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curriculum planning approaches. The research method was qualitative, and data
were collected through content analysis of 12 primary education textbooks and
semi-structured interviews with 15 teachers and curriculum planning experts. Data
analysis was conducted in three stages: open coding, axial coding, and selective
coding, resulting in the extraction of 150 initial codes, 12 main categories, and
ultimately the identification of three key themes: "active learning," "flexibility,"
and "real-world connections." The findings revealed that despite the high potential
of the task-based curriculum in promoting students' critical thinking and creativity,
challenges such as a lack of resources, inadequate infrastructure, and insufficient
teacher training were significant implementation barriers. However, opportunities

Keywords such as the potential for localization and the use of modern technologies were
task-based curriculum, active identified, which could be effective in overcoming these challenges. Expert
learning, content flexibility, evaluations indicated that the component "teaching-learning strategies" received

the highest approval with an average score of 4.6, while the "assessment"
component, with an average score of 4.4, required revision. This study concluded
that the task-based curriculum, with enhanced execution infrastructure and
appropriate policy-making, can be an effective tool for improving learning quality
in primary education.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

The task-based curriculum (TBC) is an innovative educational approach that
emphasizes active learning, content flexibility, and real-world connections. This approach
has been recognized for its potential to enhance the learning process by engaging students
in authentic tasks that foster critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills. In
recent years, TBC has gained attention in educational research as a promising model for
improving the quality of education, particularly in primary education. The TBC focuses on
providing students with opportunities to apply theoretical knowledge in practical, real-
world contexts, thereby making learning more meaningful and relevant. Previous studies
have highlighted the effectiveness of TBC in increasing student engagement and
motivation, as well as promoting collaborative learning and social skills (5, 7). Moreover,
studies have shown that TBC enhances reflective thinking and encourages deeper
understanding of subject matter by allowing students to take ownership of their learning
processes (8, 10). Despite the growing body of research supporting the effectiveness of
TBC, its implementation in Iran’s primary education system has faced several challenges,
including limited resources, inadequate teacher preparation, and insufficient technological
infrastructure. This study aims to explore and analyze the key elements and indicators of
TBC in primary education, providing insights into its potential benefits, challenges, and
opportunities for improvement.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study employed a qualitative research design. The data were collected through
content analysis of 12 primary school textbooks, which were selected to represent a range
of subjects typically taught in the primary school curriculum in Iran. In addition to the
content analysis of textbooks, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 15 teachers
and curriculum experts who had experience with curriculum planning and implementation
in the primary education sector. The participants were selected through purposive
sampling, ensuring that they had a deep understanding of the challenges and opportunities
related to TBC in the context of primary education. The interviews aimed to gather insights
into the participants’ views on the effectiveness of TBC, the barriers to its implementation,
and the key factors that contribute to its success. Data from the content analysis and
interviews were analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding procedures. This multi-
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stage coding process allowed for the identification of initial codes, main categories, and
key themes related to the implementation of TBC in primary education.

FINDINGS

The data analysis was conducted in three stages: open, axial, and selective coding,
leading to the extraction of 150 initial codes, 12 main categories, and ultimately the
identification of three key themes: "active learning," "flexibility,"” and “connection to real
life." The findings revealed that, despite the high potential of task-based curricula in
enhancing students' critical thinking and creativity, significant challenges such as lack of
resources, weak infrastructure, and inadequate teacher training are important barriers to
implementation. However, opportunities such as the possibility of localizing the
curriculum and leveraging modern technologies were identified as effective strategies to
overcome these challenges. Expert evaluations indicated that the component "teaching-
learning strategies" received the highest approval with an average score of 4.6, while the
"assessment" component, with an average score of 4.4, requires revision.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings of this study support the growing body of evidence that highlights the
potential of task-based curriculum approaches to enhance student engagement, critical
thinking, and creativity. The results demonstrate that TBC, with its emphasis on active
learning, flexibility, and real-world connections, can be an effective tool for improving the
quality of education in primary schools. The theme of "active learning” aligns with
Dewey’s (1910) argument that learning should be an active, experiential process, where
students engage in tasks that require them to apply their knowledge in meaningful ways
(10). Furthermore, the findings suggest that TBC's focus on flexibility allows for a more
personalized learning experience, which has been shown to increase student motivation
and foster a deeper understanding of the subject matter (9). The connection to real-world
tasks also supports the idea that learning should be relevant to students' lives, as
emphasized by Sahraei and Meydani (2020), who argued that real-world applications
enhance student motivation and provide them with valuable life skills (5).

Despite these benefits, the study also highlights several challenges that need to be
addressed in order to successfully implement TBC in the Iranian primary education system.
The lack of resources, insufficient teacher training, and limited access to modern
educational technologies are significant barriers that need to be overcome. As Sahraei and
Meydani (2020) suggested, addressing these challenges requires a concerted effort from
policymakers to provide teachers with the necessary professional development and
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support, as well as to ensure that schools have access to the resources and technologies
needed for effective implementation (5).

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that task-based curriculum approaches have the
potential to significantly improve the quality of education in primary schools. However,
for TBC to be successfully implemented, it is essential to address the existing barriers,
including teacher training, resource availability, and infrastructure. By providing teachers
with the necessary tools and support, and by ensuring that schools have access to the
resources and technologies needed to implement TBC, policymakers can help unlock the
full potential of this innovative approach to education. Future research should focus on
examining the long-term effects of TBC on student learning outcomes and exploring
strategies for overcoming the challenges to its implementation.
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