through economic reforms or environmental regulations; rather, it requires
deep cultural transformation capable of influencing social values, public behavior, and
collective responsibility.

One of the most significant implications of this study is the recognition that culture
serves as a mediating force between policy implementation and public acceptance. Policies
that fail to align with cultural values and local identities often encounter resistance and
reduced effectiveness. Therefore, culturally sensitive policymaking can enhance social
participation, strengthen trust in public institutions, and improve the long-term
sustainability of development programs.

The study also confirms the strategic role of education in shaping sustainability-
oriented societies. Educational institutions possess the capacity to cultivate environmental
ethics, social awareness, and civic engagement among future generations. Consequently,
integrating sustainability principles into educational curricula and institutional governance
structures is essential for achieving durable societal transformation.
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Another important conclusion concerns the role of participatory governance.
Sustainable cultural policies require collaboration among governments, local communities,
universities, NGOs, and private-sector actors. Policymaking processes based on
inclusiveness and stakeholder participation are more capable of responding to local needs
and generating sustainable outcomes.

The findings further indicate that sustainable tourism, cultural heritage preservation,
and creative industries can contribute significantly to economic sustainability when
supported by effective cultural policies. At the same time, policymakers must address
challenges related to globalization, cultural homogenization, and environmental
degradation.

Overall, this study highlights the necessity of adopting integrated and
interdisciplinary approaches to sustainable development. Cultural policymaking should not
remain peripheral within development agendas; instead, it should be positioned at the core
of sustainability strategies. Strengthening cultural governance, promoting social
participation, enhancing sustainability education, and preserving cultural diversity are
essential pathways toward achieving inclusive and resilient sustainable development.
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