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ABSTRACT

Received: 05 Jun 2024 The present study was conducted with the aim of identifying and prioritizing factors
Accepted: 15 Sep 2024 influencing school dropout in the Iranian education system. This research is applied
Avallable Online: 17 Oct 2024 in terms of its objective and mixed-methods in terms of data type, with the nature
of the content analysis being based on interview texts. The statistical population
included experts in the field of school dropout. In the content analysis section, the
sample size consisted of 15 interviewees selected based on the principle of
saturation and purposeful sampling. For the content analysis, the validity of the
interview questions was reviewed by experts, and reliability was calculated using
inter-coder agreement and intra-rater reliability. In the quantitative section,
regarding the pairwise comparison questionnaire, content validity was used for
Keywords validity, and consistency ratio was used for reliability, with the results indicating
School dropout, Education system, : the tools were valid and reliable. Data analysis was performed using thematic
Family factors, Cultural factors, { analysis (basic, organizing, and overarching themes) in the qualitative section with
Social factors. MaxQDA-V2018 software, and in the quantitative section, prioritization was
carried out using the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) with Expertchoice-V11
software. The findings revealed that the factors influencing school dropout in the
Iranian education system, in order of priority, include family economic factors
(0.355), family social factors (0.273), students' psychological factors (0.209), and
educational factors (0.163).
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Education is a fundamental human right, enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) since 1948, and has evolved significantly over the past decades,
resulting in expanded access to learning opportunities and the reduction of illiteracy
globally. However, despite progress in many areas, school dropout remains a pressing
issue, particularly in developing countries like Iran, where economic, social, and
psychological factors significantly impact students' ability to continue their education (4).
Education plays a vital role in personal and societal development, providing individuals
with skills and knowledge that can lead to economic and social mobility (8). However,
when students drop out of school, they are deprived of these opportunities, which can lead
to adverse outcomes such as unemployment, low-income jobs, and reduced quality of life
(12).

In Iran, school dropout is influenced by a range of factors that extend beyond the
individual, encompassing family economic conditions, societal norms, psychological well-
being, and the educational system itself (13). Economic hardships, exacerbated by the
COVID-19 pandemic, have forced many families to prioritize survival over education, with
children becoming breadwinners for their families. Social factors, including traditional
views on education, particularly for girls, further contribute to dropout rates (19).
Additionally, psychological challenges, such as behavioral issues and a lack of motivation,
make it difficult for students to stay engaged in school (10). Educational system
inadequacies, such as outdated curricula and insufficient resources, compound these issues,
creating barriers to learning that result in dropout (17).

The present study aims to identify and prioritize the factors influencing school
dropout in the Iranian education system.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative content
analysis and quantitative prioritization. The qualitative section involves interviews with 15
experts on school dropout, selected through purposive sampling. Data collection was
conducted through semi-structured interviews, and thematic analysis was performed using
MaxQDA-V2018 software. The analysis focused on identifying basic, organizing, and
overarching themes related to school dropout factors. The interview questions were
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validated by subject matter experts, and reliability was assessed through inter-coder
agreement and intra-rater reliability.

In the quantitative section, the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) was used to
prioritize the identified factors. A pairwise comparison questionnaire was distributed
among the experts, and the data were analyzed using Expertchoice-V11 software. The
consistency ratio was calculated to ensure the reliability of the quantitative data.

FINDINGS

The study identified four primary factors influencing school dropout in Iran: family
economic factors, family social factors, students' psychological factors, and educational
factors. The thematic analysis revealed that family economic factors hold the highest
priority, with a weight of 0.355. These include issues such as the overall family income,
the parents’ financial stability, and the ability to cover educational costs. Many families
struggle to afford tuition fees, school supplies, and transportation, leading to children
dropping out to work and support their families.

Family social factors were the second most influential, with a weight of 0.273. In
some families, particularly those with lower educational attainment, there is a lack of
emphasis on the importance of education. Cultural norms in some regions also devalue
education, especially for girls, resulting in higher dropout rates.

Psychological factors related to students' motivation and behavior accounted for
0.209 of the overall weight. Low academic motivation, behavioral disorders, and emotional
challenges, such as stress and anxiety, contribute to students' disengagement from school.

Finally, educational factors, including curriculum relevance, classroom
environment, and access to educational resources, were given a weight of 0.163.
Inadequate educational facilities, lack of modern teaching methods, and insufficient
guidance from school counselors contribute to high dropout rates.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings of this study align with global research on school dropout, which
highlights economic instability as a significant barrier to education. Families experiencing
financial hardships are often unable to prioritize education over immediate survival needs,
leading to a cycle of poverty and educational deprivation. In Iran, this is compounded by
social factors, such as traditional views that place less value on formal education,
particularly for girls. These societal attitudes can be deeply ingrained and difficult to



Hoseinzadeh et al. Study and Innovation in Education and Development, Vol. 4, Issue 3: 2024

change, requiring targeted interventions that address cultural norms and promote the
benefits of education (4).

Psychological factors, such as low motivation and behavioral issues, further
exacerbate dropout rates. Students who struggle academically or face emotional challenges
are more likely to disengage from school, a trend that has been observed in various
educational settings worldwide (10). This highlights the need for schools to provide mental
health support and tailored educational programs that cater to the individual needs of
students.

Educational factors, such as outdated curricula and inadequate facilities, are also
crucial contributors to dropout rates. In Iran, many schools lack the resources necessary to
provide a high-quality education, leading to disengagement and eventual dropout.
Improving the quality of education through curriculum reform, better teacher training, and
increased access to educational materials is essential for reducing dropout rates and
promoting educational equity (3).

In conclusion, addressing school dropout in Iran requires a multifaceted approach
that considers economic, social, psychological, and educational factors. Policymakers
should focus on providing financial support to low-income families, promoting positive
societal attitudes towards education, especially for girls, and improving mental health
services in schools. Additionally, reforms in the educational system, including curriculum
updates and resource allocation, are necessary to create an environment conducive to
learning. By addressing these factors, Iran can move towards achieving greater educational
justice and reducing dropout rates, in line with global development goals.

This study provides valuable insights for educational policymakers and
administrators, offering a comprehensive understanding of the factors influencing school
dropout in Iran. Future research should explore the long-term impacts of interventions
designed to address these issues, ensuring that education remains accessible to all segments
of society.
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