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ABSTRACT

Education is a complex endeavor and one of the fundamental pillars of human
culture, evident and undeniable within educational systems. The present study aims
to investigate the educational views of Makhtumkuli Faraghi, Molla Ahmad
Naragi, and Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi with a focus on their objectives. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and belongs to the category of comparative studies.
Data collection was conducted using library research, and data recording forms
were utilized as tools for gathering information. Information was collected through
reference to credible sources. The population includes all books, theses, journals,
and studies related to the research topic. Sampling was performed purposively.
Qualitative analysis, classification, and comparison methods were employed for
data analysis. Subsequently, the similarities and differences in the perspectives of
these three prominent thinkers regarding educational objectives were analyzed and
evaluated. After data collection, it was found that there are similarities and
differences in the educational perspectives of Molla Ahmad Naragi, Khwaja Nasir
al-Din Tusi, and Makhtumkuli Faraghi regarding objectives. All three regard
achieving individual and societal prosperity, perfection, and proximity to God as
the primary and most significant goal of education. Khwaja emphasizes the balance
between the three human faculties (desire, anger, and intellect) as the cornerstone
of his educational views. All three emphasize attaining truth as a central aim in
selecting educational objectives.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Education serves as a cornerstone of human development and culture, a vital
mechanism for societal advancement. The works of prominent Islamic and Persian
thinkers, such as Makhtumkuli Faraghi, Molla Ahmad Naragi, and Khwaja Nasir al-Din
Tusi, underscore education's pivotal role in fostering moral, intellectual, and spiritual
growth. Each thinker has contributed profoundly to educational philosophies that remain
relevant to contemporary discourses. As Kardan et al. (2005) emphasize, educational
systems rooted in cultural traditions offer invaluable insights for developing modern
pedagogical strategies (1). The Islamic framework, in particular, intertwines moral and
intellectual dimensions, advocating for a holistic approach to human development (2).

Makhtumkuli Faraghi is celebrated for integrating poetic expressions with moral and
religious teachings, emphasizing self-awareness and divine proximity (7). Molla Ahmad
Naragi, in his philosophical treatises, elaborates on ethical virtues and cognitive
development as foundations of education (11). Meanwhile, Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi's
contributions to ethical and natural sciences reflect a balance between rationality and
spirituality (13). This comparative study analyzes the educational objectives proposed by
these three luminaries, exploring their similarities and differences in guiding human
potential towards perfection and societal prosperity.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology,
grounded in qualitative analysis. Library research was the primary method for data
collection, utilizing credible sources, including books, journal articles, and dissertations.
Purposive sampling was conducted to select the most relevant texts and resources. Data
analysis involved classification, coding, and thematic synthesis to identify key educational
objectives and philosophical underpinnings of the three thinkers. The analysis followed a
systematic approach, allowing for the examination of convergences and divergences in
their perspectives on educational goals.

FINDINGS

The analysis reveals a rich tapestry of shared and unique educational goals among
the three thinkers:

1. Shared Goals:
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o All three prioritize moral and spiritual development, emphasizing the ultimate
goal of achieving divine proximity and societal well-being.
o Education is portrayed as a means to attain truth and wisdom, aligning
individual growth with communal harmony.
2. Makhtumkuli Faraghi:
o [Focuses on self-awareness, urging individuals to understand their essence
and embrace humility.
o Emphasizes the transient nature of life and the necessity of aligning one's
actions with divine will,
o Advocates for justice and moral rectitude, viewing them as foundational to
societal stability.
3. Molla Ahmad Naraqi:
o Highlights the significance of ethical purification and cognitive
development.
o Stresses the cultivation of rational faculties to navigate moral dilemmas
effectively.
o ldentifies intellectual pursuits as pathways to achieving personal and societal
excellence.
4. Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi:
o Advocates for the balance of human faculties—desire, anger, and intellect—
as essential for ethical behavior.
o Proposes a dual goal structure: immediate objectives (practical knowledge and
moral training) and ultimate goals (divine union and perfection).
o Integrates natural sciences with philosophical teachings, emphasizing
empirical and spiritual knowledge.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The findings underscore the enduring relevance of these thinkers' educational
philosophies in contemporary contexts. Their shared vision of education as a
transformative force for moral and spiritual elevation highlights its universal applicability.
While Makhtumkuli Faraghi's emphasis on poetic and moral traditions offers a culturally
rich perspective, Naragi's focus on cognitive and ethical refinement provides a pragmatic
framework for personal development. Tusi's integration of empirical sciences with spiritual
ideals bridges traditional and modern educational paradigms.
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The divergences in their approaches reflect their unique historical and cultural
milieus. Faraghi's focus on self-awareness and humility resonates with the poetic traditions
of the Turkic world, while Naraqi and Tusi's emphasis on rationality and moral philosophy
aligns with broader Islamic scholastic traditions.

In conclusion, the comparative insights from this study demonstrate that the
educational philosophies of Faraghi, Naragi, and Tusi offer valuable frameworks for
addressing contemporary challenges in education. By blending ethical, spiritual, and
intellectual dimensions, their perspectives encourage a holistic approach to human
development. Future research could explore the applicability of these philosophies in
modern educational systems, particularly in fostering intercultural dialogue and moral
education.
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