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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to identify curriculum elements based on the pillars of the Shahab
Accepted: 10 June 2024 Project among primary school students. The research was applied in terms of its purpose,
Available Online: 21 June 2024 qualitative in terms of data type, cross-sectional in terms of data collection time, and content
analysis of interview texts in terms of the nature and method of research. The statistical
population included theoretical and practical experts, and the sample size was 19
interviewees, determined based on the principle of saturation and purposive sampling. The
data collection tools included a systematic review of documentary studies and semi-
structured interviews. To calculate the validity of the interview questions, expert opinions
were used, and to calculate reliability, inter-coder agreement and intra-subject agreement
were employed, confirming the validity and reliability of the tools. The data analysis method
was thematic analysis (basic, organizing, and overarching themes) using MaxQDA-2018
software. The findings indicated that the curriculum based on the Shahab Project includes
four elements: objectives, content, methods, and evaluation. The objectives element
comprised components such as the development of basic and specialized skills (9
indicators), the use of aesthetic arts (9 indicators), research orientation (7 indicators), and
providing a learning environment (9 indicators). The content element included components
such as challenge and complexity (3 indicators), curriculum compression (5 indicators), and
designing alternative learning experiences (5 indicators). The methods element comprised
components such as talent identification (7 indicators), enriched learning environments (4
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Keywords indicators), and creativity and innovation training (4 indicators). The evaluation element
Curriculum, Shahab Project, included components such as cognitive abilities (3 indicators), personality traits (4
Primary Education indicators), academic achievements (3 indicators), and executive and leadership abilities (4
indicators). The results of this research can contribute to improving the quality of education,
increasing student motivation and participation, and enhancing teacher skills.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Curriculum planning, especially for primary education, plays a critical role in
shaping the educational outcomes of students. As education systems evolve to meet the
demands of modern society, there is a growing emphasis on personalized learning and the
identification of individual student strengths (1). One such initiative that has been
introduced in Iran is the Shahab Project, designed to identify and nurture the diverse talents
of primary school students (2). The Shahab Project aims to address the limitations of
traditional education systems, which often fail to recognize and develop the full range of
students' abilities, particularly in non-academic areas such as the arts and critical thinking
(3). This study seeks to identify the key curriculum elements based on the Shahab Project's
pillars, with the goal of enhancing educational quality and fostering the holistic
development of students in primary schools.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This research is applied in nature, employing a qualitative approach to data
collection. It is cross-sectional in design, with data gathered through a combination of
systematic literature reviews and semi-structured interviews. The study's statistical
population included both theoretical and practical experts in education, with a sample of
19 interviewees selected through purposive sampling, based on the principle of saturation.
The validity of the interview questions was ensured through expert opinions, and reliability
was confirmed using inter-coder and intra-subject agreement. Data were analyzed using
thematic analysis, employing MaxQDA-2018 software to categorize and interpret the
interview data into basic, organizing, and overarching themes.

FINDINGS

The findings of this study revealed that the curriculum based on the Shahab Project
includes four primary elements: objectives, content, methods, and evaluation.

Objectives: The curriculum's objectives focus on developing both basic and
specialized skills, with nine indicators identified for each. These include fostering literacy
and numeracy, promoting scientific understanding, and enhancing digital literacy.
Additionally, the curriculum emphasizes the use of aesthetic arts (9 indicators), research
orientation (7 indicators), and providing a conducive learning environment (9 indicators).
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Content: The content element of the curriculum is designed to challenge and engage
students by incorporating complexity (3 indicators) and curriculum compression (5
indicators). It also includes designing alternative learning experiences (5 indicators) to
cater to diverse student needs and learning styles.

Methods: The teaching methods proposed in the Shahab Project emphasize talent
identification (7 indicators), creating enriched learning environments (4 indicators), and
promoting creativity and innovation (4 indicators). These methods are intended to support
the holistic development of students by engaging them in active and experiential learning.

Evaluation: The evaluation element includes a comprehensive assessment of
students' cognitive abilities (3 indicators), personality traits (4 indicators), academic
achievements (3 indicators), and executive and leadership abilities (4 indicators). This
multi-faceted approach to evaluation is designed to provide a more accurate and complete
picture of each student's capabilities and progress.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The curriculum elements identified in this study align with the overarching goals of
the Shahab Project, which seeks to recognize and cultivate a wide range of student talents,
beyond traditional academic metrics (12). By focusing on a diverse set of skills and
competencies, the curriculum aims to prepare students for a variety of future challenges,
fostering not only academic success but also creativity, critical thinking, and social
responsibility (7).

The study's findings suggest that the Shahab Project, with its comprehensive
approach to curriculum design, has the potential to significantly enhance the quality of
education in Iran's primary schools. By incorporating elements that address both academic
and non-academic talents, the Shahab Project curriculum can help bridge the gap between
traditional education models and the needs of a diverse student population.

However, the successful implementation of this curriculum requires careful
consideration of the specific needs of students and the resources available in schools.
Teachers must be adequately trained to deliver the curriculum effectively, and schools need
to be equipped with the necessary materials and support systems. Additionally, ongoing
evaluation and adaptation of the curriculum will be essential to ensure it continues to meet
the evolving needs of students and the educational system as a whole.

In conclusion, this study contributes to the field of curriculum development by
providing a detailed analysis of the elements required for a successful implementation of
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the Shahab Project in primary education. The identified elements—objectives, content,
methods, and evaluation—offer a comprehensive framework that can guide educators in
fostering the holistic development of students, preparing them not only for academic
success but also for lifelong learning and personal growth.
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