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The aim of this research was to examine the impact of the market economy on the
secondary education system among male students. This study was applied in
purpose and quantitative (documentary and survey) in method. The statistical
population consisted of male students in the second cycle of secondary education
who were studying in Tehran during the academic year 2021-2022, with a total of
383 students selected as the research sample through multi-stage cluster sampling.
To gather information, a researcher-designed questionnaire was used. To assess the
reliability of the instrument, Cronbach's alpha coefficient was employed. The face
validity and content validity of the questionnaire were evaluated by specialists. Data
analysis was conducted using descriptive and inferential statistics. The results of
Keywords the Spearman correlation coefficient indicated that the market economy has a
Market economy, secondary significant impact on the secondary education system among students in Tehran.
education system, continuation of { The technical and instrumental needs, cognitive needs, and personality needs do not
education, dropout, field of study | have a significant impact on the secondary education system among students in
selection. Tehran. However, the communication needs and management needs have a
significant impact on the secondary education system among students in Tehran.
The market economy significantly affects the choice of field of study among
students in Tehran. Additionally, the market economy does not have a significant
impact on students' continuation or dropout rates in Tehran. It can be concluded
that the market and its needs are related to the educational system, and if appropriate
planning occurs between them, an increase in market efficiency can be observed.
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INTRODUCTION

Education and literacy are vital indicators of societal progress, necessitating a
profound commitment to educational systems for cultural independence and sustainability.
Schools, particularly secondary institutions, play a crucial role in shaping societal success
In meritocratic structures (19) and are characterized by specific interactions and
communication dynamics (1). The effectiveness of educational environments is essential
for achieving economic, social, and cultural goals (3), influencing not just immediate
educational outcomes but the broader intellectual development of society (4, 8). However,
the educational landscape is increasingly disrupted by market forces that lead to social
changes and challenge the effectiveness of educational institutions.

Social dynamics suggest that the economy is not a separate entity from society;
rather, it significantly influences social, political, and economic transformations (5).
Educational systems currently struggle to effectively shape students’ mindsets, as the
ethical and cultural environment increasingly mirrors market relations (Sleeter & Tounik,
2007). Young people face disintegration due to ineffective economic socialization, driven
in part by credential inflation. This disconnect is further exacerbated by diminished
linguistic resources and reduced engagement between families and schools. Scholars
emphasize that the human resources of a country are crucial for its economic and social
development (12, 15, 16).

This research aims to uncover the reasons behind the market economy's impact on
the secondary education system among students, seeking to clarify how economic
perspectives dominate cultural and social relations. The primary research question focuses
on how the market economy influences the secondary education system for male students
in the second cycle of secondary education in Tehran.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study employed a mixed-methods approach, incorporating both quantitative
and qualitative research methods. A sample of male secondary school students from
various districts in Tehran was selected through stratified random sampling to ensure a
representative distribution of socio-economic backgrounds. The data collection involved
structured questionnaires focusing on students' perceptions of the impact of market
economy factors on their educational experiences, subject selection, and future career
aspirations. In addition to the questionnaires, semi-structured interviews were conducted
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with a subset of participants to gather deeper insights into their experiences and views
regarding the interplay between education and market demands.

Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics to summarize the
participants' responses, followed by inferential statistics to explore correlations and
significant relationships among the variables. Qualitative data from interviews were coded
and analyzed thematically to identify common patterns and themes related to students'
experiences in navigating the educational landscape shaped by market forces.

FINDINGS

The study revealed several key findings related to the impact of the market economy
on the secondary education system. Among the surveyed students, 78% indicated that they
felt pressured to acquire skills aligned with job market demands, reflecting a strong
awareness of the relationship between education and employment. Additionally, 65% of
respondents reported that their school curricula included vocational training programs,
which they deemed beneficial for their future careers.

In terms of subject selection, 72% of students stated that they chose their fields of
study based on perceived job opportunities, with only 28% expressing a preference for
subjects driven by personal interest. Inferential statistical analysis showed a significant
correlation (r = 0.58, p <0.01) between students’ perceived employability and their choice
of subjects, indicating that market considerations heavily influence educational decisions.

The study also explored dropout rates and the intention to continue education beyond
secondary school. A concerning 44% of participants admitted that they contemplated
dropping out due to dissatisfaction with the relevance of their education to job prospects.
Among those who intended to pursue further education, 83% believed that the courses they
were interested in would provide better job opportunities.

Regarding the role of external influences, such as family and community
expectations, 69% of students acknowledged that these factors significantly impacted their
academic choices. However, only 39% felt that their schools provided adequate support in
navigating their career paths.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings of this study underscore the profound influence of the market economy
on the secondary education system, reflecting broader trends in educational reform and
labor market dynamics. The significant pressure students experience to align their
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educational pursuits with job market demands suggests a shift towards a more utilitarian
approach to education. This is consistent with Paci's assertion that educational development
Is increasingly driven by market forces rather than purely educational objectives (10, 11).

Moreover, the strong correlation between perceived employability and subject
choice highlights the need for educational institutions to adapt curricula that not only meet
market demands but also foster student interests and aspirations. The study’s findings also
illuminate the challenges of dropout rates and the dissatisfaction among students regarding
the relevance of their education. This issue aligns with the "push-out" theory, which posits
that external factors often lead students to disengage from the educational process (1).
Educational stakeholders must address these concerns by creating supportive environments
that foster students' interests and provide clear pathways to career opportunities.

In conclusion, this study emphasizes the necessity for a holistic re-evaluation of the
secondary education system in Tehran. By integrating market demands with the intrinsic
values of education, stakeholders can cultivate a more responsive and effective educational
landscape that prepares students for the complexities of the labor market while respecting
their aspirations and personal growth. Future research should further explore these
dynamics, particularly in diverse socio-economic contexts, to develop targeted
interventions that enhance student engagement and success in their educational journeys.
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