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ABSTRACT

Received: 23 May 2026 This study aimed to determine the predictive power of protective and risk-related social factors for
Accepted: 17 Sep 2026 street violence tendency among citizens of Shiraz. This descriptive-correlational study employed a
First Available: 19 Sep 2026 cro_ss_—sec_tiona! survey design. The stati_sti_cal population compris_ed all citiz_ens aged over 18 years

residing in Shiraz, from whom 384 participants were selected using proportionate stratified random
Final Publication: 22 May 2027 sampling across the municipal districts. Data were collected using a composite questionnaire
consisting of standardized and researcher-developed measures. Content validity was confirmed by
experts in sociology and criminology, and Cronbach’s alpha coefficients ranged from 0.72 to 0.91.
Keywords Data were analyzed in SPSS using Pearson correlation coefficients, independent-samples t-tests, and
hierarchical multiple regression at a significance level of 0.05. Pearson correlation analysis showed
that family control (r=-0.46), social cohesion (r=-0.44), social capital (r=-0.53), and social support
Social anomie, Family control, (r=-0.47) were significantly and negatively associated with street violence tendency, whereas social
anomie (r=0.52) and poor social skills (r=0.47) demonstrated significant positive associations
(p<0.01). Age was also negatively correlated with street violence tendency (r=-0.41). Independent-
Shiraz. samples t-tests indicated significantly greater street violence tendency among men and unmarried
participants. Demographic variables explained 14% of the variance in street violence tendency, while
the final hierarchical regression model, after inclusion of the social variables, explained 52% of the
variance. Social anomie (f=0.34) and poor social skills (f=0.31) were the strongest positive
predictors, whereas age (B=-0.28) and social capital (=-0.23) were the strongest negative predictors.
Family control (B=-0.21), social support (p=-0.20), and social cohesion (p=-0.19) also exerted
significant negative predictive effects. Street violence tendency appears to be shaped by the
simultaneous contribution of social risk, protective, and demographic factors; therefore,
multidimensional preventive strategies aimed at reducing social anomie, strengthening social capital
and family control, improving social support and cohesion, and enhancing conflict-resolution and
social skills may contribute to reducing urban violence.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Street violence is one of the most visible manifestations of interpersonal violence in
urban settings and constitutes a multidimensional social problem with consequences for
public security, social cohesion, community trust, and citizens’ quality of life. Violence
should not be understood merely as an isolated behavioral or law-enforcement issue,
because its occurrence is shaped by the interaction of individual, relational, community,
and broader social conditions (1). From a public-health and sociological perspective,
violent encounters can generate physical injury, psychological distress, fear of crime,
deterioration of social relationships, and substantial social and institutional costs (2).
Accordingly, identifying the social conditions that increase or decrease individuals’
tendency toward street violence is essential for moving beyond reactive responses and
developing evidence-based preventive strategies. One influential perspective emphasizes
neighborhood-level processes, especially social cohesion, informal social control, and
collective efficacy. Research on neighborhoods and violent crime has demonstrated that
communities characterized by stronger social cohesion and greater willingness among
residents to intervene for the common good tend to experience lower levels of violence (3).
Subsequent work has reinforced the importance of enduring neighborhood effects and the
role of collective social organization in shaping patterns of urban violence (4). Related
evidence suggests that neighborhood inequality and collective efficacy are closely
connected with the spatial distribution and persistence of violence, indicating that violent
behavior cannot be fully understood independently of its social environment (5). Social
capital provides another major explanatory framework. Trust, reciprocal norms, civic
participation, and social networks facilitate coordinated action and strengthen informal
mechanisms of social regulation (6). Iranian research has similarly reported an inverse
association between social capital and interpersonal conflict among young people (7), while
social factors associated with declining social cohesion and social capital have been linked
to street violence in other Iranian urban contexts (8). Social support and neighborhood
cohesion may also operate as protective resources by providing individuals with emotional,
informational, and practical alternatives to aggressive responses. Evidence indicates that
neighborhood social cohesion is associated with lower aggression and that perceived social
support may contribute to this protective process (9). Family control represents another
important protective dimension. Social control theory proposes that attachment to
significant others, commitment to conventional goals, involvement in legitimate activities,



and belief in social norms reduce the likelihood of deviant behavior (10). Empirical
evidence has also shown that stronger attachment to parents is associated with lower
delinquency (11), while disengagement from deviant groups may be facilitated by renewed
ties to conventional social institutions (12). Contemporary studies of social harms further
indicate that parenting styles and family relationships remain relevant in new social
contexts, including adolescents’ and students’ engagement with social networks (13, 14),
while family poverty and economic difficulties may increase vulnerability to social harms
(15). In contrast to these protective factors, social anomie represents a major risk factor.
Institutional anomie perspectives suggest that weakened normative regulation and
Imbalance among social institutions may intensify the conditions under which deviance
and violence emerge (16). Cross-national evidence has also linked anomic social conditions
and social change to higher levels of crime (17). Poor social skills may constitute another
risk factor because deficits in communication, emotional regulation, conflict resolution,
and interpersonal problem solving can restrict nonviolent alternatives when individuals
encounter frustration or disagreement. Social learning theory emphasizes that aggressive
responses may be learned and reinforced through observation and social interaction (18),
and evidence suggests that deficits in social skills may help explain the relationship
between adverse experiences and later violent behavior (19). Iranian studies conducted in
Sanandaj, Bandar Abbas, Hamadan, and Ahvaz have further shown that street and
interpersonal conflict are associated with multiple social, relational, and demographic
factors rather than with a single determinant (20-23). Age is also particularly relevant, as the
age—crime relationship indicates that risky and criminal behaviors are generally more
frequent during younger stages of the life course and decline with increasing age (24).
Despite this accumulated evidence, relatively few studies have simultaneously examined
protective factors, risk factors, and demographic characteristics within a single predictive
model in an Iranian metropolitan context. Therefore, the present study aimed to determine
the predictive power of family control, social cohesion, social capital, social support, social
anomie, poor social skills, and demographic characteristics for street violence tendency
among citizens of Shiraz.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The present study employed a descriptive-correlational design with a cross-sectional
survey approach. The statistical population consisted of all citizens aged over 18 years
residing in Shiraz. Based on the study sampling framework, 384 participants were selected
through proportionate stratified random sampling from the ten municipal districts of Shiraz
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so that the social, economic, and cultural diversity of the city would be represented in the
sample. The research instrument was a composite questionnaire comprising standardized
and researcher-developed measures designed to assess family control, social anomie, social
cohesion, social capital, social support, poor social skills, and tendency toward street
violence. Content validity was evaluated and confirmed by three specialists in sociology
and criminology. Internal consistency was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha. The alpha
coefficients were 0.84 for family control, 0.79 for social anomie, 0.76 for social cohesion,
0.90 for social capital, 0.80 for social support, 0.72 for poor social skills, and 0.91 for street
violence tendency, indicating acceptable to high reliability for all study measures. Data
analysis was performed using SPSS. Descriptive statistics included frequency, percentage,
mean, and standard deviation. Prior to inferential analyses, the normality of the
distributions was assessed using the Kolmogorov—Smirnov test. Pearson correlation
coefficients were then calculated to examine bivariate associations between the main study
variables. Independent-samples t-tests were used to compare street violence tendency
across gender and marital-status groups. Finally, hierarchical multiple regression analysis
was conducted in two steps. Demographic variables, including age, gender, and marital
status, were entered in the first step, followed by the main social variables—family control,
social anomie, social cohesion, social capital, social support, and poor social skills—in the
second step. Statistical significance was evaluated at the 0.05 level.

FINDINGS

The sample consisted of 384 respondents, of whom 51% were men and 49% were
women. The largest age category was 18—29 years, accounting for 29.2% of respondents,
whereas the group aged 60 years and above constituted 10.4%. Regarding educational
attainment, the largest groups were respondents with a high-school diploma and those
holding a bachelor’s degree. In terms of marital status, 55.2% were married and 44.8%
were unmarried. The mean score for street violence tendency was 2.46 on a five-point
scale, reflecting a relatively low-to-moderate overall tendency toward street conflict.
Among the independent variables, social support had the highest mean score, followed by
social capital. The normality assumption was supported before inferential testing. Pearson
correlation analysis demonstrated that all six principal social variables were significantly
associated with street violence tendency at the 0.01 level. Family control showed a negative
correlation with street violence tendency (r = -0.46), as did social cohesion (r = -0.44),
social capital (r = -0.53), and social support (r = -0.47). Conversely, social anomie was
positively correlated with street violence tendency (r = 0.52), and poor social skills were



also positively associated with the dependent variable (r = 0.47). Thus, social capital
exhibited the strongest negative bivariate relationship, while social anomie showed the
strongest positive relationship. Age was negatively and significantly correlated with street
violence tendency (r = -0.41), indicating that the tendency toward street conflict decreased
as age increased. Independent-samples t-test results indicated significant gender
differences, with men reporting higher levels of street violence tendency than women. A
significant difference was also observed according to marital status, with unmarried
respondents demonstrating a higher tendency toward street violence than married
respondents. Hierarchical regression analysis further clarified the relative predictive
contribution of demographic and social factors. In the first step, age, gender, and marital
status jointly explained 14% of the variance in street violence tendency. After the social
variables were introduced in the second step, the explained variance increased to 52%,
representing a substantial 38-percentage-point increase in explanatory power. All variables
in the final model were statistically significant. Social anomie emerged as the strongest
positive predictor (B = 0.34), followed by poor social skills (B = 0.31). Among the
protective social variables, social capital was the strongest negative predictor (f = -0.23),
followed by family control (f =-0.21), social support (p = -0.20), and social cohesion ( =
-0.19). Among the demographic variables, age was the strongest negative predictor (f = -
0.28). Male gender positively predicted street violence tendency (B = 0.12), whereas being
married was negatively associated with the outcome (B = -0.16). Collectively, these results
indicate that social conditions contributed substantially more to the explanation of street
violence tendency than demographic characteristics alone.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings demonstrate that street violence tendency among citizens of Shiraz is
best understood as the outcome of a combination of social risk factors, protective resources,
and demographic characteristics. The substantial increase in explained variance from 14%
in the demographic model to 52% in the full model indicates that social processes add
considerable explanatory power beyond basic individual characteristics. Social anomie was
the strongest positive predictor, suggesting that weakened normative regulation,
uncertainty about shared rules, and perceived disorganization in the social environment
may increase the likelihood that individuals view aggressive confrontation as an acceptable
or available response to conflict. This result highlights the importance of the normative
environment in shaping behavioral tendencies. Where common expectations become
unclear or social rules lose legitimacy and regulatory force, individuals may have fewer
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effective external constraints on aggressive behavior. Poor social skills were the second
strongest positive predictor, showing that deficits in communication, emotional
management, and conflict resolution may increase vulnerability to violent responses. This
finding suggests that structural and normative conditions alone do not explain street
violence; individuals’ capacity to manage interpersonal tensions is also an important part
of the process. In contrast, social capital emerged as the strongest protective social factor.
Higher levels of trust, connectedness, reciprocity, and participation appear to reduce the
tendency toward street violence, possibly because socially connected individuals have
greater access to supportive relationships and more nonviolent resources for resolving
disputes. Family control, social support, and social cohesion also showed independent
protective effects. Together, these findings suggest that strong interpersonal and
community bonds may limit violent tendencies by increasing social accountability,
emotional support, and informal control. The demographic pattern was also clear.
Increasing age predicted lower street violence tendency, while men demonstrated higher
levels than women and unmarried respondents showed greater tendencies than married
respondents. These patterns may reflect differences in exposure to risky settings, social
roles, everyday routines, and the extent of stable social commitments. Nevertheless, the
comparatively larger contribution of the social variables indicates that demographic
characteristics should not be interpreted as sufficient explanations in themselves. Overall,
the study supports a multidimensional model of street violence in which anomie and poor
social skills function as salient risk factors, whereas social capital, family control, social
support, and social cohesion operate as protective factors. These results have important
implications for prevention. Effective intervention should not rely exclusively on policing
or punitive approaches. Strategies aimed at strengthening neighborhood trust and
participation, improving social support systems, reinforcing constructive family
relationships, and providing systematic training in anger management, communication, and
conflict-resolution skills may address several mechanisms identified in the model
simultaneously. At a broader level, policies designed to reduce perceived normlessness and
strengthen confidence in social rules and institutions may also contribute to prevention. In
conclusion, the findings indicate that street violence tendency in Shiraz is a socially
embedded phenomenon that can be predicted to a substantial degree by the balance
between social disorganization and social resources; reducing anomie while strengthening
social capital, supportive relationships, family control, neighborhood cohesion, and



interpersonal skills may therefore provide a comprehensive foundation for reducing urban
violence.
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